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XiHAPTER 1. 
THE COTTAGK. 



^i^ Ak;d93W WYttEi, like. the generality of gi^t 
geniuses, was bom and bred in very humble cir- 
cMmstnitces. By the' early death a£ both his pa- 
retitS) he was conc^sed in infancy to the caare of 
his mttiemal grandmother^ Martha Docken^ one 
<tf . I^ose ^^han carhns who keep aiive, among 
the S(;ottish peaaantry^ the traditions, a^d senti- 
mjmts ifhich constiiAite sa mnch of ihe national 
dkarA(^r^ 

. Thi^old w^man- resided in ihe handet of Sto- 
n§ybp]i»» in the dare of Ayr. Her aok bread- 
n^^^wiitf her apitoing^wheel, and yet jshe was 
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cheerftilly contented with her lot ; for it had plea- 
sed Heaven to bless her with a blithe spirit, and 
a religious trust in the goodness of Providence. 
. The Amuture of her cotta^, in addition to An- 
*'dr6w:'*4%iii^e,^nJd that was borrowed, consisted of 
l>Be*Vdi^ra1il&*£nx^-chair. with a tall perpen£- 
cular back curiously, carved, a family relic of bet- 
ter days, enjoyed by her own or her husband^s 
ancestors; two bui&st^stools, one a httle larger 
than the other ; a ftmall oaken claw-foot table ; 
her wheel, a hand-«eel,.a.kaiLik>t, and a skillet, 
together with a scanty providing of bedding, and 
achest that was at once 4»ifl^y wffrdrobe,-Md 
amrie. 

. Behind the Jiouse she bad^a pi^teh of «otte five 
or mi fulls cxf ground for a girdeny which «he 
delved and planted henndf, and Ae^rent she paid 
for the whole, was ten shiUings per annum. iThe 
gathering of this sum, after she reoeived the hea(vy 
handful of Andrew, a weak and aiKng baby, ^re- 
quired no little care. But instead of repijibgat 
the burden, she ofiten dedared to the nc^hbours 
that he was ^^ greatcompany, aad thoti^h at times 
a wee fuhqus, he is an anld fta&at bainv and 
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keiit a raisiiL frae a black clok befiw<e he had a 
tooth ; puttmg the taen in his mouth wi' a ^itiirk, 
bat skrieglmig like desperation at the sight o' die 
ither.^ '* ^ 

During the summer of the first year after An* 

drew had been brought home td her, she was ge- 

« 

nerally seen sitting with her wheel, baddng in.the 
sun, at the^gaUe^ of her cottage, with her grand* 
aon lather side in her Inggest stool, turned updde 
down, abusing himself with the cat. 

Andrew was a small aad delicate child, but he 
grew apace, and every^day, in the opinion of his 
^andmother, improTed in his looka ^^ His een,^ 
as she uid to her kimnibrs while she dandled him 
at the 'door as thdy .isftopped to speak to her in 
{lassmg, ^' are lik^ goirans in a May morning, and 
3iig laughed as blit&e'as the lilt o^ the linty^"^ 

Philosophers in these expressions niay discover 
the fotid aiitici|nli(m&of hopeM'affectidn, look- 
ing forwai^ tb a prosperdus firtunefof the child ; 
but Andrei^, for a long "fiine, shewed no indica- 
tions/of possessing any thing m common with the 
-talents that are usually BUj^KMsed requisite to en- 
sure distinction or riches. In his boyhood, how. 
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4Bver, Martha frequently observed " that he waa a 
pawkie laddie, and if be wasna a deacon at book 
lair, he kent as weel as the maister liimsel how 
mony blue beans it taks to mak five."" 

The ^^ maister^ here spoken of was Dominie 
Tannyhill, one of those meek and modest nbyices 
of the Scottish i>Tiesthood, who, never happening 
io meet with any such stroke of good fortune as 
the lot of a tutor in a laird's fiunily, wear out the 
even tenor of their blameless days in the littk 
troubles of a village-sdiool. 

At the time when Andrew was placed under 
his oane, the master seemed to be ^bout'foBty, but 
he was probably two or three' years yt)unger« " He 
was pale and thin, and imder the middle siae, and 
stooped a little, as if his head had been set on 
somewhat awry. It proceeded, however, firom a 
habit which he had acquired in consequence of 
being short-sighted, and accustomed to write and 
Tead with his ear almost touching tibte paper- At 
times he would erect himself even into something 
like an air of dignity, and change his lowly aiid 
diffident tone into the voice and accent of an €W- 
nest and impassioned eloquence. 
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Every thing in his appearance indicated a mo- 
derate spirit, in perfect accordance with the mild- 
ness of his manners, and his few and humble ac- 
quirements ; but there was an apostolic energy in 
his thoughts, when his own feelings were roused, 
or when he addressed himself to move those of 
others, with which Nature at times shewed how 
willing she was, if fortune had so pleased, ta make 
him a pathetic and impressive preacher. Whe- 
ther he ever felt the longings of ambition, or ra- 
ther whether he ever repined. at the unheeded 
and unknown estate in which he was left to pass 
away, like a sequestered spring, whose pure and 
gentle course is only seen in the meadows by a 
little narrow edging of richer verdure, could never 
be discovered in the still sobriety of bis placid 
temper ; but if aU.olher passions were hushed in 
his quiet bosom, the kindly disposition which he 
shewed towards every living thing begat in tho 
minds of his ptqnls an affectionate respect, of far 
greater power in the little state and^o(«nm(mwealth 
of his school, than would have be^ yields to the 
authority of more arrogant abilities, backed by. 
the taws, that dreaded satrap of Scottish didactic 
discipline. 
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CHAPTER I. 



his humour, exerted himself on these occasions, 
by which exercise he gradually acquired a degree 
of readiness and self-possession m conversation, 
unusual among Scottish boys, and a happy ver- 
nacular phraseology, which he retained through 
life, and which, with those who had a true relish 
of character, was enjoyed as something as rare 
and original as the more elegant endowment of 
genius. 
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CHAPTER II. 
THE MAGPIE- 

' Andbew was not distinguished among his 
school-fellows by any particular predilectian for 
those amusements in which the boys- of a country 
school are so adventurous ; yet he was always a 
desired member of their nesting parties in the 
spring,-and nutting excursions in the autumn ; foF 
his drollery and good humour knit thei^ hearts ta 
him ; and if he seldom strung an egg of his own 
berrying^ and absolutely, at all times, refused to^' 
risk his neck on the boughs of the hazel, he still 
brought home his ftdl share of the holiday plun« 
der. 

On an oceasien when a pyet's pest was scaled^ 
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only a single young one was found ; and it was so 
strong and cunning, that it almost escaped from the 
grasp of WiUy Cunningham, the hoy who was sent 
up theitree. Some debate ensued on the division 
of the day^ spoil, as to who should get the m^-- 
pie. Andrew thought it ought ta be given to 
Willy ; but Cunningham, a frank and generous fel- 
low, insisted that it should be WheeUe^s, assigning 
as a reason, that Maggy, as Andrew had called it 
on the spot, ^^ was an auld farent thing hke himsel„ 
and would le4m mair wi^ him than wi' ony other 
laddie at the school."^ Cunningham's proposal waa 
ratified with a unanimous ^bout ; and certainly no 
bird was ev&t more appropriately disposed of, for 
Andrew not only taught it to fetch and carry, and 
to I filch with surprising addrei^, but to speak seve- 
ral words with the most diverting distinctness. — 
Maggy herself seemed to be right well pleased with 
her master; and, according to tradition, knew 
every word he said, with the discernment of a 
spirit. 

When his companions, in the winter evenings, 
assembled round his ^randinother^'s hearth, Ma^y 
on those occasions placed herself between his legs ; 
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and as (^en as he said any thing thattklded their 
yopig fimoiesi turned i^ her cunimig eye, and 
i^iiai joomiAyi^hiiltered with her bill, as if she par- 
tictpated ifi theit Im^tm:. 

Th^ niftttral knavery of 'the magfxte bemg cul- 
tivi^ted by ^ucUPden, she sometimes took it into 
her head to pilfer a.little'oa her onm account, and 
aiQKiOiftg 6th«» Vho suffered by her depredations, 
was the master. Between the school hours he aL* 
ways opened the windows to ventilate the room ; 
and Maggy? as 9&m «s she eould, availed hersdf 
of ^e 0pportu»l^ ^ dteal ' the boys^ pens. It hap 
p^ed, howeV^,' lb«lhshe w^oit onee too oAen, and 
f^ cattglit in die faet, with a-new pen in her neb« 

The fifaster^s own londly huaiiour isdnced Jum 
to '^rdcm &e bird ; biit iis quarrels'had ariaeir 
among ^ boys, boeaffloned by ike Ibsff. oF their 
poKs, -^eie aecuo^g the other of ihe thefty he deem-^ 
ed itiudumb^tt on him torebukethe own6r of the 
dej^edator, Acooxdin^y, whai die school assem- 
bled in ^ aeftemoon, he prodakned sil^tice ; and 
taking up Maggy Jrom under a basket where he 
^'imprisoned her, he addressed the boys to tlra 
dFect :— 
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^' Wha^ aonang you is guilty of keeping this mis^ 
le«rt and unprincipled pyet, which is in the pnK> 
tice, whenever I leave the windows open to air Ae 
school, of coming in and'stealii^ the pens (torn off 
the desks-*H;arrying them awa* in its neb, without 
ony regard for the consequence P 
i " It's mine,*" cried Andrew. 
, " Yours r said the master; " then, Wheelie, 
edme ye here, for I maim point out to you the 
great error of such conduct. It is, as ye maoR 
surely hae often heard^ an auld and a true saying; 
that ^ They wha begin wi' stealing needles and 
prins, may end wi*^ homed knout.' Tm no sayings 
so ye nee&a nigher, that ever this pyet will steals 
either horse- or black cattle ; but I would exhort 
you, nevertheless, to put it away, for it is a wick^ 
ed Krd, and'pay,' by its pranks, entice you to da 
evil yoursel. "^I dinna, however, recommend that 
ye should put the poor creature to death— that 
would be a cruelty ; and, besides, ye ken it's but 
a feathered fowl, and no widowed wi' ony natural 
wderstanding of ^ood and evil. It kens nae bet- 
ter, like the other beasts that perish, dian to mak 
it's living in a dishonest manner. Therefore, I 
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obmlsel ycm jtustto tiike it to the i^oods, and set it 
at ibirtjr, idiese it may fidl om in some'o^ier^* 
hand.'' 

To tids Andrew replied, irith one of his pawlde 
glances, '^ IVs hot the first fault o^ poor Maggy, 
master^ and ye shduidna he overly severe, for she 
doesna ken, as ye say, ^at. theeving's a sin ; so I 
hope yell' aUow me to gie her an opportunky to 
ttk tip t&estcsk in her stocking, and Flladmonish 
her wedl when I get 1^ hame-^-Oye sinfii* bird, 
aare ye no «shamed of'yoiirsel^ to hving such difr* 
grace on me?"* 

Maggy instantly testified ber contrition and hef 
ihaRkftdness ibr the advocacy of l^r master, by 
hopping from the relaxed grasp of the good nattt- 
red doobin^B,' and nesthng in his faodoan. 

^< it's really a droll beast, I marni alloo that,'' 
and 111 forgie yon for thk ae time,'' said the mas- 
ter ; ^^ but I wbold advise yoa to tie a string to its 
leg, and keep it in the honse,Tor 'there's no telling 
4rfaat it may commit.'^ 

: Andrew hsviiig thns obtained pardon for ibe 
magpie, she became a greater £svourite than ever 
with the boys^ and produced precisely the effects 
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w«5 again sitting at her seam^ while the other con-« 
qiirators were secretfy Bringing the tubimder the 
wmcbw^ cried,' ^ Ye auld rudons^ what' giirt you 
kill mj pyet P-^-i-odd I^n mak yon rue that Nae 
wonder ye ne'er got a man, ye eankery runt, wi"* 
your red neb and your^tinkier tongue.'^ 

This was enough* Miss M izy rose like a tem- 
pest ; the same moment souee eame the unsavoury 
deluge from the tub,iull in her face, to the total 
wreck and destruetidn of all the unfinished bravery 
of mournings which lay adattered around. '. . 
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THE TASK. 

•* TttE awfti'-like thing,'^ a& Mias Mity evc^ 
ftfterwadr^ s^oke of the schoolboy &^ conspiracy, was 
attended wiA the most important oonsequencear: 
iThe &dt mult was a formal' com^vait i6 Mi 
Tabnyfaill, to whom the mdignattt pfau»d#8^ted 
her wrongs with'im ejtoqii^iee to which we cannot 
do justice d^ttiaiKling Ae immediate puniabment 
of the offenders. • 

' The ma^t^Vd^fisctixmate bosom was deejay af- 
flicted with the accoimt ibat Miss Mizy gafv« 
of " the devihry,* whicli, in her namitive, cer^ 
tainly stkffbred no ^&ninufioB eith^ in t^ fiolisiof 
IJie perpetration; or the cfonning -wiA wUch it 
had been planned. It his way back to the scho(4, 
Ke nieiiitated bn the sort of punishmoil: which he 
oogfat to inflSet, foit hitiberto the rod had been un- 
known iii his difld^be'; and he ckme to the 
strange eonctoion, that, as th^ >eiid of all punish- 
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ment ought to be the reformation of the delin- 
quent, he would oblige the culprits in this case to 
apply with more than ordinary assiduity to their 
tasks, and require them, for the remainder of the 
summer, to attend the school two additional hours 
a-day. Some goTemors might have thought this 
a punishment to themselves, but it never occurred 
to his holiest a&d ingeniidus bosom, that it was 
luay hardship ; on the contr^, he felt it a duly 
:Hrbich he was eaUed< to- pexlormi in order to eov* 
rect the effects cf the evil. s|nrit whidi had been 
60 audiaciously manifesCed. Accordingly, wheii 
the boys as&embled next day, he called the con- 
ppiratdrs before him, atidlaadethean mount a form 
in presence of their companions. . 

^^ I told you^^ said he, casting his eyes ^wards 
our hero, ^^ th^ the ill deedy pyet i^ould faring 
you bM hmtik scatth and^s{H>m ; itiji now ye sle 
my pirophecy ha^^ come to piB^i for tiier6 ye stlmd$ 
flvcf li^ in a row, jUke so many, evildoers as ye 
slirely are^ tksA I ought to ;niate an 6xam{die. of^ 
i^ tettii^ you fin the Wei^t o' my hand. But it'i 
no my ^^y to chaatlse with ^trij^s o'n the body ; 
nd, unless^ hlealrt is made to feel, a bite.o' thtf 
tim in the lo6fi or on the bac^j will aoon heat 
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In truth, my bairns, Tm wae for you, for gin'ye 
gang on at this rate whaf s to become of you, irhen 
ye enter the world to mak your bread? wha, 
Wheelie, will hae ony regard for yoii, if ye gie 
yoursel up to mischief ? — Others here hae friena 
tiiat may guide them, but ye hae only your auU 
feckless grannie, that wi^ mickle hard labour has 
ettled, with a blessed constancy, to breed you up in 
^e fear o^ God, O man, it will be a sore return 
for a' her love and kindness, if ye break her heart 
at last— I speak to you mair than to the rest,^ be- 
cause in this matter ye are the most io blaine, and 
stand in the greatest peril.^ 

<< Weeli, weel," cried our hero, half sobbing, 
half angrily, ^^ ye need nae fash me ony .mair 
about it, but tell me at ance what ye're ga'n to i^ 
wi* me.'? 

The master was so astonished at this intemi{K. 
tion, that he stepped back, and sat down in hia 
chair for some time silent The culprits becajaae 
ill pale, and the rest of the boys stood aghast ; 
so daring a defiance, as it seeined to them, of all 
authority, could not, it was supposed, but be fol- 
lowed by some tremendous display of power. 
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Mr Timnyhill^ however; read Wylie's chttracter 
in the expfeisioii, and by some happy or benero- 
knt interpretation of his petuhmce, took the only 
wiqr ivith him that could be attended with any be- 
nefit-^^^ I will fiish you nae mair,'' said he, ad" 
dressing him emphatically, ^ as ye seem to. be 
eontiite for your fisralt ; biit, in order to try whe- 
ther ye have the right leaven o^ repentance in youy 
I' will tadLy«u io. a task, that will do yougoodfer 
a"* the remandcT of your days.*" 

He then ordered him to get the first fifiy-Fsabns 
by heart, and interdicted him firom all play mA 
pastime till he had lea^ivfc diem* 

Frain thstmomebt Andrew applied himself to 
kam the Psahns, with a peneveranoe that quite 
surprised the master, ¥dio had hilibfrto regarded 
him but as a droll and curious creature. The 
shortn^ of the^tOMT in which he.' performed the 
task was not, ho^ev^' remarkable.; Mr his mteir. 
wmy was hot well adapted to lit^ature, but hk 
angular abstraction frcAnaUhis play-lfeUows, and: 
the earnestness with which be adheled detenni^ 
nately tD.his; task^ aatoaii«hcd,ev«ry Que.. Puring^ 
the intervals of the sx^hool howrS) b« ,W9fi seen sit- 
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ting by himself in the lea of a headstone in the 
church-yard, muttering verse after verse firom the 
Psalm-book which he held in his hand. ' ' v 

In this situation Mary Cunningham, the sister , 
of Willy, happened to pass, and seeing him, said, 
" What are ye doing there, WheeKe ?^ 

He looked up, but, without answering her ques- 
tion, rqfeated in a loud monotonous voices— ^ 

" My heart inditiDg is 

Good matter in a song." ^ 

^ O^ Ine ye no got your Psahns.yet T exckdm- 
ed Mary, for she' had heard from her ]»otber of 
his partteular additional punishment ; md .gomg 
up dose to him, inqiuq^edhownianyhehadleanit 

^' I can sSiy ane-and-foity a"* throiigh, Miss 
Mary, without missing a word.*^ 

" What a lee, WheeBe, that is^^ said Majry, 
^^nadbody ^Mwld ever say so many iPsalms straight 
through.'' 

<^ WiH ye hearken me P"^ said Andrew ; imd she 
took the book, which he at the same time offered^ 
and leaning ovw the he^tonie behind him, bad^ 
himbc^. 
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" Thtt man hath perfect blessednew 
Who walketh not astray/' 

he immediiitely repeated in one unyaried strea&i 

,of Toice, 

^^ But dwelleth hi the scomer^a chair. 
And stands m sinner's way." 

"0, WheeKe, WheeKe, ye canna say the first 
verse o^ the vera first Fsahn ; a pretty like story-, 
that ye hae gotten ane-&nd-forty by heart !^ ex- 
claimed Mary. 

Reference was, in consequence, made to the 
book ; and after some flurtber parley, AndreWre- 
fiumed, and went on as far a» the twelfth Psalm, 
irithout missing a single word, to the delighted 
fiurprise of his. fair auditor* By this titaie, how^ 
ever, it was necessary that he should go to school^ 
and Mary return home ; but, before parting, she 
agreed to Visit hkn again at the same place next 
day to hear the r^nainder^ and she kept her 
word. 

Again the book was in he^ himd, atad leaning 
over the tombstone, with Andrew atting below^ 
she Ufiteiied with imwearied pleasure to the tmdtt- 
viating and inflexible contiiiuance of hia monoto- 
HOBS strain, till he ha4 reached the thirty-first 



Esalm^ when, the same causes that qccaooned the 
foitner interruption agsdn obliged them to flep»* 
nte^ after a renewal of the compact. 

On the third day, Andraw.oompleatednot oii^ 
the forty-one, bnttwomone that he had learnt in 
the meantime. Mary confessed her iidmiration of 
his wonderM genius, and i&om jhencd^rth, till 
he had completed his task, she was his tegular 
visitor. 

Out of this ciccumstance a greater degree of 
iptimacy arose between than, than is usual among 
boys and girls of their age. She admired him as 
a prodigy of talent, and he was pleased when he 
met her, on account of the interest ^she ^^ad taken 
in his task* From the attack on her aunt, how* 
ever, he had be^i prohibited fyom approaching 
^^ThePlace^'^as the Craiglaiid mani^mi4iouse was 
called by the villagers ; and as ahe was educated 
by Miss Mizy herself^ preparatory to being in doe 
tiine sent to an Edmburgh boardi]ig^«chool, they 
had few opportunities o£ meeting. But on Sun* 
day h^ always took care to. stand in the path by 
which the Laird's fSunily crossed Ae dburdwyard^ 
and a smile was as regiiUrly exchanged between 
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liieiniiipaMng.. As often abo as the nmister read 
6ttt to be sung any one of the fifty Psahns, Mary. 
would peep over the front of the Laird^s hA, to 
wheve AxUebw sal beside his .gsandsobtfaer. in the 
aiiea belbw-^ and on these ocdMibpsshe never 
toissed his eyie, vhldi seemed to be instinctively 
liiQen^iipixi expeetatiofh of jneeting'her'^s. . 
V In this #ay, thegenn«if a inlitual affection was 
implanted, before either was awakened by Nature 
lo the s^se of love and beauty, or informed by 
the world of the'dii^arity of their condition. They 
were thteadves unconscious of the tie with which 
8iiBiidi(nty had innocently linked thmn together*-^ 
and bdng aa yet both £:ee from the impulses c£ 
passion^ they filtinot thie impediments which birth' 
imd fortune had placed l)etweentheihk ' 
. :. The Craigland family was one of the most ah- 
cientin the county ; the qstate was large, but. by 
tfae'indol^ice of the Liaird,.it was much ne^Uected, 
md: the rental was in cons^pience small. The 
trood% however, were valuable/and the old tacks^ 
OT leases, were drawing .to a close ; so that, while 
in a state.of c<»nparative penury, it seemed' pro^ 
bsble thalb both Cunmnghantand his sister wonU 
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inherit a very ample patrimony. Of this their aunt 
Miss Mizy was fully sensible, and frequently 
complained to her brother, that he should allow 
his son, with such an inheritance in view, to be 
brought up among the children of the tenants. 
But her complaints were long unavailing; the 
Laird had been educated, in the same school with 
the fathers of these children, and he could disco- 
ver nothing in his sister^s remonstEances to make 
him wish to see 'his son a fiaer gendcnvan than 
himself. '^ The awfii^^like thing,^ hoiwev!er,.lijad 
a more impressive eff^ect than her lecture. It 
was an exploit of mischief, far surpassing all the 
easy pranks of his. soft youth ; and upon tb^ mi- 
nister, at Miss Missy's instigatiofny zeprese&ting tip 
'him the disgrace and dishonour that would enaue 
to the family, if the heir waslong^penmtted to at;-^ 
'Sociate with such unmeet playmates, as the boys 
of Mr Tannyhill^s school, he consented that^ Willy 
should be sent from home, and placed at an aca- 
demy smtable to his rank and prospects. This 
was accordingly, don^, and like otl^er boys that 
drop away from camong their schpdl-feillows, Gun- 
Bingham was soon forgotj;en. 

VOL. I. B . 
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CHAPTER IV. 



THE FAIB. 



After CniminghaTnvas removed from Mr Tan- 

nyhill'^ school, a conaderable change took pkoe 

among our ihero^s pkymates. The fraternity to 

which the two boys belonged, was, in fact, in the 

course of that summer, broken up ; and, for some 

-time, Andrew was without any particular oompa- 

' nion. These temporary intermissi<»is of fiiendship 

'^are, however, common to^nen as well as boys ; but 

the cares of our riper years m^ike us less sensible 

of the blank left by the removal of a neighbour, 

than the loss* we suffered when a' school-fellow was 

taken away* 

The nickname of Wheehe, in consequence of 
this change, was gradually forgotten, or rather 
ceased to be any longer in use ; while the strip- 
ling Jiimself seemeddaily in quest of something that 
he could not find, either on the moorlandi^ or 
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along the hedge^rows and the belts of planting that 
skirted the hills and farms of the Craiglands. He 
was, as his grandmother said, for sometime ^^ like 
a tynt creature ^ And for lack of other company, 
often, on the road-^de, fi^ into discourse with tra- 
velling tinklers, blue-gowns, or old soldiers, who 
had acquired a sufficient stock of wounds and scars 
to set them up in b^gary. Poor Andrew, how- 
ever, had nothing to jpive them ; but, nevertheless, 
it was remarked that they always left him seem- 
ingly better pleased than they ever quitted the 
Laird'^s yett, even when Miss Mizy, after the ten» 
day, allowed an extra neaveful to their wonted 
weekly almous. 

In the evenings, Andrew had recourse to the 
firesides of the gash and knacky carles and car- 
lins of the village. Still, even in thdbr queerest sto- 
ries, he found a defidency, for he had no friend 
of his own age to share fais remarks afterwards. 

About Hallowe^en, however, this want was sup- 
plied. At the distance of a mile firom Stoneyholm 
lay the small estate of Woodside, a mailing, as it 
was called, with a house somewhat better than the 
common farm-steadings. The proprietor happened 
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piles of toys and delectaUes with gleg een, and staff 
grasped to repel some pawkie aggression ; while, 
at the same time» the boys' were always metrily 
welcomed ; for Charles had plenty of poicket mo^ 
ney, and spent it freely. 

If, in those excursionB to the fairs, Pierston 
foiind fan and ftoUc, Andrew reaped some expe* 
rienee of the world. He soon saw that die money 
his companion spent was sufficient to set up any 
old woman with a stand ; and the thought occurs 
red to him, that if he could get Charles, on the 
next Fair day, to give his money to Janet Pirn, 
a sly and droll old lame widow, with whose tales 
and ballads they had been often entertained du- 
ring the winter, they might be able to pay Janet 
a shilling for her trouble, and make a great deal 
of money by the speculation. The idea was most 
delightful ; but Charles justly dreaded that if the 
existence of the copartnery should become known 
to the other boys, especially to those belon^ng to 
the towns, the consequences would be ruinous, as 
Janet would assuredly be plundered widiout mer« 
cy. This consideration, however, was soon got 
over, by Andrew saying, that if they kept their 
own secret, it could never be known. 
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Terms were accordingly proposed to Janet, who 
readily acceded to them ; and when the Kilwin : 
mng Fair day came round, she made her appearl 
aince at tlie comer of the bridge, seated in an arm 
chair, dressed in her red doak and black Sunday 
bonnet, with a table before her, covered with a 
doth secretly borrowed by Charles from his mo- 
therms nap^ chest, and temptingly adorned with 
a competent stock of the requisite aUurements. 
The tx^s themselves had accompanied Janet into 
Irvine to buy them, and they also assisted her to 
set them out to the best advantage. The muscaL- 
mon& were declared to be as/big as doos^ eggs-^ 
the sweeties and coixianden were of all siaea and 
oolouxs — ^intermingled with the smallest and fiur- 
est Mistress Nanse— 4he rock of Gibraltar was 
laid forth, with all its best veins particularly tam- 
ed towards the view — parliamentncakes, and gin- 
ger4nread watches, richly ^ded-^— piles of raisins 
and of figs — gems of sugarncandy , and amber lumps 
of barley-sogar, constituted this garden of Hcspe- 
rides ;v round which a formidable array of idolatries 
of all descriptions, from Ogres, with a curran in 
the forehead instead of an ey^, to game cocks with 
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bits of cinnanu)!! tfxe spars, were exhibited. to the 
giestest advantage. Such anothar stand was not 
in- the whole Fidr. Janet had a great run, and the 
two bop, each with a stick in his hand, stood cei^ 
tinds at the ends of the table. All went on finr 
s«ne time in the most prosperous way ; Aftiatew 
counted the gains that were flowing in, and Charles 
enticed customers by Ae bcavado of his eologium 
on the articles for stle. But this display of goods^ 
and of the interest which the gouk and the tittling 
had in the concam, excited: the envy and jealousy 
of Aeir less successful competitors ; mad when 
abeut noon, Janet and anodier carUn adjourned 
to one of the public-houses to get a bottle of ale 
to their dinner of bread and cheese, the secret 
was divulged diat she was but an agent and a hire- 
Ung. We shall not iattempt to describe the speed 
with which the story spread, nor the indigna^ 
tion of aU the rival sweetie-wives. The juve* 
ttile customers, who had dealt with Janet mer&- 
If because her sweets were the best at the Fair, 
diought themselves cheated, and opened an ii^ 
oessant fire of the small shot of pips, while a tre- 
mendous battery of twenty mouths, every now and 
then, roared from the adjacent stands. Andrew ad- 
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vised Janet to pack up her things quietly, but 
Chiles insisted she shotdd not Budge a step ; they 
had as good a right to sell things at the Fair as 
any other body, and he was prepared to defend it. 
— The attack continued — the crowd gathered— 
Charles lost his temper, and struck a great heavy 
lumbering country lout that was laughing at him 
over the fingers. The fellow retaliated. Some of 
the spectators took part with Charles — a battle- 
royal ensued ; in ikie midat of wl^ch the table was 
overset, and all its treasures trodden in the mire, 
mo!^ tbcr %G»]hmU^im^ and tib^ obippiiig of haUds 
<kfaIlrth«nv^dMer9. ' 

The two boys seeing ikeir gold^^ Areaih thvtt 
dteaipafted) retired firon^ li^e seeiie» md left tlioae 
wiM^* Btud -been inVolyed lit fheir cwmto %hl the 
\Mi& ontu But th^y did not Tetite U> h^wmi theb 
lBM&t$^f^*^4y wete mcore heroic. Charles saw, 
Md ixideed felt, th»t he was no vmtfiM fer the 
C!D«]]|Ty fed who had t]»adbed hijn> Umt Uifl ire did 
not bum the Imt. fiiarcdiy. ©ft the coirteitty, hb 
Trtebt intb iVjpidiret^ m qn^ait.itf some of their 9ch<iol- 
Mimri, to wmt i» veven^ng the wrong "v^^hidi hn 
had himself provoked. 
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CHAPTER V. 



COMMON SENSE. 



When the two boys had walked up the street, 
and passed through the gate of the mason^s lodge 
into the churchyard, without meeting with any 
of their companions, Andrew halted and said, 
^^ Od, Charlie, I^n thinking we had as weel bide 
as we are-^Yon''s a homed stot, in comparison 
to us, wha hae but banes o^ grisle — and a solid 
chap o' his neiye would be as deadly as Coomy 
the smithy's fi>rehammer—Od, Tm no for med- 
dling ony mair wi^ the muokle farute.^ 

Pierston reprobated the pusillanimity of thi« 
prudent, sentiment, and became more and more 
resolute for revenge. 
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" Vera weel,^ caied Wylie, " tak your am 
gait, and get yotir een steekit and your nose 
smash'^d, and see what yell mak o't— a pretty 
pirlit yell be, me leading you hame, blind and 
bleeding, wi^ a napkin, or an auld stocking tied 
round your head. £h ! what a skreighing at the 
sight o^ you, Charlie, there will be ! — your mother 
running out and in, clapping her hands for her 
murdef t baim.^ 

** I dinna care though he were to kill me,^ ex- 
claimed Charles ; ^' if I had but my will o^ hiip 
beforehand.'' 

** Ay, that's sense^*" said Andrew, ^^ gin ye 
could but get your will o' him first — ^But the fear 
is, diat he may get the will o' us-Hind what's to 
be done then ?" 

Pierston. was a little puzzled with this, an4 
hesitating, said, after a moment's reflection,-— 
^^ We might watch for him, and stane him frae 
behind the diko, when he's gaun hame in the> 
gloaming.^ 

^^ It's a cowardly thii^ to way-lay a defenceless 
asan-— Od, Charlie, I thought ye had mair spunk,* 
replied Andrew, in perfect sincerity, but still only 
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anxiotts to pacify the resentment of Ms frieUd, 
Touch my honour touch ray life, was a sentimenj^ 
that Pierston had learnt among iine youths of hss 
own kidney at the grammar-school of Glasgow ; 
and the impKedunwortMn^ss of taking his enemy 
unprepared, affected him in his most vuliierabla 
feelings. 

'^ What am I to do» Andrew ? 1%'s a drea^u' 
thing to gie up my satisfaction. — Lode at my hag 
whar the Imit^ struck me — ^it^s birzed bladk and 
blue— 'Jeevil's in him, but 1^11 gar him rue \'^ 

Andrew examined the wounded pai^t, and de- 
elared it* was just a flea bite. " It's a w^ t^^ 
said he, " and befell half an hout'fi bye yell nc^er 
fin'i Man, Charlre, it^s baimly to make sic a 
wark for a bit tig on the haffet — a^ ye gottm's no 
the tae hal/o*%llat ye gied^^os yifre a deenl at a 
paft, i^hen your bfarstes are up— I would na come 
in your revcvenee then fot something.^ 

Piston was flattered by the comphaieni to hm 
strength and valour ; his pride was also toublwd a| 
l;he idea of exaggerating the eflects of the Uow he 
liSNi received, which Andrew^ in fact, adrudy uft- 
dervalued, and he said, ^^ As for thb thump cm 
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thefflde o^ the head, I hue thde^t twenty times 
mm before boo ; and I think I wotdd be content 
if I was ' «ure he had gotten as miuile frae 

" Ye iwed hae nae Am&yt o' ihst^ Charlie, for h^ 
got twa for a»e— ^ye ketn, ye were the ficBt aggrea^ 
sor, ye atmdc him fest wi' the :atic^, dnd he gied 
you bat a gende slaik wi^s paw-*-I dilma thihb 
he was very wud for a* tJial! — and.thed ye biriV} 
at him. — ^Od f bnt ye're a terrier' when in a pas^ 
fiion, Chariie-^aiul when a^s conridered, I think 
we aught to be thaoikfd'' that we ctm^ off wr hal« 
baneff, and nie blood spilt"^ 
- ^ But tine staor was coupit, a&d a- our lat^ 
dwn^oe ioslr^WbaV t6 mak up that P^: fefiJied 
fiiierston, fiiiily at a loss: for a anffidentl teaaott ti^ 
nurse his rage anyloiiger. . . ' . > 

^^ I faae hadiny l9umghta o' liisHtoOy^^ds^nx 
hero, ^^ and I jealoui^e thitt'fi; vrosumsk'.m'^ri^ 
ddiq^ o^.us' to Ije' mannwis m osjc^ ac-tdbdb^.wi^ 
otippte- StEost/ it was 3liieri0i»iig.wi^ the 9uI4 
•#eelie wivea-^^ 'saw i^rhalia stoor lai^ fbof^ng 
thetk irtien thertruili.came.oiit-^tiberrfwtcrib mac 
ither callants at the Fair keeping stands.*" 
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*' Thaf s weel firae you, Andrew^'' said Charks, 
^' for it was a^ your own doing— -I did na care a 
bawbee for the stand, and a^ the profit.^ 

" m mak nae denial," Vas Wylie'^s discreet an- 
swer ; *^ for I kent nae better ; bat I faae got in» 
right by the upshot, and I wish the whole story 
were weel hidden ; for gin that lassie Mary Cun- 
ningham hears that we were keeping a stand, like 
twa sweetie wives at the Fair, she^ll herry my seven 
flenses wi^ her jeering— a^ ye hae gotten will be 
naething to what I maun thole, so ]e€s keep a 
calm sough and close tongues." 

Charles was now fully persuaded, not only of 
the pfv^ety of stifling his revenge, but also con- 
vinced that th^ had not been engaged in any vary 
tibnoutable adventure ; and said, with some degree 
of mortification and chagrin, ^^ I hope Janet has 
ta^en care o^ the taUe cloth, fbr sic a lippettfaere 
will be aboat it if it's lost." 

Andrew peroriving that he had gained a com^ 
plete Tiotory, proposed that they should return to 
crip{de Janet ; and they found her repIaciBg Ae 
stand with sudb of the artides as die had been 
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<AIe to piek up, selKng the damaged great bar- 
gttss to the childr^d, who, hoTering round her, 
deplored the wreck of such delidoufi commodities. 
'The moment, however, that the gowk and the tit- 
tling were again se^ti on. the spoty the auld wives 
joroimd immediately faroke out en th^n a second 
time ; and such had been the effect of Andrew^s 
representation of the imwoxthy nature of tl^ co- 
partnery, that Charles was quite daunted by their 
banter, and slunk away. Our hero, however, was 
none dismayed; but with great address turned 
the scale in their favour, by tdUing Janet that he 
and Charles gave up to her all the merchandize 
and profit, on condition that she tock good care 
43£ the table-cloth. Never was generosity bett^ 
.timed—- the g^ was a little fortune to old Janet, 
4aid die so loudly ei^fessed her thanks and gra- 
tbude^' that the other women, to whom the boys 
had been good customets on other occaaipns, join- 
ed insta^yrin prai^^ th^n to the does, and long 
before the evening, the gowk and tjbe ttttling were 
;« as h^ &i^ur as eyer. 
- But the consequeniQe^ i|!tibisadvj^ture did not 
.stop h&te. It ifeaohed the ears of Mrs Pi^rstcm, 
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who had, indeed, preyiomdj b^un to mispeet, tbut 
die school at Stoneyhohn w«i not exacdy the fit- 
test phice fer 8 tioy of h^ son^s prospects ; and 
Chark» wa& soon a&er removed^ and sent to eom- 
ptete his education in one of the neigfabouiing 
towns, where he continued till he was summoned 
to London by an uncle, a great city merchaBt 
A second time Andrew was thus again left to hinfc- 
self ; hut the friendship between him and Charlea 
was not entirely broken by their separation. For 
at the yacation and holidays, Pierston regulariy 
visited his m()ther at the Woodedde-House^ and 
his intimacy mA Andrew was, on those occasion^ 
as unifi>rmly t^newdU The difference of dbe 
spheres in whidi they moved was, however, gau^ 
imUj operating a change on the chsraeters of 
both. Charles^ destiked for the meroantiSB pm- 
fession, and amidst genteel companions, educaited 
in die hopes and pt^sfpects of opulenee, was every 
year developing more and more into a spruce and 
tonish gallant; wMIe Andrew^ bred up in rustic 
poverty, and without an^ definite views as to- UiB 
4titure lifcf, settled mto a Mttte gash carlie, remark- 
able chiefly ifor A siriaight ferward simptidty. His 
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drollery and good humour^ however, rendered him 
a familiar and prodigious favourite with every 
body ; and although few in the parish were, per- 
haps, more destitute of any visible means of rising 
in the world, a. ri^nfident belief was entertained 
among all who knew him, that he was destined to 
become a rich ihaA*-^ great one none ever ven* 
tured to anticipate ; nothing indeed could be more 
oppoi^te to any idea of personal grandeut, than 
his small, shcnrt, round-headed figure^ smooth ap^ 
pie (^eeks, and little twinkling eyes. 
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in^ the bock part of the sehool-liottse. Behind^ 
the door,;in a reeess, stood a humble bed, covered 
with a patched and quilted coveriet, which at night; 
was car^illy removed, being only used for show 
by day. Fiiimtmg the entrance, a mahogany scru* 
toire was placed, somewhat of an incongruous de?* 
gtee of Bplaidour, compared wilii the general style 
of the apartment, and over it hung a Dutch loob* 
jng-glass, in a gaudy frame of flowers and gildings 
a considerable mai^n of the plate beii^ adorned 
with birds and foliage painted on the surface* The 
top of the scrutoire, under the glass, was covered 
with a damask-towel, and occupied by several vo* 
luines neatly bound, a tall wine goblet, with a 
white flpiral line up the stalk, filled with flowers, 
and a mahogany tea-chest, with an inlaid likenesi 
of a clam^-shell in front. The window was between 
the scrutoire, and the wall facing the bed. It 
consisted of four panes, and looked into a small 
garden, rank with applanngy, and other fragrant 
herbs and iitately flowers. The sole of the win^ 
daw was occupied with a flower-plot containing a 
geranium, round which several books lay scatter- 
ed^ a shAving*b<»c, a razor-case, and a heme. Op- 
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^pofiite to the window, and near the door,. stood an 
eight-day dock, with a'bladi:. bostbetwaen the 
volutes on the top, bearing tlie wellJcnown in* 
smption of the ch>ud-capt towers j indicating that 
the image was meant for Shakespeare. Between 
the dock and the corno*, Andrew and the master 
were sitting when his grandmother entered, and 
she was in consequence requested to take a seat 
in an angular elbow*«hair, which occupied the 
corner opposite to ' th^n. 

^^ Fm eome,^ said Martha, ^^ to bae a crads: 
wi^ you abdut this get. It'^s time noo that he were 
thinking o^ doing something for himsel. He^s weel 
through his fifteen, and I would fain^hae an ink- 
ling gin he be o^ ony capacity ."" 

.Mi* TannyfaiU, foresedng that the conversation 
would turn tm particulars, which might be as well 
discussed in Andrew^s absence, suggested that it 
would be proper for him to retire. 

" AyV said his grandmother, " tak the door 
on your back, and play y~oursel till me and the 
maister hae come to an understanding.^ 

Our hero .on this hint immediately withdrew ; 
but although he took the door on hia bade ]by shut- 



46 CHAPTER VI. 

ting it after Um, he pkoed himself dose to k in 
the kitchen, from irhich the room ottered, and 
oterheard all that passed irithin. 

<^ Poor laddie,^ resumed Martha, when he had 
retired, ^^ he's no strong ; hard wark^s no for him, 
and saft's ill to get. Noo, Mr Tannyhill, what's 
your eonceitP— -I doubt he has nae got the cast o' 
gvace needfiil to 4t -goq»d4mnister. James Sii^ 
ney, the droggest m Kilwinning, would tak him 
for a word o' my mouth, if ye thought he's o' a 
{ijiysioal turn ; and John Gledd, the messenger, 
wha was sib to his mother, ance promised as muc- 
kle ; but I eanna say I hae ony broo o' the law, 
{(X it's a deadly distemper amang friens; and 
Andra, though baith pawkie and slee, is a warm- 
hearted creature, and would be o'er scrimp in the 
severities of justice, especially in pleas amang kith 
and kin." 

The master, replied, that, of all the learned 
professions, he really thought Wheelie was best 
disposed by nature for the law ; ^^ for although," 
said he, ^^ the craw thinks its ain bird the whitest, 
yeVe no, Martha, sae misled by your affection, as 
to. imagine that Andrew's q^udified to make a 



soim frae die pulpit; and noo-^-days, even if 
he were, a** things o^ reUgion hae settled into a 
method, that gies the patronless preacher but lit« 
tie chance ota kirk. Wf your oye^s ordinar looks, 
I fear though he were to grow as learned as Ma- 
thew Heury himael, he would hae but a cauld coal 
to blaw at.'' 

'' For the beubni's lodu, Mr Tannyhill, I dunk 
they're weel eneugh. There may be brawer, but 
a haatle are &r waur,^ said Martha, a little tartly ; 
^ howsomerer, if it's your notion that he wouldna 
mak 'a sincere divine, I would rather see him gaun 
about the farms wi' Thomas Steek, the tailor, clout* 
ing at saxpence &4ay, than walking the dike^des 
betweai hope and starvation, wi' a thin white fiice, 
and his forefinger atween the leaves o' some auld 
kittle Latin buke.'* 

^^ Your description 'o' a hiddess probationer," 
said the master with 'a sigh, '^ is ower true. It's 
a state without pleasure to the man himsel, and a 
sorrow to ^ diat «ee hhn. I would be wae to 
think that Ai^ew's blithe i^irit was quenched 
wi' the tear of mortification ; and therefore. Mar 
tha, if ye would follow my advioe^ a' I can say is, 
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.let b^n ebdpic b^tt^^m Ms Simmty nA iftim 

^^ I jenlouse, mrj^ repUdt Marthift, ^^ tbait lie 
has IhU a aaaa^ litosMcli fsx the drc^ tnde^ .and I 
fimcyibeH tak to die la^."" 

^* Ib thatr fiiid Mr Tarniyhill, *' I doubt not, 
wi' a portion of perseverance, he may giow^aitop- 
piii^ char^ter* I hiae i^jeen at £dinboj|^, when 
I was at the GoB^^ advoeatos proudly befoire 
:the QoiDTts, tlM^t could reckon no higher pairent- 
age. He haa only to join care to industry, and, 
by 41 decent use o' the means that Providence majr 
place in his pov^er, I have no doubt hell reap both 
riphes and honour.*^ 

While Martha ^as thus drawli^ o!ut, inrthe 
pursuit of her ol^e^t,. the lat(snt and slumbering 
mind of the master, our hero was listening :inth a 
throbbii^ heart At the mention of the miniertry, 
a flim vision floated before him,, in which the &ir 
fi^rm pf Mary .Cunningham was blended with the 
interior of a chmrcfa, and the remembi^Bce of fifty 
psalms* ; It wa$,' however, but the. passionless as- 
sociaticHi <^ ftehi^ :and recollections that dis9ol- 
ved away,. and was lost in .di^^eeable images of 
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the green and yellow gallipots, sores and salves, 
odious stufb and bottled reptiles, with which the 
name of James Sinney^thedruggist, was associated. 
The chances, by prudence and industry, of attab- 
ing riches and honours through ihe legal profes- 
sion, determined his choice ; and he put an end to 
the consultation by opening the door, and looking 
in, at the same time saying, ^^ Vm for John 
Gledd's, gramde.'' 
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CHAPTER VII. 



THE OUTFIT. 



There are few things in the worid v^a^ won- 
derful to philosophy thftn the measB^ by which the 
honest poor of Scotland are enabl^ fiom day to 
day, with light hearts, strong arms, and brave i^i- 
rits, to face the His of life, with what they call 
^^ sma" families'" — ^that is, at least half a doxen 
children. But their general conditicm is compara- 
tive opulence to what was the lot of old Martha 
Docken, and yet she was one of a dass that would 
have spumed the gifts of charity — of that class to 
whom the country still points with pride, and we 
hope long will, in spiteof all the improvements in 
agriculture, manufactures, and commerce. 

As soon as it was determined that Andrew 
should be sent to John Gledd's, the writer, to 
leain ihe law, various important connderations re- 
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fitted to fceveflwdgked by Us grandmother. In 
the first plaoe, John li^ed in Kihrinnmg, a town 
thxee wieB at least frcmi Stoneyhdm ; and in the 
«dG(md, according to custcmi, it was requisite that 
Andrew^ b$ a lawyar^s derk, should be a litde bet- 
ter dressed thim formerly ; although Martha as* 
sured him that the nagged coat o^ the caUant wad 
Wer a mot in the man's marriage. 

In a long pTospectiiye contemplation of the era 
whieh had now arrived, Martha had carefully pre« 
served the Sunday clothes of his father ; but in 
<n^der to fit him, they required considerable alter- 
itions ; and a consultation was held with Thomas 
Steek, the tailor, on the subject ; Ae result of 
w^hieh was, that on a day set for the purpose, Tho- 
mas, with his laddie, clipping Jock, arrived be- 
times at MartluTs cottage door, with all the requi- 
site implements of their profession. The tailor 
hhnself, b^g a lamiter, with a drawn up leg, and 
ucdng a stik, carried the shears in his left hand ; 
and Jodr, a little hiunp-backed creature, brought 
the goose behind him, bearing the law-board over 
his shoulder. By their art and contrivance, An- 
dtew was properly equipped to take his place at 
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John Gledf 8 desk^-Jahn haying, on the fin* 
application, immediately agreed to Hgfaten Mar- 
tha^s hand of the boy ; lor howev^ stiict in the 
harsh offices of caption and homing, he had the 
fiiendly spirit of the poor man among the poor ; 
and was eyer ready, to the ntmost irtretch of his 
narrow means, to help a neighbour in need. 

The day fixed for our hero to enter the world 
by the Clachan of Kilwinning, was the first Mon- 
day of May. On the Sunday before, he made his 
appearance at church in his new garb. 

As the young bird lingers about die nest, and 
U timid and reluctant to mist its untried wing, the 
fancy of the school-boy, when he is on the point 
of first leaving home, hovers amidst the scenes 
of his childhood, -and wistfiiUy looks back on a 
thousaad little objects, which, till then, he had 
never thought were dear to him. In the calm iJtQl 
evening of that SabbaA, this sentiment pervaded 
the bosom of our youthful adventurer ; insomuch, 
that when the master invited him, as a testimony 
of his regard, to take tea with him, he declined it, 
saying, " I am vera mickle obliged, sir ; but Tm 
thinking o^ just taking a dauner round the Craig- 
hmd parks.*" 
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Tbe good and simple Tannyhill was so deeply 
sensible a£ the feeling which dictated this refusal, 
that he said nothing, but followed Andrew with 
his eye, as he saw him moving away towards the 
fidds. "< That laddie,"" said he, to one of the 
neighbours who happened at the time to come up, 
*' has mair in him than we gie him credit for — ^I 
wouldna be surprised to hear of him being some^ 
dHngyet."" 

Andrew, after partmg from the master, strayed 
into the Craigland plantations, and kept his course 
along a path that ran beneath the south side of 
the garden wall attached to the mansion-house, 
until he had entered the ancient policy of the do* 



Erery thing about the Craiglands betokened the 
^spoaition of the Laird. The house was large, 
and built at different times. About eighty years 
before, an addition had been made, in such a msn^ 
ner, as to convert the end of the original mansion, 
or fixrtalice, into the principal front, by which a 
fine old avenue of plane trees was thrown, as it 
were, aside, and another approach waa formed to- 
wards the new front, which looked into what, in 
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the iiiipToyer's time, had %een an inddEwd patridhre^ 
or ffower-garden— a law hewn stone irdi, with 
square columns at mienralis^ surrounding the same; 
in the fiont of which, and at eadi side, was a gate^ 
way, formed bjr stately square pillats, croWned wiA 
sculptured pine applefiL The plan and architectimy 
though in a formal, were certainly hi something d£ 
agrandstyle^ffnotinago^dtaste; butallwasin 
a state of ruinous neglect— ^the parterre was orei^ 
grown widi weeds-«»Tast bunches of nettles and 
docks filled the comers, and rose above the itt« 
closing wallr— the pine4q[iple heads of setend of 
die piUars lay among them as they had flfien*^ 
and washing-^tubs, and ooab, and peats, irete piled 
against the house, under the very windows of tlie 
dB^mg-room. But if the ^nisnsion and grounds 
were n^lected, the #oods suffered Uttle froim sh». 
ring the iame carelessness. The trees, left lb then^ 
sehres^ had grown into erery possible shape of pfei. 
turesque luxoiiance ; and fortunately both for the 
adinirer of the spot and the heir, the X^nrd woidd 
notsuffier them tobe toudied, and,inoonseqaence^ 
the Cndgland grares were among the most bean- 
tiful in the west of Scotland 
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. .As J^joibew skimtered aloiie into the chequered 
gkoBi o£ those oid avenues, the hopes of his young 
ixD^tffaaai^daB^ in SMoe degree, partook: of the sobcs 
colouring .that was setding on the distant vista of 
the landscape beyond, as the evening twilight gtBf 
doally failed. He vas stiU, it is true, a mere boy, 
but he waH entering on that epoch of life when all 
the affiectiauate fedings of the bosom begin to coh- 
centrate into passion ; and for some time, by the 
gradual removal of hi^ sehool-fellows, he had been, 
in a manner, left akmein ike viUige— a situation 
cakiilnttdte noumh hie sendbility fot the beauties 
of nature* 

At the bottom of die avemie s«n a 8ma& i^ream, 
over which, in the gayet days of the Craij^bnids, 
a woodeoMdge had been dttoiwn, bift it was 
long destroyed, and a plank so^^pMed its place. 
On dus plank Andrew seated himself, Biod fyt 
some time, in i^eness, eontinued tumii^ the peb« 
Ues ^th his toe in the ehamiel. Mairy Cunning- 
ham, who was out waftk^ with one of the maids, 
hi^eiied, iu retumii^^ home, to see hm ; and 
fitefipiog softly up behind htm, covered his eyes 
euddenly with her hands— ^^ It^s you, Mary," cried 
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he instmctively ; and the liVdy girl, unckwihg bis 
eyes, began to biugh and jeer at bis new appear- 
ance. ^^ You may tak yoor JGll o^t the ni^t, Mny,"" 
said he, ^^ but it winna be Ling yell bae^t in your 
power.'' 

" Eh r cried Mary seriously, " whar are ye 
gaun?'* 

*^ Tm boun'the mom's morning to John Gledd's, 
in Kilwinning.'" 

<^ And what are ye to do there, Wheehe ?^ 

^* Tm thinking o', making a fiirtcm.'' 

By this time the maid had joinied tbem, and she 
interposed laughingly, saying, <^ And when he^s a 
grand man, hell come and macry you. Miss Mary.'' 

<^ O, that will be sic a while," said Mary. 

Whiit nore ni%ht have ensued, we cannot pie- 
sume to conjecture ; but the conversation was inter** 
rupfced by the shrill voice of Miss Mizy,hfeard eeho- 
i^ from within the garden, ^^ Mary Cunningham, 
what are ye ? Come into ihe hoiise, and tak your 
book immedi^tly ;" at the sound of which, Mary 
skijqped aWay , followed by the maid ; and Andrew, 
rising from the bridge returned home to his gifand* 
mother's cottage. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



CHAK6E8* 



SoaM after this little inddent, a lease cfoneotthi^ 
Craiglandfailnsfelliii; aodlheai^pKi^tatio&whicli 
the Laixd xeody ed in the reht at the reni^wal, fl)lly 
jufitifiedhis sister, Mias Miaty, to urge him to sei^ 
Mary, as be had originally designed, to an Edin- 
burgh boarding-school, to learn gaited manners^ 
and how to sew satm-pieces, and^lay on the spin^ 
net, Ae indispaisable accomplishments at that pe« 
riod of an Ayrshke laird^s daughter ; and we do 
notlmoiw that any essential improvement ha0 htf^ 
made in die order c£ their edncatien siiiee. 

By this arrangement, Andrew, during his ap» 

prenticesUp with the messenger, saw Mary no n^^re. 

Meanwhile, Us asa^ty at the desk was quite 

exmnplary, as well as the determinalion ^th which 
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he was actuated to acquire a knowledge of Iiis pro- 
fession — ^if knowledge it miglit be called of the 
law, which consisted merely in being able to copy 
with fidelity that drcnitous and perplexing ver- 
bosity, which is professedly intended to be dealer 
and plainer than the kngiii^ of oommon sense. 
He was also distinguished from all the lads of his 
own age, for Ae prefen»iee which he gave to Ae 
knacky conversation of old and original charact«». 
It signiied iK>t to him, whedier the parties, with 
whom he enjoyed his leisure, w^re deemed douce 
or daft ; it was enough that tfaeb talk was cast in 
queer phrases, and their minds ran amoc^ die 
odds and ends of things. By this peculiar hu* 
tiiour, he was preserred in luaclacfaan simplicity; 
while he made, as he often aAerwaids said haft- 
self, '' Ins memory, like a wisdom-pock, a tofoA, 
of anld kni(dc^knaGketies--ch(ies of eiqperienoe^ 
and shapings of matter, that might serve to eHoi^ 
the rents in die knees aad dbows o^ straits aad 
dBfficulties.'' 

An event, however, happened, which dnnged 
the prospects of his professtcHml career. Jdm 
Gledd had a shodc cf die paky, and was oUiged 



lo ^re Xif hk bmuiei^ by whicb AAcbsw itat 
4if9wii on die watU. He badi, however, b^gmt 
t<» acquire lnomit coofidettoe in himaetf ; aod thit 
eveql did not m> mudi de^reas iim on*, hkr offoai 
aEjcountt as <»l that of hie master. He had akoi 
by. tbifi tiiajft some siuqpidoii Aat Kilwimmig: waa 
Wt e^UKHly llie bert place &gt beeoming that grand 
mm he vas detearmined to be. 

The ilhakeos of John Gledd, therefore, dedde^ 
his fate and Ibrtone. At first it was proposed, air 
he had got the pen of a ready writer, that he 
diQuld try to obtain a phoe in the Clerk's Cham* 
ber of Irvine m Ayr, from which, like others of 
the L^al fry, he might in time nugrate to Edin* 
hirj^ fear a season, and thaa come back to Kil- 
wikumg, and endeavour to gath^ custom among 
the dients of his old master. BiU, after much 
delifaeradon, it was agreed between him and his 
grandmother, that he should ^^ try his luck in 
London, that great dty.^ 

Thisapparently singular and bold resolution oc- 
curred to Martha, from the great good fortune that 
had attoidedanieceofherownwho was settled there. 
Tbe young woman had gone to the metropolis as 
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a serfsnt widi the Eglesbam ftmily , wtA had the 
good luck to attract the affecdons of Mr Ipsey, 
an old solicitor, of high teputattoa and great con* 
BexioniB,' and who, finding he could not obtain her 
love on easier Usoda, had the good sense to make 
her his wife. Betwe^i Martha and h«r kinawo* 
man no lit^ary correqwndence subsisted; but 
from time to time they heard of eadi other, asA 
die old ifoman rejoiced at the prosperity ef her 
niece, but without thinking, till John Gledd^s 
misfortune, that it would ever be of any avail to 
her grandson. That events however, directed her 
eyes towards Mrs Ips^ ; and it was determined 
to solicit her influence with her husband on our 
heroes behalf A letter was aooor£ngly written 
by Andrew to that effect ; and, by return of the 
post, a. kind and considerate reply was received, 
honourable alike to Mrs Ipsey^s spirit as a Scotch* 
woman, and to her husband's generosity as an &ig- 
lishman. She informed Martha, that Mr Ipsey 
had retired from business several years ; but tilat 
h^ successor, Mr Vellum, would receive Andnw, 
whenever it was convenient for him to come to 
liimdan ; and that as bis outfit would probably 
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CM more thftn h^ aunt could wdl tflbrd, shef 
inclosed a UU for twenty pounds not as a ^; 
but as a loan, to be repaid by Andrew whenever 
he could do so. 

The receipt of this finendly and considerate let*' 
ter^ wig an auqncious omen^ that every one in 
9toneyholm regaided as a sure token of somethiiig 
grand in the futute fortunes of Andrew ; and to 
none did it give more pleasure than to the mas- 
ter, w^om our hero himself was the first to infoim 
of his great good luck. 

<^ rm gUd to hear it, Wheelie,'' said the kind 
and good Tannyhill ; ^' but neither in this, not 
in any thing else, be either overly lifted up, or 
cast down. Take some honest and honourable 
purpose in your mind, and make all your endea- 
vours bend to the attainment thereof; by that 
yeHl not only get forward in life, but your steps 
will be steady and respected, though your passa- 
ging be slow. But, my bairn, set not your thought 
on riches as an end, but only as a means, for 
something more solid to yoursel, and pleasing in 
the sight of Him, who, in this favour, has given 
you erls of the servitude he claims firom you—* 
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the Trbich is to be kindly and gjAieiolis, but nei^ 
ther to be ineoxiflldeiate nor lavish."^ 

Aiidfew was fidlly seitdble rf the t&tce of this 
advice ; and perhaps he was the more imprsssod. 
with hs pvaetioalde wisdmn, inasmuch, as it was 
im uniflon with the natural and habitual course of 
his own reflections. For although he was net a 
Sir Isaac Newton, to reason in his boyhood about 
aiqrthnig so wdl, as that philosopher's meditatioiis 
on the cause which occasioned the fall of ate ap^ 
pie, he was, nevertheless, in his way, aidowed 
with a peculiar genius, and had formed, even at 
tUs early pemd, a scheme of life and conduct, in 
which he was resolved to persevere. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



PEEPARATIONS. 



In Mme TMpects, the parish of SloBeyhofap 
wMt At the period of Andrew*g departixre, not m> 
finrtuiuite in its pestcxr^ as its neighbour Dalmailiii^, 
of which the medc and pious Mr Bilwfaidder wts 
then the incumbeBt, nor could it eren be oompt- 
red iriA the irelL^w«tered vineysid of Gamock, 
where the much cddnrated Doctor Zachariah 
Pringle had, some yean before, been appointed 
hcjiper and successor. For the Rever^Kd Doctor 
Desadeal was a town4ited dergyman, and havii^ 
been a tutor in the family of u Edinburgh advo^ 
cate, had, of course, more genteel manners, and 
less warmth of heart, than is usually found among 
the genuine presbyters of the Scettish ehnrch. 

In has address he was dry and grave, and mea- 
sured out his sentences as apothegms of impressive 
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wisdom. He prefored the fonnal dinners ef tbe 
heritons, to the sick-beds of the lowlier membefs o( 
his flock. This was natural ; but he also studied, 
it was alleged, a little too earnestly, the advance^ 
ment o^his interests in this w<Hrld ; and it was un- 
derstood that he had only accepted the cure of 
the parish, in the hope, and under the primuse, ci 
one more suited to his habits. He took no pains 
to ingratiate himself with his p«ridiioiier»-«-he 
knew few of them by name, and they seldom tnm- 
Ued him with their little cares and anideties, the 
tempering of which, by adTice and consolaticm, is 
perhaps the best, as it is the inost amiable, of all 
a pastor^s duties. His d^rtment and manners 
were, however, spotless and irreproachable ; and 
the haUtual respect with whidi the Scottish pea- 
santry r^ard their ministers, secured him all the 
ectemal deference that is commonly paid by the 
people, to a charact^ which religion, traditioDi, 
aaiid patriotism, have hallowed to the naticmd afleo- 
ttons. 

To a being constituted with the peoiliar bx^ 
roours of our hero, e^ch a man as Doctor Deza- 
deal coidd not filU to appear in the most unftnpeiuw 



nMe ]]|^t The whole of the finmed and set^ 
maimerg which the Doctor had assinned, as pavti*' 
ddaiiy dignified, were disagreeable to Andrew, 
sad hia shrewdness detected, beneadi the solemn 
doak of his consequentiali^, a character which, 
en account of its own endowments and merits, was 
xeally entitled to no extraosdinary respect. In- 
stead, dierefore, of being impressed widi those 
sentiments of awe and admhrrtien, which the Doc* 
tor constantly, on all occasions, oideavoured to in* 
qnre, and which, from a few of the paruUoners, 
he certainly sometimes obtained, Andrew was in 
the practice, even before he went to Jnim Gledd's, 
of moddng hispomposily, and this inererent dis-' 
portion was ncme weakened at the thne when the 
preparations were making for his departure for 
London. His grandmother, however, deemed it 
neosssary that he should pay the Doctor a formal 
visit, prior to his departure, in order to receive 
his advice, according to a good old custom that 
had prevailed fhmi time immemorial, and whidi 
will ever be preserved, wfask die intercourse be* 
tween the minister and his parishioners is main^ 
tained on true christian and presbytman princi- 
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pk& TbeDeelorlonlseirwiM^ 
boen as irSUaig as msr bcmf,. lo have diapeaand 
liridi thA perfartUHMse cf tbis anckftfe hom^p^ at 
least if ire may jui%e by tfa« TMult 

Andrew cre^ sbwly and lehietaiitly to tha 
Manae docnr^ and on addng for tlie minister, .was 
ukkwa iirto the paorhmr, where the Dootor was «^ 
tingBt a tabfey flkmdjeriDg in bi& elbow diauv A 
new book, with a few of the early leaves cat^ la^ 
fatfore him, and an m»y folder, whieh had dtapt^ 
ped firom his hand, was lying on the floor at his 
foot 

. His age ittigfat be near fifiy ; in his person he 
was hicHned io corpolency, and there was a cav 
tain degree of sallow lethargy in the cast4ind com* 
plexion of his features, die efifect of hahitnal, ra* 
th^ than of constitutional, indolence. 
. Like most country dergymen in the foreneon, 
he was sLoveoly dressed. His breeches knees were 
only half^bnttoned, his stockings ill drawn up, his 
ahoes un&stened, and down in the bed, his nedc- 
doth lax and dirty, and his whole appearanee b^ 
tokening a man httie UaUe to be disturbed by 
vkitois. 
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Andrew, <m eotenhg the rdem, made A hch 
with his head for a bow, and stood for about a 
aunttte swingtng his hat in his hand, and looking 
xiound the walls and towards the ceililif^, casting a 
atomenlary glanee towards the Doctor, who, rou^ 
aed by his ientrance, seaned to wait in expectation 
of some oommunicatbn ; seeing, however, thait 
Andrew was not inclined to speak, the Doctor 
aidd, *^ WeH» Andrew, what is yonr hnsiness with 
me?'' 

^^ My gtannie lent )ne to tell you, sir, that I'm 
gaun to LonOn, to learn the law there,''-— was the 
reply, utte^d at, but not tOj the' Doctor ; fyt by 
this time his ^es had settled on the dial-plate of 
the minister'^8 watch, which hung over the mantle 
ptecci y . 

" And when do you go ?" inquired the Doctor. 

^^ As soon as my grannie can get my bit pack o' 
duds ready," said Andrew, in the same/caireless 
and awkward manner. The Doctor th^ request- 
i6d him to sit down, iind Andrew seated himsdf 
onihe chair nearest the door. 

" I hope," said the minister, " you will do your 
endeavour to give satirfaction to your employets ." 
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<^ An I diima do that, what will come o^ me P"^ 
was the answer. 

^^ You must study to acquire req>ectfiil man- 
ners, and to behave prop^ly towards your superi- 
ors.^ Andrew made no reply to this, but raismg Us 
eyes, which, on taking his seat, he had cast down- 
ward, he looked for a moment at the Doctor, who 
continued, '^ For you must have often heard it re* 
mariLed, that a man^s manners commonly make hit 
fortune."" 

" Atweel I should ken that,** said Andrew, in 
the most indi£Perent manner ; ^^ fi»r it was «ye the 
iirst copy-line that the maister set, when he put 
us in sma" write."" 

The Doctor^s countenance was a Kttle troubled 
by this reply, not only on account of the words, 
but ihe manner in which it was said ; and he re- 
sumed with an accent somewhat approaching to 
severity. 

" I have heard that you have good friends to 
take you by the hand in London^ and it is well 
you are so fortimate ; for I doubt, young man^ 
you will need all their assistance.^ 

The cheeks of Andrew flushed for a moment at 
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tMs observatuiii, and he hgain dirted n, gla&oe 
from under his.hrows tcmards the Doctor, who 
continued ispeaking, his voice gradually rising in« 
%o the tone of a lecture. 

^^ Hitherto you have heen hiit on the threshold 
oi the world, and you have experienced none of 
its di£GlcuIties ; you idll find now that manidaid 
are, in generU, an unfnendly race, and that in 
Londoti they are very differient from your rustic 
friends her^ in Stoneyholm. There the success* 
All look proudly down on the poor, bestriding the 
path, to prevent new candidates fromshariiig with 
^em the vantage ground of fortune.**^ 

^^ Gin tbey^ll no let me hye> I maun try to mn 
through aneath their legs,"*^ said Andrew, inter- 
rupting the oration with a sfy indifferency, wUch 
eflfectually dkconcaerted the reverend Doctor, who ^ 
taking up the book firom the table, said, in a tone 
equivalent to a dismissal, *^ I wish you, young 
man, all manner of success, and that the bkssii^ 
of Heaven may prosper ydur undertakingsw^ 
. • ^* Tm very mickle obliged to you," replied An« 
drew, drily, and openii^ the dt>or at the same 
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tone, bobbed hk head mb oanleiify as wbcn 1m 
entered, aad immediately letbed. 

^< Wbat did theminiater say toyoa P"* in^pibied 
Martha, when Andrew went home a fittle sidldly; 

<^ I fimcy he gied me hk beniaon,^ aaid An- 
drew. ^* But Fm thinking he^a no that weel 
yeraed in the folk o^ London, mair than myadf 
ibr he would hae gart me trow, that they hae bona 
on their head to dish the like o* me, a^d hoovea 
to tpead upon us when doon. For «* that, Fm no 
fcarV 

During the short remaindev of the time he 
lE^ent at Stoneyholm, he seemed, as the period of 
hia departure drew near, to attach himself more 
and mote to the different gaflfers and goodies of 
the Tillage, and to enjoy their peculiarities with 
a keenar relish than ever. His little attritions, 
in this respect, gave a degree of eclat to the event 
of his removal, which could hardly have been ex* 
pected to attend the transit of one so young, and 
so slenderly connected in the parish. On the 
efvening immediately before he set out on his 
journey, a number of die fkrmer lads, who had 
been at the master^s school with him, came in to 



the dbdian to bid him farewell, and a little dance 
was, in consequence, struck up in Saunders Chap- 
puf s public. With the fiiendliness and the good- 
humour of the party, he was evidently much de- 
lighted ; but an old man, who happened to look 
in upon the ploy, said, ^^ that Wheelie took it a^ 
as aoe of some degree T— « remark which was af- 
terwards remembered^ much to the credit of the 
sagacious observer, and which, although there 
eould be as yet no paitionlar cbmgp im Andrew's 
demeanour, would imply that he lelt himsdf ne 
longer bdos^g to the same class «s his youth&I 
associates. It is for philosoidieKa» however, to 
assign the proper source of that whidi idle village 
sage so early Ascovered as aa omen of floeoess. . 
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CHAPTER X. 

In the miAiulig on vfaich omr hero was to faid 
a long adiea to his ^native vilhige, he was awake 
and stkring with the hole. It was the eye rf 
summer, and the weather was dear and bewtifid. 
The smoke rose fioom his grandmother^s chimney 
as stiai^t as a coliann, and stood oyer it like a 
high-spreading tree, long before the symptoms of 
housewifery appeared in any other cottage in the 
hamlet ; for the Glasgow carrier was to pass at 
sunrise, and Andrew was requested to be in rea< 
diness by that time to go with him. When the 
carrier stopped to call him, he came instantly out 
alone, with his box on his dioulder, and the door 
was immediately closed behind ; no one saw Mar- 
tha till long after he was out of sight. The mas- 
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ter^ who was abroad to convoy him « part on his 
way, was the first who visited her, and he found 
her sitting with the Bible on her knee, wiping her 
Spectacles : there were drops on the page, which 
shewed what had dimmed the glasses. 

In going along the road, several of the lads 
with whom Andrew had spent the preceding even* 
iag were' standing at the end of the loans which 
led to the farms where ihey were as herds or as 
plodghmeh, and they Uithely dhodc hands widi 
him as he passed, hoping he would return with 
gtild in goupens. But the cart soon drove beyond 
th<e limits of the' circle which contained aQ his 
schdol-feUows, and reached the head of a rimng 
ground, where, the road diverging behind the 
hills, Stoneyhohn, and the woods and fields of the 
Craiglands, are hidden from the view. At this 
spot our young adventurer- paused, and ledked 
back ; — ^no presentiment of evil overcast his hopet 
at that moment, bm a number ofgi^and cheer-- 
fbl reooDedions Mdeared' the scene to him, and ' 
he said to the carricar, ^^ It^ a blithesonse place 
yon, a^d Tm thinking it may be a while before 
"Vol. I. • D 
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ru 960*900 htnmj trees and gmm »lmes« m the 
f^odfi avid la&dfl o' ik0 ^Gwi^M^^ 

|ier fyc some time ai i^Ieneef^wd^iadeo^ 
is rememberjed of die lemainder of hie j^imi^ ^ 
01a6gio«r, not £d he UuBMitf ra^ffflbci any^ tfajng 
he passed^ till the I%h Chi]4^ atafpltM mmfim 
f^ht, i^hkh the earner {Kontedou^ IqF tooa^iiDg. 
)iknontbe1>aek; for he waB4heii-aaated^«oB tbo 
^^ and had heen toit tome #rM jn^ estate of 
^M*«y wvme^ 4hat aeomed ahimA Itteoiefqp. 

At &l$i^gm he was ooAdiHSfied 40>hu xelati0&) 
^Cl* Tr^dke the Huimi&cti^or. it was dboisk 
lluree^o^loek vhe&heanrhed atrthoho^ aad 
mr thf ^ifOF^y fidbsioator xif musKps -t^ld >oiiT«d;vo8 
at tbe last C&«iiit| ^< thieeo^over iPia4P9dy a dipL 
^ like thvHnmert o' a «rff(|tW9 seen mtmaag a 
t^glg^t!lajo4-4Ie had oii Srty^ o' dnMim paa. 
4yod i%4apid.fiQr moiUa^^i^aii^vmivtaji stocku^gs, 
thMgh it wos a div)r Aat d^gs lay iMNBtiBf wf 
tlieir tongues omt^aad hia eoilwaa mi^mt moLeye 

sMwI. Wewoirejpaitgawik^lAfmliaaii^ 
thegitdewifebade Andreiratin and paitake» httt 
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the day wi^ your mMUtinie. I thoaght ye w^d 
ht^ kad &at a*«r fcy tir«il k^uM, and m I hae al^ 
die^ieoeoH'tlid voad that gfanffiie gied me^ Pai 
mo ^at seady yet^<Mr 6ny mabv-HM) m^ y^dur wiH, 
VB. «^€n gae out iuidf lo^k at tke ^lies and uneo'a 

♦^€rfailgO^.' 

« Wr tkat^^ 4U0' Mr Twdfles, " be Whiskit 
ISm n irMttetet out o^ i;ke door, a^ we saw m^ 
tkkg o" kkft tttl tnak than twa kotffs after, wketi 
ke ^jame kome^^md jin^tfee^femided vm, for he kad 
becm te see^ffiag WiUiatt, ^l wm up at tke Hie 
Kbfe-^rit neVr ferget the kmgh we got, at wkat 
ke taid o^ the €oHege* It^s keen a s^se ammg 
us et«r dm tiyne.— -^ Hek !' qtio^ he^ * bat yofi^i 
a gmesome like-^u^ ; ^ very w»noe» are kke 
the' peering een and bent brow€ of ituld Pkiko* 
phenmi.^ 

^' tt iMf^Mned that nigbt,^ eontimied «ke ma* 
AiifMtitter in kis- narration, ^* tkat we kad wme 
neigiibeajnr in to their lea^ and the mistreM had 
pv0vided jborMsreadr and eeed^cakO) wi^ eeme V 
her jelly and mannolet, aceer^Bi^ to ihe me 4md 
mmt o' audi oceas&ms. When dM tea img filled 
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oi^t, em frknd drew In his chair to the table^ aad 
Wa^a slack either 'wi\ teeth or claw on &e<daiil- 
ties. — ^ Ye seem to like that kind o' bi^ead, An« 
drew," said the anistress.— ^^ AtweeV qtto'-he, * it'^s 
xio ill. to tak,\ and wi' that he* continued to work 
awa' at it wi' the greatest industry. ; and when he 
was satisfied, he set back his chair, a^d took the 
chumla-lug, in afore Mrs M^Yicdry the umjor^s 
widow, a pr^jinct elderly womaii, that uev^ for- 
got it, till about nine o'clock, when.' he rose, alid 
lifting' one of the candles, said, ^ Mistress Tred- 
dl^s, m awa. to my bed ; for I maun be up to get 
the Edinburgh Carrier the mom's morning by 
skriegh o' day— Whar am I to cuddle P'-^I thought 
we would ha^ve a' deet at this... But when the lass 
look hijai wr another light to the stranger's room, 
Mr Plank, that was o' the ccnnpany, a deept^and. 
observant man, said, ^ Yon lad's no to be.laugh'd 
at — H^'U learn mair havens bely ve ; imd if he 
pursi^eis his ain end wi' honesty, and ^as little in 
Ihe awe o' the world as he scans ; to feel at pre^ 
sent, he'll, thrive in London, or ony otheir place, 
therein his lot may be cast' " 
:..JBy this i^ccdunt, it would really seem that An* 



I 



S 



TH& BEPAETCHE. 



7? 



drew/in lus ^fatset^ had profhfiGed a sensation even 
in Glai^ow. It was cettahily, howevet, not sueh 
as^woiild Ussre led- any one to suppose he would 
ever become » fe^ourite with the elegant and &i 
shionable. .''-.'* 

- On the following morning, as' he said himiself, 
by» "tbe-skriegh oVday,^ he was mounted with 
his ^^ -pack df diMsT on the top of one of the Edin* 
boxgh carts.; and in dile time, in the afternoon^ 
readied Linlithgow, where tibe carriers stojqped.' 
^ litl^w fax welb, and Glasgow for belk^"^ is 
a saying diat few aGhooB)oy8 in Scotland have 
not heard; iiadi Andrew was deeply versed in 
thbee honourable traditions which exalt the affect 
tions of Scottish patriotism so highly^ thaty eveii 
irith the eyes of manhood, the Scotchman is rare- 
If tobe fonnd, who, with all that travel and ex- 
perience teadi to the contrary, will not contend 
for the superiority of the national monuments of 
his native land — to say nothing whatever of the 
superior excellence of her institutions. In An- 
drew tilis^ partiality was deeply impressed ; and, 
with mingled stotiments of admiration and sor- 
row, he contemplated the ruins of the royal pa* 
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]0ce^ and inspected Ae dilapidated fmnteiofr iribi^ 
gave xise to the thyme quoted. Linfithgow, in 
ita dajf was the Versailles of Sootkad ^ and ^ 
Court, which Tended there prior to the RefiMMi» 
tion, was justly esteemed at the time one of lite 
gayest in Europe. Holyrood mid Stirling stittd 
more dignified in the prejiidiees of the country/ 
I^ tales of dark consinraeies, and^ bold advent 
tures ; but the eourteoies of chivalry and 8Q0g 
are associated with Liidithgow. 

YHiild Andfew wing hovering^ nmnd the skirti^ 
of the ^daee*, a« old immm^ wha happened al 
the time to be passn^f wilk li bvge bey, and a 
smaller tied to it> dangHng m her ha^ saodj 
^* Hey, hkd, Would you like to see the Queer and 
the E&ig'« s^?"^ This was a tcmptatkm that 
Andrew was not-then in a humour to resist ; but 
before indulging hunsdf, he inquired what the 
sight would cost. 

^^ Ye maun gie me twopence, Fse warrant,^ 
said the woman. 

<^ ^Deed no» hicky^"" replied Andrew ; ^ Ibola 
and dieir siller are soon pwted. Fll gie you twid 
ponies, gin ye like to tab il, and ye had betlcc 



^ ; for Fm gaun out o' the kiittra, and ye'U hae 
n^e chance to get either plack or bawbee firae me 
ai* yottr days,^ 

: After some altercation. Andrew was admitted, 
and &at himself in the very seat where the gal- 
tfmt and tmfortuiuite Jai&es of FUnlden-field used 
to bear mass ; and he saw also, with as sincere a 
fiiith in the tra& of the stm^ as any boy of his 
age did in the age when it happened, the chapel- 
aidef wheve tke ^ipaiation of St Aa^w warned 
dne Eiag bmm tiiat fiital campaigny wh»ji die 
Ifvaetr of SmtkaAhmire ^netvr cnased to dqpbee^ 
mA Mmm- move kaf^m^nfy diaii^ m oor ^mm 
titta^ mmt!ikk§r aa itwwey by a> baaanofliLsidie^ 
i^y, d»»^iit0M9ty/af natittud disgraee wBdvdsbu 
t«ite$*kfl9-ieaa4ftrea<)f natiMpd pi^ that tend tn: 
adi y^fbwt to th«r4nefgiea of foarioiisBt. 
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BDINBUBGH. 



The feelings with vhich the reUea of ttgd 
grandeur at Linlithgow Imd inspired our^heroy 
were gread]^ augmented, when, at an early hour 
next day, he behdd the Ca^ of Edinbur^^ xising 
abovfe the nuats that floated roimd its roc^cy baae. 
But instead of indulging his curiosity yrhm he 
z«ached the cturriier^s qua^rters, he inonediately &a^ 
gaged a porter to carry his box, and to conduct 
him to Leith, where he was that day to embark in 
a London trader. Fortunately the vessel was not 
to sail till the evening, and this allowed him seve- 
ral hours to inspect the curiosities of the dty. The 
porter who had carried his trunk, on understand* 
ing his intention, offered his services, but they 
were declined ; and for two reasons, the principal 



of ^Uch WA9^ thftt he wmdd expect {Mi^ent f<xt 
ioB fmm ; and tlie ot&er, becftds^ he was-ii high-- 
laniBian) that^iough« Macalkmi More « greater 
man than Neboehadneaiar. i*' ^ .'- ;i< . . 

.Considering Andrew^ intidtive peiceptuaicdf 
eharaeter, it is not pmbMble fii^cMn this i^pinioid, for 
we quote his own words, diat he sustained toy loss 
by revising the Hijghlander's giiidandi ; bat iif^vi- 
siting the d^erent parts of the Old To?m, the Can 
di^'and Holjnrood-house, he sometimcfs wandered 9 
tttd as the Edinburgh boys are hot less inclii^ 
to mischi^ than their ^contemporaries elsewhere, 
his inqukies were not always answered "^th a 
strict adherence to truth, or the most benetolen:t 
wish td set him in the right. However, he neVerthe- 
ldB» oootrived to see all the ihost remarkalde ob^ 
jecto to winch histiosy^han attached any impcH'^ 
ance ; and having satLsfied'himself in that respect^ 
he dined on " parUamaits'' and ^ qiiality,''^by 
which fa^ both saved money and ti]ne> f<^'he ate 
his dutoer as he walked along. 

As liie time a^oached when it was requisite 
he should go ba^ ag;ain to Letth, he met two la- 
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din; Qmi£ iimiw^MiMe]ig^jgAij^ 

older^ aad)'^!; i mttmjmibJb^ ilniimmnii 1 1 It mrt 

Maxy Cmminghiun, and tone oCA»;goTeniiiile0^iif 

thebottdngmhoiiridieie'ilwilii^ wloiig^beln. 

<' Whedta r esdWmedkMvy^di deKglm lii0 

A]idic»r:6r n iaatnt Jrtood ae^uvty.toilKt so 
iddfctMd bjr a lady m Am aML.fiidBMabb ; but 
lecuq; wbo it wm^ xeeovered huBaclf, as il>iK«ro^ 
wkh aft daitie bomd^ and said^ in hk ftauliiii 
manner, ^ I cam ftae the Staneybdm to Glatgoiv 
m. Johnny G^tttem^- eatt^ and «yne bore wf the 
Edmho^ eajpfier,'^ 

*< BM^evar seogii^ a. ittodiiranHketlangf'^ 
aaid Maxy langbinf^yy tnxmng to the govvraeaa^ 
** bat he!fli as paiAk as a fttfy^^^-Can^ye say tf, 
ypjfot My Psabtts^yot^ WheoBo^?'* 

'^ifyfht I miybty tt? yoir^utd heariewmo 

But to this Mary niidi^ft^dfaMOt iwpiy^oi^M^ 
ing^ <^ WhM lir# y€^<MHi^«9 S#iAiiVb^ 

^ iW^ft 3riKy<iw»!ftaLottcbiii^ 

<^ To London^ WheeEe^r exclaimed Mary iri^ 






m ye haeu made your fbrtmie at KilwuHiiiiBiS^ 



gilH|f fiiakriibiM^t]^ta«rt iki 

i9ilt0d -lAiMr fii^itt^ pa^ 

hM, Md$ fleeing Mm^^ Uwed her hM4 bir^a gajr ^ 
ancr firtniiputaiir. nuunicr* 

AndfbWj alnibf^p^ sCnlnl^efy aflwcletf-'b^ tm^ 
siglil 6f%Iietowern^I3ythat Maff hiig^f^^mi^attd 
oreriHMtie'lrjr Iife^^ fipr^hfliiMesi ^wm^-MSfjkksA- at * 
tli^titMinM«dSeetie»wl^ nem n A -^^mitm^ 
artne pinicipai' iiicMieMe wiiii'^wiiicR nci *]iiiag<t'9*av > 
a lassie^ md asfloda^ltt Mb teoo^^ Xt#t> 
ftoi appea^to Unt tbaft lier bmer iN»>eMMttei«d> 
ivitb any scam ; on llift contntty^ it liad il ftrriara^ 
OTniKaiesi iii if^ #Hmr b youln oneVMtMi eoUhi 
myt bdtia^ witlt mrnetai^ dftA^lN^^lopeawf^^ 
{ifeatoit.^ WiA sIMibyaiitfioeoiit^ anAi('%lik'fl 
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ly weiit mi bModdte tsMd dM^i^ 
of destiny* :.\ - - 

For thejMttwd As]^ after the irldierkftLck 
like most of tbe pasamigei^, fae wfli8.6o dx^tdluSy 
afflicted with what D^oetor Pnagleicalk ^< the grie^ 
▼ouji proBtrationr thai he caidd Bot raise his: head ; 
bul BtiU>ihere was sonnethiiig so queer in the mao^ 
nerin which he .hore his suffieringS) that U fitr<Naoe> 
amtised and integesjteA his fi^flo w pas a c f^rs. Th(^> 
saw hy- his appearanoe that he was only a simple, 
country boy; ^but the sel&pDsseSiian which he evia-^ 
oed in the intervals of the malady^. shewed that»; 
though -cbd in hoddeQr^?ey> he was not entirely 
niade.of rustic stuff. He> however, took ^lo part 
in tI(eQaa&viwati0a ; and theopinionof hiashrewcU . 
nata mi sagaei^ was ehaefly fcarmed fropi^his lo9ks, ; 
and the manner in ^vHbich he. set about his little , 
offioe^i apdiOhieftyby an ol^setyationon th^fais^t, 
whifdi; w^ ;e%gaed]D|^ -hard ; /^ Jx^ yery good,"^ . 
saiA^i ^^ and jrill eat.wi' psips.'' . , ^ 

: Qiki^^y}Mgimifp9q^^ Ids, 

4^e^ te^is^jnupb 4)}<^ i^ti^ bflp^to,^iK, 
ter into'Jtlf^hHinQ^ of bis. CQ|i^aiQi<)i^, Aad.4|l 
0]^ifii}iH)gr!^'Wt long w«^ti^g to ^ew the ir-. 
repressible drollery of his character 



Wh9;biid beenra Bla^ei^ at the Uifircbttty/ofi 
iidttbiiii^ V fiin^iilsLiftKiftaiBw btiffaiidcoficat^ 
6^ lA.biffs'imaiiiita^ yinJl/ciagiilHr]y/fiMtid]Dt» 'to^^ 
yifft^^^mh^iix^ JaftfidrnM^'tliiitMie tms'geMw- 
i^|[ dii^^ ; bvit BdtU^ iie so conducted jiimself/ 
tfantl-betbid^not faeeSLeKpoacdioimjr opea ridicdcu 
Alhi^^ pescfRVjed^hoif ^ %as <H»^ aUnU 
tering into the fcn^Kttga^of :th6 piartgitfsfmvSi/Aiq 
}j^rPmm^:9lpii^o(r delicaey ftndcoBdeficen^n, 

Ul.^^i^uiaElf^ of.tohiiMSQKi t/am scMhinmod^the; 
t#Ue}ida«i:«; -\.;.;o.::j. .::./. . !^^' .• • "'.•''^i 
. !'/^ ^'»^. dii]f]ai^''/jMd lie» .^mly.^prftTdiTv bU;; 
Hit ^iMi«te/4m«; Ukddiigt poerin^f 

^:|r#i|Q^f fM l^le^'i,.tlM I ,him aMft y<m;iie»; 
fofpr-rM^jliW y<*hftft hid a jeaatedigtKwe jfciiy? 
a 4«^{fwr 'y<«te<)^iai0r-rfW*o& m 3^ piffdtiibe to' 
Th9pi«gji.St^y thft tieiiw:inf.«iiif p«»h ??^: . .; 

vm\^^t^^msii biAi aiidh«iN^HQdtbitfflM«iiIi; 



'■■W^ 



flft 



ttrf jinw tiMli ■Uliwgliiit^mirihii^t 

c»fe<^ Tbmtjr DaiAV» Indfe ITs wiitMM^. 



jftkjremis ito gleg)iH; ycwMcdk^ 



pini«iivdBi)pirite OBJ cf tb^ 

ttajcaboBiqfi tef^ and^ (M^ti^ 4iid]imii«i of iiA«|i 
might be the issue. At last, the student^ iM^loflgier» 
dM toraBtnpn bis lage^idareatiMdt to d^f Ad. 
dnrraovtteipdi;^ whe^ iirnKtiieli«s» wiA^e^ttKH^ 
peifintBoadnlHrM, feplied,— <^ Ye had becierM' 
tiiyrfilM^jinrjgteiye 9tiSki^ m»^t^ lAnt I^ttnty*' 
in^^ClLgir fv pBDt»bcfofe<he LoiAi»lhai yM 
no a taiIor^awirI^a»4mM tf^il^tler saelhal'TeVe 
naorf dpiMMftf VAmAt «a tibapiesaateon^^y, 
i ga >w ><iiiy iWii»c«ttii«»saMtae aaa. Bttt^ittt^&o^ 
jaw\*Miii ■i(*ifjai»harfV 6e4 has BMNle^]^aft> 
wi* shanks like dhrands, and sma"* fingers to p^^ 
iwjJiitlmwfcirciaihi; ire;i?4#Bv.yii<«lniirlitfp 
it.'* . 



iTbe student, under his foppery, was not desti- 
tote of sense, sad by the little descriptive touches 
ijt 1^ last sentence, suspectii^ that Andrew was 
not redly serious, endeavoured to turn the tables^ 
But our hero was more than his match at banter ; 
and before the end^x^^^ke ttjtige had so ndsed 
himsdf in ihe opnioB of his fellow^passengers, 
that they wace univeasni^^ opuiion he was cal* 
culated to make his way in London with great 
pvooes% wiv s{ika>c£ fanrlittki cislBawi^BM^ilbd 
thedsoltiiiinpiMis^ofaA: 
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CHAPTER XII. 



X^l^DOX. 



: iMMSDlAtatron kbanival, AnSrew was ooiw 
ducted to the home of his Tdaticin, Mrs IpseyV 
where having receiyed a note to Mr Vellum, the 
sdidtor, with whom her husband had provided 
him a situation, he went immediately to deliver 
it. It was rather adventurous for (me so fresh 
from the country to attempt, on the first day, to 
find his way in London, with only *^ agude Scotch 
tongue^ for his guardian geni ; the consequence 
was what might have been anticipated. He lost 
his way, and went wandering through the laby- 
rinth of streets in Mary-le-bone, seeking, as it. 
were, an outlet ; his heart almost perishing within 
him. In this dilemma, however, he met with a 



t»ngukar stroke of geodrfiogrtuae. Cliades Pier6ton 
had, about a year before, been taken into hit 
uncle's countilig-house iii the city, and/happcnii^ 
to be inthAt part of ;the to^vn on bwiiesg,;they 
aoeidentally met -The joy of thia encounter was 
exoessive-^it rescued Andrew :fi!pin despair. 

Charles was.^wn a gay aqd elegaittly^fonned 
youth, dressy an4 Bfiodiab evw to foppw^y for haa 
unde was liberaland indulgent to him, perhaps to a 
&ult; but he wa; still the 8aHke£raiik,.g«asrou8»and 
warm4iewtedla4 «^^li4u>ughxi0 coti cither 
in appearance or charaetei! eoidd be.more striking 
Aan what these two.schodrfidlows.fveeebted, he 
shook hands with Andrew, and welcomed hiitn Id 
Londcrn at once with jdoes and ehguti ^.|^ad- 
ness* . ) 

^VLord bless v^ but I am Uithe to tee you,? 
cried ouv hero, his spirit rehoixndang vf into aB 
it^ wonted self-possession* in finding hiineelf egifti» 
under the encouraging counteuafi^^ of ** a ktioA 
tfLce.'*' — ^l, I b^ye^ biel^n lost amang thir. houses, 
man, for hours, tiH I believe my head's no right 
Od sake, if I wasna ready to lie down afTttSS, 
bad it no been for shame.'' 
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in the nwoBer in; vUch tliis. answer was given, 
ibat encouraged the coachman to enforce his de- 
mand mere tesdhitfl^, and he repeatedft; i . 

.'^ I tell you, miin^ that it's no me ye>e to appfy 
to— What the deevil, if a frien' hire a chaise, and 
gie me a hurl, am J to pay the hire ? — I 'never 
heard o? fiic:exttotion--g6 aW.wi' you, man.'" 

Jehu had Som^ reUah.of humour himself, and 
played still &rther wxth the aj^ucehensidns of our 
hoEO^ Myiii^) Ke ahoold pay ton his friend, and 
aettle it a fterw a rd s with hiiiL 

<< I^s fll getdng ft bieek a£P a Hi|^ilanman~ 
Get twa shillings firae that flea4u|^t rinnagate 
Cfaai^e Pien(iRi,who had ne'er a doit that didna 
tern ft hole in Ins pouch ! — I ken him o^er wed, 
to let his seore gang to my lawin.— No, my lad, 
it's of no use to aigol bai^l wT me. ril no be 
bow wowH out of Boy shillings ony hoo ! and as I 
said before^ ye maun just gang your ways, for 
soot nor lot will I p$gy you, oir the like o^ you, if I 
should be diamn^d for% which is a mickle word for 
me to say f tsad with thai he'walked briskly up: 
the steps that led to Mr VeHu^i'^s chamber^; 
whSe the coaduaan mounted his box, roaiing with 
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hughter, Uke die mill-lade iatKilwimiii^4>rig in 
a speat, as Andrew afterwards told Pierston. 

Mr Vellum was an able^ acute, and intelligent 
man of business, in the prime of life, active, gen- 
tlemanly, and decisiye/ The moment that he cast 
his eye on our hero, he perceived he was an origin 
nal, nor -did he like him the less for his uncouth' 
q[^arance. His knowledge of the world had in- 
4^d taught him, that^ in^ all^tfae secdndnry and 
laborious diepsQrtments of busmess, such characters* 
are of the most invaluable description ; and in 
oonsequaice, much to the amaaement of several 
q^ce young feUows, who were casting contemp- ^ 
tuous glances aside on the stranger, as they plied 
their nimble quills, he received- him with unusual 
oordiality. 

^^ I am Very glad you have eome,^ said Mr 
VeUum, ^^ for it is now term time, and I doubt 
not you will soon make yourself usefol.*" ' 

" m no feil in the endeavour,^ replied An- 
drew ; ^^but if I dinna at first come up to your 
CKpectatioB, ye*^maun just bear wi' me tSl my 
hatf 9 aoopl^_at the wark-"? • ^ 
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<^ l^^Iudl h6 fltttbfied wxOi jour dideaViOur, w^ 
you rmf'Vffif tdte your ]dai» at Jthe desk.'' 

^< No the €by, «ir,'' said AaidaEcw ; ^ for I hae 
tint^ie 4t time by Mi^ bij^ in .«oBas&g^£n»ti 
Mr liMiey'tf^ tbi^ I macm look after )die bit|fad[ 
lid' ny-^aes Ufdie dmrk. Til W ni^ you, hcm^ 
eroTt b^ bio^ a" ^bj^^tbe-ttomlBi imormng.'' 
. A& Velfatt ao^oiesced, »ini Aaidxew^ iffirjgmi. 
<pd jby the ^aliefiietoi^ vcc^oti lie had mtff^ynib, 
Uttd* peshftps vmcfmatamaAy ^bo dqrlihe fitde^cicpe. 
]ignfie^Jioh«A|^hmiieddai hmadnreiil^ tdlh Pi«r« 
4tm9/ttieti i»»Beeded withcoHfidaMe to the home 
of a Msa Gtdbmder, ivhcn Mnr Ipoey liad reeom- 
me&ded.to him Ibr lodgiajgs. 

It W9» AtiiaAed in a small court, off one df the 
streets, in the vicinity of Red Lion Square, «md 
itt the Haattiess of all its iqipearance, j4u^ed the 
dbanietier idiich ik had reoeircd of the landbi^. 

In conBetpieiKe <^ comiBg from Mrs Ipaey, 
Ao/btw was dfaewn the first floor ; hut whefi hi- 
ftamed diat: the tent leas a guinsa a^v^reek, he 
tancid jap hifi eyes. And gasp«d as If A ioad^ f^ 
on his heart. At last he mm wahied V vrdctt^ 



1aI«, '' Y^U Jb^fi ifher iMfnisr iUnd ifaeingvMP 

l^}i^n» # ter|^ W9fti«^i;toddlibirii»fc 4t^ aft jdw 
«M of fi>Dr ahilliiij^ MdjBvq^me {mbk i<^. BA 
v<^ Biu«lt Mt <wd»rtoke lo^ciiciifa^ ihe detoOiiof 
h«» hoii9ebdi€l firr^qgenifiiita ; iire^sbaU^ftfaee^&Mi 
fips ov€ff ^ a9BV0n(«iiw which todk^lA«0^t4DA 
bargam-making, lodi skpai^ lemiirkiiigx {tt^t^iaJU 
tb^ngh JS^jtdiew tbonght M» CaU^Bdei; ^^ cbeid^ 
&' dearr in fb<e rwi of bar wpm, y«i b^ wi«m»iii& 

ig^»ftm^\ ftttd with ftU«ic||fidi«»^ baste p^ 
to the wbaif tp g^fe bi^ li^gnge bmogbft b^ae* 
Tbig, bowevef, invi^ir^ diffimdlaesdvbiab b^ Jwi 
i^Ql 8iiti<%Mited. 

He gufisaed feopi tbekxigtb rf A? wajr, wWdk 
did not mssoL al«i%6d by tbe neiQewly be wat 
widior of inquiriiig, at evezytiun^ fi>r ^ tbeneidl 
to Wanpiogr that lie «q?eiice of partenge &r 
]^ traok vQuld be eaoeidei^le, and be madi$«9 
bia mind to go the wbok extent of a abi]|ifig;» 
9i)» on i!ea<Aii»g the wbari^ to bis ine:ipi!€wble 
aatmidHaieii^ ao man qoold be found wba «ymlA 
i]«dfrtAl»ibe.t«d( &r less ibapfire abfflings^ th© 
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?Qty mention of which bro^ht at once an inters 
jectbn^om the inneimost chambers o^ his soul^ 
afid 4t cold dtreat on his brows. "The steward of 
ifae-yessd^advis^ him to take a coach ; but this 
was a sugg^tion of prodi^iUty stiU more insur- 
mountable ; so that, seeing no other likeiy way 
of getting the trunk carried, he man&Ily resolved 
ta bear it on his own shoulders. 
* By this time it was almost dark, and there was 
tome risk that th^ landmarks, which he had ob^ 
served to guide his way, would be soon obscured 
6rom his view, ff he did not make haste. Having 
therefore shifted Mis coat and waistcoat, for the 
old ones which he had worn in the passage, he got 
the trunk on his back, and bravely set forward 
firom Miflet^B wharf to find his way to Holbom, 
knowing ihat if he was once ther^ he would soon 
discover the ro^ to Mrs Callender^s. But to 
Carry a well^pad^ed trunk through the crowded 
streets of London, was no easy task to a stranger ; 
and long before he reached the Royal Exchange, 
the shades of darkness had deepened over-head, 
and the lights and lamps around him shone forth 

fc all their wonted nightly splendour. Still, how« 
11 



LOKDOX. 



&7 



. met J with'mdefa%£ible perseverance, winding his 
toilfiome way aldng, he at l^igth, after many halts, 
reached St S^ulchre's diurch, where he placed 
the trunk on the wall of the chmrch-yard, and rest- 
ed to breathe and to wipe his. forehead. 

He had. not travelled so burdened unnoticed ; 

. a gang' of street-robbers early marked him for their 

.pey, md dogged him like blood-hounds in the 

track of their game ; but his wariness had pre- 

veAted an attadc, dU they saw him at rest. - 

One of those freebooters, a little in advance be- 
'fore the others, passed him a few paces j and giving 
a loud shriek, fell down on thepavement, seem- 
ingly in convulsions. In the first impidse of the 
. mOnfentt, Andrew, as the tMeves had calculated^ 
starts forward to his assistance ; but fortunatdiy 
in damg s(^ his trunk fell from the railing. The 
jeopardy in which he -saw diat it was immediately 
placed, by the companions of the "impostor run- 
nilig tolrards it, checked his humanity^ and he 
clung to it with the fond anxiety of a mother over 
h^r darling in dangarv The thieves cursed bis 
inhumanity, and the man in convulsions instandy 
. VOL* 1. . , B '. 
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rieoovermg, rose, and walked away with an alaeri- 
ty which at once aatdnished and akrmed our ad- 
Tcntnrer, who required no fiurther testfanony re- 
specting the character of die parties. 

Saving only in this inddent, he reached the 
honse of Mrs Callender mtmolested ; andnethii^ 
could exceed the laud and admiration of that wot* 
thy dame, when she heard what he had aooom- 
plished, and thepresence of nnnd with which he 
had preserved his trunk ftom the Philistines. 

" rin sore,'* said she, ** Mr Wylie, that you 
must stand in need of your tea. Do sit down, and 
in the parlour IH get it ready, with a nice com- 
fortable hit of toast."" 

" I would like that unco weel,* replied An- 
drew; *< but if^ dwities I mauna think o\ So 
m thank you to get me a smtchkin of strong 
yiH and a cooky, winch wiB baiih serve me ftr 
fburhours and snppcr."^ 

Mrs Callender declared, that she did Wf^ be- 
lieve any such things could be had in London. 
But she could get him a dice cf ham and a pint 
(n porter. 

<< The woman's deleerit T exclaimed Andrew ; 
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*^diic8 dhe tUnk that Ffi make a sow o* mysel wi' 
drinfciiig a whole jiat if porter ?^ 
: Ffemmtfy, however, recollecting that diere was 
some difference between the Scotch and English 
measure, he inquired the expence; and having 
saved the porterage of his luggage, he adopted 
her suggestion as to the porter, but he would yield 
to ho such seduction as the ham. 

Having recruited his strength in Mrs Callen- 
der^s parlour, he proposed going to bed, as he was 
much tired. " But," said he, " I needna be lay- 
ing in ony stores tiU I see about me in the morn- 
ing ; so that gin ye hae ony idc thing as a candle- 
doup aboot the house, TH be obliged if ye^U lend 
me^t the night;'' 

This request needed some explanation. In the 
efid, however, a mutual understanding took place 
on die subject ; but without materiaQy tending to 
exalt the character for liberality of our hero in the 
opinion of his landlady. Nevertheless, she lent 
him the candle. 

Having retired for the night to his chamber, 
and extinguished the light, he knelt down at the 
bedside; But the hopes, the wishes, and the an- 
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xieties, which the young adventurer conununicates 
to Heaven in such a time, belong to a more holy 
strain of feeling than we may here venture to im- 
foid. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

FIBST IMPBES&ICms. 

Mb Vellum had for clients several persons of 
hi^h rank> and, among others, the. Earl of San- 
dyford. His Lordship was still on the gay side of 
^rty^andjustly consideredone of the most elegant 
men of the age ; but from the date of his marriage 
with Lady Augusta Spangle, the daughter of the 
Marquis of Aberside, he had disiappointed the ex- 
pectations of his friends. Instead of taking that 
splendid part in the deliberations of the kingdom, . 
for which he seemed naturally, by his apimated. 
temperament and Ipfty eloquence^ peculiarly qua- 
lified, he suddenly rushed into the whidpool of 
foshionable diBsipation» and squandered his estate 
and talents witii a vdiem^ice that not only surpri^ 



m"-^ m 
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sed, but alarmed, while it mortified his firiends 
.and adnurers ;^for it appeared to be the result of 
.fiomo *^&;-" yet* voluntary resolution, as if he 
:$i5J^ht,[lf the>eldeity of a headlong career, to 
' escape t&e nuseries of some mysterious sorrow. 

When his Lordship first entered the arena of 
fashion, he was strikingly handsome, and the ex* 
pression of his GouBtenanee» whieli was nobly in- 
telligent, indicaited great elevation of sentiment, 
tinctured with an urbanity full of playfiilness and 
good humour ; but, Bt the period pf which we are 
now speaking, he was become pale and slender, im 
diegant listlessness pervaded his whole frame, and 
his voice, which was naturally clear, and finely 
modulated, had dwindled into an habitual mono- 
tonous simper, suitable indeed to the small topics 
he affected to discuss, but which he evidently caSred 
as little about as he did toac any diing else. Occ*- 
oonally, however, hia true character would shine 
out, and shew that tUii foppery was but assumed, 
md th^t he might stiU be roused to better things, 
and stand torth in the erect superiority of a ge- 
nius, conscious of its innate straogtfa, and ready, 
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y^ii&K suffident ciuise reqqired, to manifest its in- 
ciilCMlAble power. 

. About tho tiia« tha^ our hero arrived in Lon- 
don,, it had been remarked, that the Earl went less 
into o(»npany than formerly, and that he some- 
times spent the morning in the House of Lords, 
yawning^ it is true, to the tuneless eloquence and 
metaphysical distinctions of some litigious advo- 
cate fimn the north, addressing, with equal effect, 
the Chancellor and the woolsacks, and no less 
delighting the attendant solicitors, than the fa- 
ded worthies of Elizabeth'^s reign in the tapestry, 
who, in appeal cases, are commonly all the spec- 
tators. Once in the evening, when he happened^ 
in the course of that spdag, to obey a summons of 
die House, on an important political question, he 
was so. fitt excited by the conflict of debate, that 
he actuidly made a speech of three sentences^ so 
jjodidoiis and well expressed, that it tingled in the 
ears of the most experienced senators with the 
thrill of a new sensation, and was hailed as the 
symptom of a redeeming spirit, that might in time 
eonvert him fiom those pursuits which had equally 
injured his health, his fortune, and his character. 
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Some time after this, his Lordship had oceaisioii: 
to confer with Mr Veflimij and it happened, whai* 
he called at his chambers, that our hero was the 
only person within. A brief colloquy, in conse- 
quence, took place at the door, which, hi^ the 6& 
feet of interesting his Loidship's curiosity; mmh* 
much, that partly with the int^Hicm of resting a 
few minutes, perhaps more, however^ wi& di« de-; 
sign of extracting a Uttle amusement^ he was in*- 
duced to walk into the office, and take a seat on- 
one of the elevated stools at the desk. An^ew- 
had no conceptbn of the rank of the visiter ; ^ad- 
as he was not altogether satisfied with this fi*ee« 
dom, he stood waiily hoh&^ 1^ inner 'd€K>r open,^ 
as an intimation to Us Lordship that he o^ht not - 
to Temain ; but tibe oddity of his appearance, and 
the sly suspicion- of his Iboks^ with tibe simpHctty 
of his manners, diverted the pe», who, after in- 
specting him through a quizzing glass from head, 
to foot, said, with an affectation of fiuhionable in^ 
anity, swin^nghis feet at the same time, ^< These 
stools of your's, young man, are very talL^ 
•* Ayj^replied Andrew, "theyVe gay and heigh.^ 
The assumed indi£^ence of the Earl was almo^ 
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discomposed' by t&e flatness of this answer ; and 
pulling out his -handkerchief to hide the effect, 
said, 8t the same time^ " Pray, friend, where weife 
you caught ?^ ' . 

" Sir, I neyer was catched,"" was the indignant 
answer. 

" Indeed r said his Lordship, " how then came 
you to London ?" 
. " Hoo shou'd I come ?'' 

*^ A very satisfactory answer, I must confess,'' 
refoined the Earl ; ^^ and I have no doubt you had 
a great deal of pleasure in your travels ?" / 

" Ah, trouth I'' quoth our hero, " if the hock- 
ing the soul' out o^ the body, be ony pleasiu-e; I 
had enough o' that pleasure ! Gude forgie me, 
but i wais amaist tempted' to. mak awa' w? mysel. 
£h ! I thought if I could hae dee't, it would hae 
been a satisfaction. Na, na, sir, I would nae ad* 
vise my sworn enemy to come in a ship by sea- 
frae Scotland.'' . 

The Barl^ still preserving all due seriousness, 
said, ^^^May I presume to^ inquire if you are a 
lawyar?'' ; ' • ! . ' . 

.•■■••-'•' eS . : 
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*^ rm leftming,'" replied Andrew,' modesdy. 

^^ A very judicious answer,^ wag the ironical 
observation of his Lordship ; '^ and how long may 
you have been in the profession P 

*^ Before coming here, I was weel on to three 
years with John Gledd, the messenger, and I hae 
been three days wT Mr Vellum.^ 

^^ It is an honourable profesdon, and I doubt 
not you wiU become a &tbigiiished ornament to 
it^»in time,^ said his Lordship drily. 

<< Fm thinking it^s a gay an kittle trade though ; 
but 111 etde my best,^ replied Andrew, none dik 
concerted. 

^^ But,"" resumed the Earl, *< what do you tU^k 
of London?^ 

^< Poo r cried the clerk; ^< London ! a whin 
brick houses. O, man, if ye could but see Glas« 
cow and Edinburghr^^ere you would see some* 
thing-^-look at HolyroodHouse, that's a palaoe 
for you— but St J^mes^s here, if s just like an auld 
toliooth. But, sfar, yell hae to gae awa*, for its 
the time for me to gang for my dinner, diat I mv 
be back to keep the house-nrnd I hae a notion 
your busmess is no very particular the day."^ 



vm^MX d»y ; but whw^ do you dine f^] 

^^ At a very ere£t»ble b^nae, m ; Ae Caledo^ 
nkui, in a na^iboiir Btreec.^ 
. ^ And h^w much May you pay T pquked hia 
LcHrdsbip, with tuuiffected ouriodtj^ ]^(fniipted by- 
an inteiest whidb he b^^ to talce iir thi^ ori- 
ginal. 

^^ Sev«apence ; and a bawbee U> the hwldie,'^ 
replied Andrew. 

<^ Good Heaven3 r eydainied the E«r]^ toucbr 
ed mth a p^iliment of oompafiaw, never havii^ 
by any accident bef<»e heard at what ratea the 
humble and industinoaa youth cS ik^ Taat metro- 
poli9 are eU%ed to liye. 

^^ Ajf it^s awfii^ dear^^ said Andrew, mistalring 
the cause cf lija Loiidship's asteniskn^t$ ^ but 
the yiM«ars good ;"* adding, ^^ it's a hard thii^, sir, 
to livein London. Sometakeamutchkinef pertef 
to Omtiim^i b«t I dokennqr dnvwih wf Adam's 



'' I pwfliuBe^ftem that ycNi doliot alfew yo«i^- 
adEf im<^indalgmoesBp«b)kamttSfaM»t»r said 
tis Letddiip* 
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« As to tSiat,"^ replied Andrew, « I ttike Tt^y 
share, for the angers .are &r better thaji oi»s ; in^ 
deed they hae tunes aad veioes like kddies a^d 
gentlemen. But, sir, it'*s no camiy to gang near 
them ; fcnr nae farther -g^e than yestre^ylast night 
ye ken, when I. .was harkenkig to twa singing Hke 
nighlingakis, in lincoln^^Iim Square, a ne^er-do^ 
weel pocket-picker whuppet the napkin out otrn^ 
pouch, wi? the «li]^i:y hand o^ an evil spirit, be- 
fore I kent whar I was. Od, sir, but there's a ter- 
rible power o^ ill-doeirs about London.'" 

<^ O, I understand ; you mean by the pubhc 
amusements, listening to the balladHnngesrs jn the 
street,"" said the Earl) drplling. 

" I can assure you,"" replied Andrew, " tfey^ 
we^e na like baHad-dngers at a" ; and it"a miy no- 
tipn 'th6y were play-actc^ out o' bread."" 
' ^< Have you- been at Aie theatres ?"" said hia 
Lord^lnfi. 

*^ No yet, but i"n) gaun* Om^cloiksai^ to treat 
me some mght soon ; and they say — ^they a" say—* 
that m see-«-*Gude kc^ia what TU no aee ;, but il; 
ihtam be somedung vera pittraoi^biiir, for tii#y^, 
just out o" the body about catching i^'effi^, as 
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tli^ ca't. However, effecs here, of fcffecs there, 
if rf no right o^ you, sir, to keep ixxe clishihaclavar- 
mg when I ishould be taKing niy ^ick, tibiat the 
ifaaster*s wark maytia gae %.^ . • ; 

The Ear! admitted the jdtstheiid of the observa- 
tion ; and perceiving the roguery at the bottom 6t 
the iiitended treat on thfe part of tHe dther clerk»i 
became desirous' lifiself to enjoy- some of the vir- 
gin fancies b^ Andrew ; he Aere&re pretendfed, a* 
he had not foiind Mr Velhutt, he wotdd write a note 
for him. 

Being furnished accordingly with the necessary 
^plements, he requested the Solictor tihat Andrew 
might be sent to a particular cdflfee-house, tit ele^- 
ifen Vclocfc that evening, with a letter for Servina!^ 
Us Valet, who woidd be there to meet him; and 
9iat Mr Vdlum might havie same idea of flie ob. 
jfect of this singular reqircBli,he added^ ^ The Count-' 
ess receives masques, but ydur cJeark can* talb a 
p$rt without any ffi^uise.'* ' ' 
^ ''.Now,** mid Us'liMMj^'to Arii^ as he 
folded up the letter, ^^ this^refiites ta a matter bit - 
which my heart is much set, and I rdy upon your 
flddity in placing it safe in MrVdluni^s own hand.^ 



^l^^^u^^gjg^^^^^^^^^^^glJjjl 
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<< That ye may do, and deep sound uponV^ 
was the answer; ^^ for be he living, or be he dead^ 
I will see him ; and I wouldna that a thing gTen 
to me in i^e way of trust was mislippent^No, 
though I was to die (»i the spot But O, sir, real- 
ly Tm growing uneasy ; for if I dinna get my din« 
ner noo, thae deeyils, our clerks, will be back ; and 
if they fin' out that Tm tocm, they'll fish to fa* 
mish me. It would therefore, sir, be very obfi* 
ging, if ye hae done your ]^easure and needs, to 
gae quietly awa\ and let me rin for my bit dback o' 
dinner*'' 

. TbegoodhunumroftheEad, perhaps we ought 
to adl hia hatntual politeness, could not withstand 
the reiterated urgency of this appeal, and he ac» 
•ordingly withdnsw^ renewing hia injunctioBa ftt 
the careful ddiveiy of the letter. Bu!^ this waa 
ynneoesssry ; Andrew was fidly impiressed with the 
inycartance of letten addressed by clients to thijr 
sofidtors, and well awave that his fiitaxe a«ccess in 
life dep»ided quite as mudi on hia integrity as 
i^on any other ^pudily. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Whbv Andrew came luiek iB»r dhiii!^, Mr Vel- 
lum, who hdd been all the finenoon in Westmiii. 
eter-'Hall, was in the offioe^; and on reading die 
Earl's epistle, wUdi our hero bsAMtf delirered 
into Us own hands^ he wia not a httte diwrtid hgr 
Us contents. 

'^ Did the gendcman,'' said he, ^ ten you iribo 
he was r 

*< I lietwr speert,^ replied An^brew ; *< bat sure* 
ly he would put his name to the letter.*" 

<* O yes ; biMl eaimet hnagiM what has kdu^ 
ced lum to write to vie on sodi a sol^eot^ 

<< He mam answer Ibr llmt UmseT,^ saU An- 
drew $ <<biit he seemed wefypnrtfcalar. ItVsore^ 
ly sometUng very pailienkr, ttoy for he stayed so 
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lang, and asked SO mai^ questions, that I was obli- 
gated to tell him to gang awa"."^ 

*^ But what sort of a man did you find him P'' 

" Tm thinking,^ replied Andrew, " that he's 
something in the perfoomery line, for he had a fine 
scented pocket-napkin, and was wondrous prejinct 
in his words — ^a^ on chandler pins ; and baith in 
shape and habit, he was a dimmer piece of gen- 
teelity.'' 

", I hope,^ said the SoUeitor, '' that yon treat- 
ed him with all due.reqpect, for he.wa^ no other 
than the Earl of Sandyford.'' 

''.0, Mr Velbim, what a stupit fiaol faUow h^ 
maun hae thought I waa-r-ia yerl!— Me speak- 
ing in the way I did to him, and he a^ the time a 
yerl !. Hoi^aoever, he canna hie^t to. say that I 
neglected his business, or didna mind yours, and. 
Fll mak up;finrH to him in decorum at another 
time.'' 

« I hope so," said Mr Vdtom jocularly ; " but 
I have soBurdung partioularfy fyit ym to do thui. 
efmxi§. You wfll.tthe « klljer £rqn me^M one 
MrSerVbial^'^nM^l^^ ;; Wis n dvlliMn^ fui4 1« 
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acquainted with him. I need not say riiote, thaii* 
that you will endeavour to make yotcrself agree-^ 
able to Wm.^ 

" If if s for your interest, sir,** replied Andrew, * 
" yeneed hae nae fear o^ that. But ekren o'clock* 
is an awftil time o' night to be Seeking after ohy' 
honest bosinetss.^ • ' ' ' 

^ True,'' said Mr Velltun ; " but in oui* {profes- 
sion, all hours and times must be at the commiand^ 
of our clients.'* - \ 

***Say na mair, say na mair ; by night or by day,* 
Mr Vellum, ITl try to do my p^rt,'' replied An-' 
drew ; and iii this maimer the prelude for the eve-' 
hing was arranged. 

At the time appointed, the valet was at his post, 
and had not to wait long for our hero. Servinal' 
had been duly instructed by his master ; and ac- 
cordingly, after some conversation containing a' 
number of apparent facts and evidential circum-* 
stances which Andrew was to relate, with all pro-' 
per fidefity, to Mr Vellum, Servinal proposed an 
adjournment to the play-house, under the tempt- 
ing pretext, that being acquainted with the door- 
keepers, he could get them both in free at that 
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hour. . To thig ma hgxo could make no poi^siUo 
otgectioa ; on the contrary, he cmuiclered bis aa-, 
sent to the proposal as in strict conformity to the !]»•. 
structions hehadrecdyed, to make himself ageee- 
able to so inqportant a client as the val^ ap|>eared 
to be« A coadi was thereupon called, and they 
were speedily at Sandyford-housa 

On reachiiig the precincts of the mansion, An- 
drew had no reason to doubt that he was ap]^ach«* 
ing one of the principal theatres. The square was 
thronged with carriages ; a multitude of curious 
spectators, to see the company as they were set 
dpwn, occuped the pavement ; and the vestibule 
was filled with a countless host of servants in H* 
very, the domestics of the guests, and fii^da of 
the domestics. 

The Earl had instructed Servinal, in order 
that Andrew might not be exposed to the insolent 
impertinence of the meniab, to take care that it 
should not be known among them he was not in 
cl^uracter ; so that when he entered the hall with 
his rustic garb and awkward manner, they set him 
dpwn as Fieelove in the character of Jemmy, in 
the farce of High lofe below Stairs, and the sin- 
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cefe ititoiiiriiixteiil wkli wUcb lie giied aHnmd^ 
exdted theb unaniihoiit admiriiaoii and plradtte 
a9 mi incoittpBiiUe pev&niie^ 

'Andrew dung to hk oomipaiiioii in a dqpree of 
ddighted alsrm^ saying inrolnntarily^ as he was 
conducted up the gvand atair-^caae to die state* 
ajMrtmenits, where the company were aasemUing, 
"< What a beautaful house this is ! Odsdce, man, 
if 8 as graind as SoIomon^s Temple.** 

^ Were you e^er there ?^ said a masque in a 
domino in passing, Andreir instantly recognised 
a voice that he had heasd b^re, and was petri- 
fied. It was the Earl, at whose appearance Ser- 
viiud immediately withdrew, telfing our hero that 
he was now jBcee to go everywhere, and pick up 
what amusement he could for the remainder of die 
evening. 

Notwithstanding all the fireedom which the b^ 
Uef that he was in a place of puUie amusement 
was calecdated to inspire, Andrew idtyly entered 
the central saloon, from which the drawing-rooms 
opened. A party in mask, with the Eari at dieif 
bead, foSowed ])im. He thought, however, they 
were the playerB-*-the hirdings of the entertahi^ 
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ment,- and expected litem to tmirible, snd petfohn 
other antic feats of coiporeal ingenuity. 

While under this miaconoeption of his situa- 
tion, just iridnn the door of the 8alocm5 with his 
back leaning on the pedestal of a statue of Ter-» 
pochore, llie .wdl^fleshed Countess of Gorfailands, ' 
in the idiaacacter of Lady Bodol^ia Lunibexcourt,' 
caBte.up.to Mm.. Her ladyship had not the most 
remote idea that lie was not in character. Bdng 
herself « Sc»tdhwoiiian, she unagincd, fitun his 
deess^ diafe he bad iskm Ae part of a Scottish- 
lad, and addressed him aecefdiBgly» ijnitaiing the 
rattle of Lady Bodolpha with eonnderahle hu* 
moi^.. 

Ajidrew, fa(Owe^i^» was diseoncerted by what he 
canodeced her impudence, wd said, "Gmg uhoat 
your business, woman, and no fesh me. — I^ hae^ 
naething to say to you — ^I tell you, woman, ye 
may just whisde on your dnunb.**" 

<' The brute !"" exclaimed the Countess, fer- 
getting her part—- *^ How can he haire got into tiie 
house i He has %ia character.^ * 

^< rm thinking,^ said Andrew drily, ^ that I 
hae a nnsokle bettar eharacter than you."" 
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H^ ladyshqi was aiaased) andivtimied to her 
party, utterly at a losis to imdecstand the phelio- 
.noieiioii. 

Af; this laomttdt, CoL Goleson, m the duvae- 
ter of Moll Flaggon, came up, amidst shouts of 
laughter^ exdaiming, ^^ Where is he»<^where is 
the gay deceiyerP^ presenting Andrew at die 
same momentwith her pocket-pistol, olio^hrandy- 
bottle. f 

Our hero looked at Moll for about half a mi- 
nute with thejnost unequivocal marks oS ar^sion. 
At last he said, <M wond^ how the door-keepsrs 
could let sic a tinkler in i"^ 

'' Does he disown me ?^ exdaimed Moll in a 
rapture of desperation. ^^WiU the perjured wretch 
cast me off from his tender embraces in the face 
of the whole world P^'^And she b^an to. weep 
bitterly, wiping her. cgres with the corner of her 
tattered shawl, and taking a sip from her botde 
with' infinite humour. 

'f The woman's fou,"" said Andrew oodi^ to the 
bystanders, and walked ni^mj somewhat imauously 
to shun her. . 

'' See how he deserts -met"" cried the obflti[q»e- 

3 
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muMdl; ^lieabaidoiMmelike thereatof Ui 
tmMem sex, the eniel gay deoeiret P 

Andrew, terrified fay the velieiiience of MoITi 
nnner, tuned bade to reason wHb her, and said, 
^ Honest woman, ye^ in a mistake.^ 

The muiffected simplicity of this address was 
too mudi eren £oft Coleson, with all his confidence; 
$00. regardless of the proprieties of his part, he 
joined in the general laughter that it called ferdi 
from aU present. 

Poor Andrew th«i appealed to the spec t ators , 
and assured them, with the most peifect sincerity, 
that he had never seen the woman before, since 
he was bom. •< She's jnst a randy,'" said he, " and 
ought to be set in'the jougs.'* 

" What's the matteiv-^hat's the to do here P" 
cried a Justice Woodcock. <* What are ye after? 
Tramp, madam; and as finr yon, or, take yourself 
off.'* 

Andrew would have walked away rebuked, but 
M<A took hold of the seeming magistrate by the 
coat-tail^ exclahnii^, <^ Is this a proper treatment 
of the fair sex. Justice Woodcock P I thought 
you had been a better man in your day, than to 
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see a poor innocent giri, that bad nothing bat hct 
virtue, so wronged by such a cruel, a perfidious, 
a base and inched wicked man.*^ 

^^ Poor Molly ! and what has he done to ytm f^ 
said the Justice. 

^ What has he done !^ exclaimed Molly, start. 
ittgtccm out her tears. ** He has undone me.'* 

Andrew was thunderstruck, and lodced around 
in despair, but saw no friendly visage ; in the 
same moment MoH clasped him in her arms, and 
pulling out his watch, cried, *' This at least will 
procure me some comfort.**" — ^And in putting the 
watch into her pocket, she took out her bottle, 
and indulged in another sip. 

■" Softly, Moll,"" said Justice Woodcock, *^ you 
must give me the watch.*" 

*^ Oh !*" cried Andrew, in a long and vibratii^ 
tone of horror ; but suddenly mustering courage, 
he exclaimed, ^< As sure as death, sir, this is as 
big a lie as ever Cluty himsel cleckit. Only send 
for my master, Mr VdDium, and he'^U testificate, 
that I am a poor honest lad, of creditable parent- 
is, just come firae Scotland.-*-0, what had I to 
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jio here ! Gie me my watch, I tell you — gie me 
my watch — ^thieves, thieves !^ 

The earnest v^our of lungs with which he ut- 
< tered this exclamation resounded through all the 
splendid chambers, and the whole music and mer- 
riment was in a moment silenced by the alarm. 
Andrew in the same instant snatdied the watch 
jfirom Moll, who was then in the act of handing it 
to the Justice, and flying off amidst a universal ca- 
taract of laughter, never looked behind till he was 
oujt of breath, and safe in the street. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



AN INVITATION. 



Hastening home to his lodgings with the ex- 
pedition of a delm^uent flying from justice, An- 
drew was undressed, .and ov^ head and ears among 
the bed-clothes, before he made any attempt to ral- 
ly his scattered s^ses. In this situation he soon 
became more composed, and begai^ to think that 
he had perhaps been sulgected to the influence of 
some delusion. He had heard of Johnny Fa and 
Lord Cassillis'* Lady, and of mountebanks casting 
glamour in llie eyes of their spectators, by which 
Uue-bptde flies, with pins at their tails, are majie 
to appear in the -shape of game^XKsks, drawing 
logs of timber; and he was not sure but. that 
some such slight of magic had been practised by 
the players on himself. 
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This first efiPort of returning reason, as his a^- 
tation subsided, was succeeded by a still more ra- 
tional conclusion, no less than that really he did not 
know where he had been, and therefore it would be 
as well for him to say nothing of his adventure 
next morning to the othorcleiksin the office ; and 
with this prudent determinatbn, he^d bis pray- 
ers and fell asleqp* 

But although he had resolved to be silent, he 
cDuM not diTealliijnldf of jfrx»sr(iin inde^ 
feeling «f axmetf and #{>preheikii9ti whc^ he went 
to the desk in th]9 monwg. He si^ down without 
saying a wvitd, lad ^trvoU on with more than his 
wonted aaiiduity, whik his eQii»p««ionj5 were re* 
eottndng.to jeach othartljeir eiqplQits^aiid gallaB<» 
tricB^ and sirattgjd* dbbanebcvied at the Coathdie 
and Finisb^iifiet the pUtJr, 

When Mt YcUum €nterc4 die l>ffice» the sound 
of Ubr tread waa echoed b)c the beatingof Andrew's 
heart ; and A.aeiuatifin of fettr^ ahnott Ha painfiil 
as the terrors of snapeCled guilt, tocdc possesstcm of 
«mr henTa whole mindy aa that geademan said to 
hini dryly, " Wtll, WyUe^ did you see Mr Ser- 
vinal last night?'' 
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*^ A gaileel msok aasweced to Us iiame,^' re- 
plied Andrew, ^^ and I gave liiin ihe letter."^ 

" Had you any eoBvetfiattkm with him ?^ Inqui- 
red the Solicitor, amused at the dexterity of An^ 
drew'^s evasion, and interested by his evident em- 
barrassment. 

^^ A gieat deat,"" said our bero fariskly ; and then 
be fftithfiiUy recounted the whole of what he ooDi- 
ceived to be the business part of the conversation. 

VeKum commended his attention ani^Aiemory, 
and added, ^^JMA you stop long with him ?^ 

" We wer^ not a great while dt^^er,"^ re- 
plied Andrew w^ a «i^ 

^^ I hope he did not detain you loi^; fbor I do 
"not choose that nvy young men sluHiId iseep late 
hours." 

<^ It wHI bemy «nd«miur to satisfy you, sir, in 
daiat particular, for I^ i^ ^d of late hours my«> 
sdL ; thi^ ate very 1^ things,^ said our hero, mo- 
raUy. 

<^ Yes,"" re|fied las j^Mstor ; ^^ andXondon is 
so ftfi df MbptatiMs to ymith and inezperienee.'' 

^^ It's an awliil pkee^"" was tibe empha^ an* 
swer. 
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<' But you got safe home, after parting from the 
gentleman,'" said Mr Vellum. 

" Ay,^ replied Andrew with a nod, as if he 
spoke inwardly ; ^^ ay, I got safe home."^ 

The Solicitor could, with difficulty, keep his 
gravity ; but after a momentary pause, he looked 
sharply at our hero, and then, in a jocular tone, 
said, " I suspect, Wylie, you were exigaged in 
some adv«[iture last mght."" 

" I fancy every body may 'meet wi^ as meikle, 
and do nae wrang either,^ was the answer to this 
home question. 

" Then you did meet with something ?^ said 
his master. 

*^ I duma, without a Ue, aay I met wi^ nae- 
thing.'' 

^^ But what was it ?'^ inquired the Solicitor, with 
an affected tone of impatienciB. 

^^ Fm sure, sir, that's no an easy question to an- 
swer ; for ye ken I'm but a new come stranger in 
London, and a's no ill that's ill like." 

^^ Then I presume that what you met with was 
somefiung you thought straiige ?" 
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" I dare say,"' replied Andrew, " it may no 
be strange here.*" 

" It is' very extraordinary that you reftme to tell 
ihe what it was." 

" Me refuse, sir r exclaimed Andrew ; " Fm 
sure I never refused.*" 

" Then why don't you satisfy me ?" 

" It's baith my atmest wish* and interest, sir, to 
gie you the fiiUest satisfaction in my power,"" re- 
plied our hero ; and he looked at his master with 
such an air of simplicity, Uiat Vellum* was utterly 
at a ld«» whether to set him down as a kiiave^OT a 
fool. At this moment one of Lord Sandyford's 
servants entered, with a card from his Lordsliip, 
Requesting Mr Wylie's company to dinner that 
day. Andrew was petnfied— he grew as pale as 
ashes, and trembled from head to foot, totally in- 
dapable of comprehending the mystery of this da^* 
vice. Vellum smiled, and said, " I hope you are 
not engaged, and that you catf oblige lus Lord^ 
ship." 

" 6, am sure," cried our hero, panting,.*' Til do 
ony thing in the world to oblige my Lord." 
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The fi>otmaii was aoboidingly dkimssed intfa 
a card to the Earl, acceptmg of the invitadon^ 
^^ You are a fiirtonate youth,"^ aaad Mr Veiluin, 
^^ to have made so early such an ^viable acquaint*- 
tance.*" 

" But, sir,'' interrupted Andrew, <« what will I 
do, for I hae nae daes fit for niy Lord'a company?* 

^' Take my adyice,"^ said his mastar gravely, 
and with nncerity, ^' make no ehange in your ap* 
pearance, but only be earefhl that you are parti* 
cularly dean and neat.^ 

Mr Vellum waa more in the secret of hk adU 
venture the preceding evening than he pretended. 
In fact, the Sblidtor had been'himself at the mas- 
querade, and partook of themeniment which '^ the 
incomparable unknown'" oiocasioned, aa The Mom^ 
mg Post called Andrew, in deacrilHng the enter<> 
tainment, finr the pinrpos^ of advertising the sair 
Toury merits of the cook a9Eid confectioner who 
provided the supper. 

In resuming his duty at the desk, Andrew mar* 
vdled, as he copied, on the cingolarity of having 
received an invitation to dine vritb an Earl ; and 
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ke was shrevrd ttnoiig^' to gaess tint it conU nsL 
ther h6 on aeootoit of Ua le»|iiiig» bifl rHok, nor 
tke&shioiiof Us sppeiiratacte. ; 

Tho invitatbn wluehAndxeir had xeomed ^m 
the Earl was soon known among the odier ckzks^ 
and their first notion led them to fancy that he was 
related to his Lordship ; they b^an, in conse- 
quence, to think he was not, after all, the mean 
sort of half-witted creature which they had hitherto 
thought him, but an eccentric and original cha- 
racter. This idea received something like con- 
firmation, when one of them, inquiring in what de- 
gree of relationship he stood with the Earl, An- 
drew dryly replied, ^^ Really I canna say, but I 
believe weVe sprung of the smne stock.""— Some of 
the more knowing, however, began to suspect that 
it possibly might be on account of his odd and sin- 
gular appearance ; and that his Lordship, in Q>n- 
ferring the honour of the invitation, slyly intend- 
ed to amuse his own fiiends, by showing off the 
curiosity ; — a shrewd suspicion, characteristic of 
that precocious knowledge of the world, which is 
one of the chief, if not the vay chief itself, of all 
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ihe peculiarities (tf the metropcdttaii youth, espe- 
cially of that sharp and pert tribe of them, who, 
like the imps that infest the road leading to Pam> 
dise, chatter, frisk, and flatter in Ae avenues to 
die tribunals of justice. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



A DINNElt PARTY. 



Andrew having provided himself with the ad- 
dress of Sandyford^Houte, was at the door as 
punctually as the clock went the hour. The 
knocker, at that moment^ seemed to him too pon- 
derous for his hands to rabe, and after pausing 
for about ha]£a-minute to recover courage, he 
tapped with his knuckle, to announce his claim 
for admission. The porter, a saucy corpulent 
felk)W, opened, ai»i demanded i^hat he wanted. 
" I am come to get my diniier with my Lord,'' 
was the reply. The comer of John Swell's Igis 
crooked of their own accord downward, into an ex- 
prefgion of ilkeffiible contempt and exchision, when, 
fortunately, the footman who had carried the in- 
vitation to VeUum's, happened to come' into the 
f8 
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hsU, and, recognizing our hero, conducted Imn up 
stairs to the drawing-room, where the other guests, 
with the Earl and Countess, were waiting, in ex- 
pectation of his approach. 

Andrew was a^tated and confused ; but, in as- 
cending the stairs, he recovered sui&cient presence 
of mind to enable him to observe that the house 
was the same, which, on the preceding night, he 
had behaved was one of the theatres ; and the idea 
-suddenly fladied upon him, that he owed the ho- 
nour of the invitation to the siviididty df his Seot> 
tish manners and appearance. The sar^ant who 
^shewed him die way, had observed his coi^sioii, 
and when Andrew paused, as diis notion came 
across hia mind, he eonosived him to be over* 
whelmed with diffidence, land stopp^ also, with a 
jsneer, being aware of the motives which hind indup 
eed his master to invite him to cHnHier. But a mor 
mentis reflectixm set all things r^ht with om hero, 
and he seemed, to the saucy valet, to imdergo a 
marvellous transmutation, from an awkwitrd vul* 
gar boy, into an easy and confident gentleman. 
He advanced towards the door of the drawing* 
room with as lig^t a step, and as cbeerfiil a eoun- 



teamteyMi he frrec Kfptmdmd ibBCotiMgt of his 
fldnxd^masler with ihe Aal jmd jbkas cf the viL 
fa^y and HAS udiond into, the E^lcsidid obm^iiiij 
without feeliiig 4;he sUf^il;^ enohairainiiciit ; eoi 
the contiftry^ he weal fbarv^xd m'that agveeafble 
state of gelf-potaeBBJim, whidiamanfeclB vhen hg 
fcaews it is in his ppver ta ditpona^ {deasim; 
Lord Sandyfiird, who^ssesseii an aetrte p«reep- 
tioft of the latent povrers. of duuracteir, paoeiv^d}' 
by the change^ on ^ instant he ibxew Mii ^yea 
on lum aa the door bpaied, that he wm not 
the entire ^mple oddity vhidi he liad at ftrpil 
imagined, and inunediately went towacds idm^ i^id 
diode him by the hand, in a maoner thit raised 
hiaoi at once, as it were> into the eipudily find 
feothigofafriond. 

'' Mt Wylfe,'' said hia Lordship, "^ I oi^ht txi 
qpoh)gise lor the.ficeedom wUch I have tafctti 
wilhyoiu'' 

^ St^ nae mair about it, my Lord,^ intems^ 
ad Aadxev ; ^< I nunm pay for nqr eipexipBee of 
the woddas «edasmy bettess ; but it was aii'4iir« 
ftt'fthigiJboai^^ 

This simple seply was reoeived as original hn* 
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mour^ and much anuted the bigh4md 
Uage, both by ks gmto aad fiuniliarity. Sk Ti^ 
motby IjiiGkettyy the eotmoisBeur, who wm of i;h& 
party, dedaied U was tndy a b TVfiifr^. ' . 

What dwy had deaeended to the dmrng^foom, 
the ladies vere pavtieidaily aiudous to share our 
hero among theaa ; but.heput an end tothe €o&>^ 
trover^, by taking the seat of hMour betveen 
the Buchess of Dashmgwdl and die Countess, 
who, independent of their rank, were die. two fi<^ 
nest women' in die room. Her grace waa a Uithe>. 
opoi-tempered chajacter, that could carry a joke 
as great a length as any lady of her class. 

During dinner,, nothing fi>r some time partico;* 
krly occuired. Andrew, widi ia. quick and cim- 
>ung eye, observed the etiquett(iB of the taUe, aa 
they were ^i&rmed by otheir^; and acquitted 
himaelf wilhout ooonmitiing . aay. extrnosdinary 
breach of the wonted cer^nonials; ih.duB tp^ 
gpfciy he was indeed siipedor ^o' many a sdon of 
noUlsty, from Eton or Opdnd. The. Duebess 0^ 
D^ied himjon ia canversation, andhe saida iMun- 
ber of droll and naif things, wHcb wete recaived 
aa.bOR inbts of .the most racy flavour. iPeala of 



lAUI^ter bore testimony to all the bouse with 
whitt soccess he sustamcd hk character, and as 
the wme mounted hid confidence rose. Before the 
end of the second courise he was in' high glee, and 
perfectly at his ease ; insoiiaudb, that the very ser- 
vants in attendance could with difficulty maintain 
the requisite tadtum decoram of their office. But 
all restraint of duty, place, and circumstance, were 
in^the end overwhehned, when, in reply to an uf» 
vitatiott from her Grace, to- take wine with her, 
he exchdmed, ^* Na, leddies, if ye gar me dnnk 
at this ratcj the wine will be tunning in my head, 
and ril be kittling you till ye keckle or a^s done ; 
so look to the consequences^'^ ^ 

Lord Sandyford enjoyed the scene with a re- 
lish to which he had l<mg been a stranger ; but 
the Countess was the' least' afiected of the wholfe 
party by the simpKcity or the art of Andrew! Her 
Ladyship, howler; maintain^ thi^mghout tlie 
eirening a graced propriety, lliat admirably be^ 
came her fetation^ .She' seKlom cCM^Aesceniied to 
laiigh ; 0till,'at' times, a plea»«nt^'ringing, dieerfol 
sound cmne from Her heart, that uhavrei she could 
enjoiy the pleasantries of life as jocui&dly ad hei* 

14 
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tt^hbotisi. On thene occMions, her loid wotiU 
look fttlieryMifistttiled by someunfflqHscted note 
«f .ideamre^ bat.iit a moment her hikrity was sap- 
pressed, and she was as cold and fbrmal as before. 
The wepinifs.elKt^ftuiimi^t had, however, ge» 
Aerally the effect of ini^Hruig the Earl with a 
gmtesftd feding towards Andrew ; for it is one of 
Uie Uese^ consequences of hearty laughter, to 
jtir into aotion aU ^ kindly hwnonrs of the 
jMild; and hkl^xdabip determined to have him 
jfor his frequenl guest The rest of the company, 
jptrticiilaily tiie Duchess of !>•, was scarcely less 
iddi^tedwitbhbecoeiitriflities; and when, aAer 
returning to the draw^^ffoom, she pelnsuaded him 
M> SHigrhe^lwly /wenlier besrt, and was chosen 
n seguhir inntsnt to idl her parties for the winter. 
Indeed, jto 4o him jnaliee, in the dunce of his 
-song he di<|dity^ eqpial taste and judgment, an4 
Ibe ffioeulam was trarthy of the choiee. Hia 
flODg was tbi^ hiAinious enumeralioii of goods aad 
ebMl^ begming wiOi '' My father wl' lu^ 
ing tamthr in tbepcsrfmnanoe of whidhi, flushed 
with die TuscsOQ, he addressed Uonself so e^^ly 
io her Graces snapping his fingers wiA ezulta^ 
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tio^, and nodding and winking, that she was oh* 
Jiged to throw herself on a sofa, holding both 
her sides, exclaiming, ^^ For the love of Heaven, 
stop him^-^top him, or I shall die !^ 

The sagacity with which Andsew had thus im- 
proved the first impression of his peculiarities, 
taught him instinctively to choose that happy mo- 
ment for taking leave, when the efieet he bad fvo- 
dueed was Imliest Ai; iJie end ef his song be 
acoordisg^ sprang away, aa if he bad sudd^dy 
fecoDccted himself^ crying, ^ M^Hfcy me^ what 
asn Iabout,daffingtyithiatimehfire,whmJhae 
got A codicil to copy to a ipmg man^s kst will ind 
tesuoaenl; T And with, t&aib, giving a Indtoroiie 
nod for a bow, he ran down stain, and hastened 
home. 
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CHAPTEE XVII. 

BOBBOWING. 

The fbrst winter thus passed with our hero ins 
maimer that most youag .men would have deemed 
enviable, said the prudent regarded as firai^gfat with 
danger to his fiiture f artune ; but his simpUcily 
remained invincOxle to the blandishments of plea* 
sure, and the sterling worth of his innate chanic* 
ter raised him more and more in the esdmatiQa of 
Lord Sandyfiffd* . 

One monHing, on going to chambers, he foimd 
Mr Vellum thoughtful and vexed. He had 
been, on the preceding evening, engaged with 
money-lenders, relatiye to an additional mort- 
gage, which was immediately lequired for the 
Earl, and the n^;ociation had not been satisfac- 
tory. The money was obtained; but on such 
terms, that he was ahnost , afiraid to communicate 
them to his Lordship,— not that he had any rea* 
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son, from his ^q>erienoe of the Enrl's disjposhioxi 
and temper, to apprehend that his Lordship would 
trouble himself for a moment on the subject ; but 
he fdt as a man of business, that he had not been 
so happy in his management as on other similar 
ooeasiims. 

After sitting some time, turning over the me- 
moYM^d^ ci the transaetibn, and casting about in 
hk'tho'u^ts for what he should say to the Eaarl, 
be happened to look towards thfe &sk where An* 
drew was eamesdy employed at Ids vocation, his 
linle round smooth-haired Head following his pen 
as if it was slowly zolMng on the paper ; and it 
eocvxred to Imn, that pethaps no fitter envoy could 
be employed in the business than the droll and 
uncouth oddity before him. From what had al- 
ready taken place between hiin and the Earl, the 
humour and peculiarities of Andrew seemed likdy 
to Tender the commumcation less disagreeal)le td 
his Lordi^p, than his 'own dry and regular me^ 
thod of explaining the circumstances, and he sum- 
moned him at once fivlm the desk. 

^ You must gOj Wylie," said he, " to Lord 
Sandyfoid wiiJi liiese pap^. Th«f cimtain some 
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mattasi req»colkg the lima of ^weirt^ tbonsiuid 
pcmndft that I have piocuved for his I^ordship.'^ 

^' T«fpty thmnaml ponmcLr !--<»bario't money H 
exclaimed Andrew. But his master^ without no- 
ticingdie esBdaimtttoii^ coaikiiiued*— ^^ ^d you., 
will tell him, diat it really could not be detained 
on better terms ; V that, in fact, at present every 
thing in the city ia dndned by an instaimeit ci 
the gavemidvgQt loan ; and money can onljT be 
raised with the utmost difficulty^ and on tema I 
am almost ashsmed to state.^ 

^' I ^^^I wifthr md Andrew, «^ that my 
Lofd^m^y hand thegitha twenty thousand pounds . 
a" at ance ; and wasting baitii at hec^ and manger, 
wf bardie kddies and vhxdigig fool-fellows at yon 
g«it" 

Vellum was folding up the papers whil^ our 
hero made this Dhaervation ; and a little relieved 
from his anxiety by havii^. selected him for his 
minister, said jocularly, ^^ You may as well give 
his Lordship a word of advice on the subject, 
Wylie, if you find iiimin* the humour*"^ 

«^ Atweel m no grudge to do that,"" replied 
Andrew serioHsly ; ^^ for he^s a fine man, and his 



^:- 



o'er mucUe ta'en up irT herod. ItV a pily thai 
my Lcnrd and her duHia ^vih^lbe^ M vee) as 
ootild be wished.^ 

Vefiom was startled by.this remaxb^ and look- 
ing earnestly and inqui^vely at Andrew, said^ 
^^ Have yon heard anything about them P"^ 

^^ Me hear about them !^— What oouUl I hear 
about them,? I ken nobody that's acquaint wj 
ony o' them^are yoursel ; but I hate twa holes in 
my head) and aa many windows^ and Icaosi hearkexi 
at the ane, and keek out at the itlier> and leam 
what's gaun on in tSe warld, just as weel as ither 
foIk.-^My Leddy, Mr VdSumy is mair 'wefel bred 
in the parley-voo style to her gttdemaiiy than a 
kindly wife should be, and my Lord fashes at her 
formality."' 

" You are a strange creature, or I am mis- 
taken,'' said Vellum, as he handed him the papers ; 
*^ and I hope you will not blunder in lM% busi- 
ness." 

Andrew, as he received them, assured his masr 
ter, that he might depend he would do his best 
endeavours both to give him and the lEM sati$« 
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faction ; and; taking his liat^ hastened to Sandy-* 
ford-house, where he was immediately admitted. 

" What ! Wylie, are you sent r cried his Lord- 
ship, somewhat siu*prised when bur hero entered. 

" For hick o' a better hand, my Lord, the mas- 
ter bade me tak thir papers to your Lordship, and 
to tell you, that he was vera sorry he couldna get 
the siller on ony thing like Christian terms at this 
time.'' 

His Lordship smiled, saying, ^' I thou^t he 
knew that I never expected it on anything like 
Christian terms.'' 

^^ It's a great soom, my Lord," resumed An- 
drew, locking at the Earl from under his brows ; 
^^ and maun hae ta'^en a hantle o' gathering and 
gripping to make it up ; and it's a sair pity that 
it winna last lang wi' your Lordship." 

The Earl, at this address, laid the papers on 
the table, and begged Andrew to be seated. 

" What were you observing, Mr Wylie, about 
the money .^ said his Lordship, when Andrew 
had seated himself aloof from the table. 

" I was just saying, sir, my Lord, that twenty 
thousand pounds is a dreadful soom of mon^. 
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It's a thousand pounds a-year, mj Lord, at mer« 
chaixt!s rate, o' dead loss."^ 
*« It is so; Wylie ; but what thea ?'' 
^^ Nae, as to the what then o^ the busmess/" 
cried Andrew^ in some degree lightiened in his 
ajnrit, " that's your Lordship's look out. But I 
eanna bear to. see an honest gentleman riding hel^ 
ter skelter stmght on to a broken brig, and no 
gie him warmilg."' 

^^ This is at least something new,'' said the 
£arl to himself, a little interested, and with a 
kindly excitement of sensibility towards his friend ; 
and he then added, ^^ I am. certainly obliged to 
you, Wylie." 
. " Ye're nane obligated to me," <3cied Andrew ; 
". it's the part o' honesty to let you k^n the road 
ye're in; but, as Bums says to the de'il, * O 
would ye tak a thoi^ht and meii',' for really, my 
Lord, I'm wae for you— -a man o' your degree can 
neither work nor want, aiid what: will become a' 
yoawfaen a's gane to a'.^^ I'll tell you what it is, 
my Lord, before I would be hinging ae millstone 
about my neck after anitber in this gait, I would 
take a rung, and thrash every ane o' your het and 
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fa* fluiyd^ ^ul cT the hMse— ^Devil do me gude 
o' them — and o^ the othet dai^ampfarey, thiu; aare 
eating you dtift of house and hall, but I would let 
th^d k^ what twenty tboosand pounds are in as 
afmny paiks. Sir, my 'Lcitdy if yell believe me, 
there was no ae ^ngle acne, o"* a^ tiuet fool antic 
mob of iathei^dna and meiyy-«&diews, devouiii^ 
die mains moi^ bete die idler night wi^ their gab 
lanting, that would gie your Lorddnp a bawbb 
finr auM lang syne, tf ye were seeking y<mr meat 
frae door to door, in a cauld winter^s day, wf the 
dtap at y^ur neb, and the tear in yoior ee, and 
no ae handfii^ no evoa a caviU potatoe, in your 
meal-pock.'" 

*< The picture is stro^,"" aaid die £«cl empha- 
tically ; ^^ bat it is not without some true portnd- 
ture. What would you adrige me to do P"^ 

^^ It would be out of a* bounds d* discretion fcft 
me to adiise your LoidsMp,^ replied our heio. 
^ rm only speaking o^ what I wonld do mysd ; 
but then Tm neither a lord nor « maitied man.*" 

" Yes, Wylie, yes ^ you are right The lord 
and the married man are two serious considera- 
tions,^ s«d the Earl, a little pensively. 



BOABQWIKG. 143 

" Ane of them»^ cried Andrew briskly, " is 
bad enough ; but the tira make a case that would 
puzzle Solomon faiiftisd. HawsMttKver, sir, my 
Lord, I can tell you ae thing, and that is, redde 
the ravdkd dccin m¥ my Leddy, and aiUins buth 
yiMl and her will veat sj^e 4Bome o* the cost md 
eo^y thait pPre «t for Hting fiecniituiii^ the ei^ 
iag diehesand dmdmtg^ d^omtMB ^tka^^ft (Am 
garnish your table.*" 

. The EatTs eolou]* went $M came duiing this 
gpeech; his crfes, at Aefieedom rf^e allusion 
to Ludy Sandylbsd^ flashed wiliiiiidigBation, }x» 
it was only for a moment. When Andrew paused, 
his coantenance was' aeldad, md hie said in an 
en^^tone^ <' Yeubr^ IMak^ WyM^ but apoor 
o^nibn ef my guests.^ 

^ The folk are wed ateugh ; but as your Lord* 
sUp cares «EKi litdd abotit iixm^ I wonder how ye 
can be finbed wi' m late." 

^^ How do you know that I care little about 
ilicsm?'' said the Earl^ half effl«ffied,be»«cffpri8ed 
at the remark. 

^' As the a«M flai% sittgs,'' said Andrew, 
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'* * Tbem that gant 

Something walit^ 

Sleep, meat, or maklBg oV 

And yell excuse my fiieedoniy sk,^ixLy Lxmif 
huJt I have. seen, mair than once br twice, ^t 
your Lordship was no in a rera .satisfied ^$xa^ 
tion, xv^twithstanding the maeiuoent and daffit^ 
around you,'' ' . ^ . 

" How ?" cried the Earl, andirit his lips, "But, 
Wylie, what makes you suppose that thereis what 
you call a ravelled akein between me and Lady 
Sandyford^ ' 

. The jocular Itone m which fais .Lordship utta^ 
ed diis salience, y^u calculated to throw. Andsew 
o£P his guard ; but it produced no change in .the 
earnest sim{ddcity with: which, he was endeavour- 
bag toiidfil the ojcders he had l^eeived firom his 
master, with respect to recoBunending econ4»oy to 
theEarL ..,.. 

" I jmmt no oflfenjpe;' replied Aiwhrew teq^t- 
fiiUy ; " but I thought the best wsi^y for your 
Lordshqp^ to J)egin to retrench^ would be by trying 
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to. do wit^ as. Iktfe oompmy as po^Ub ; and if 
m^ Leddy might be broogbt to tke sanH^way of 
thinkiiig, il would be a^bli^ tfaing lor you baith.'' 

Andrew paused^ for he obBerved a doad pass^ 
ittg ov^r the 'EtatVB expressiTe eoimtenaaee^ and 
a mutual Bilmee for some &ae ensued; during 
which, his Lordsiiip rose mid walked towards the 
ti4ndow. Our trero^also left Ins chair, and was 
fitalidii^ on the floor to make has bow of leaTe, 
when the Eaii turned round ^ Wylie^^ said his 
LoFfdshipplayfttlfy, '^ can you speak <^ trees, horn 
the cedar that h in Ldbanon, even unto the hys- 
flbp that sprii^eth out of the wall P^ . 

^* Kfi no r^bt kf your Lordship,^ replied An« 
drew seriously, ^ to make n fool o^ the BiMe by 
lifcsnuag me to King Soloanon, the wisest man 
iSoA erm was m the world ; so I wiA your Lord* 
ship a t<era good inelilun^. B«tt hae ye osry thii^ 
i^ say to Mr Vtlkun anent the twenty thousand 
poundsf* 

^Whatxiiin^I have lo say ?^I wanted the mo^ 
ni^^^ehitegot it-^^^d I doubt w»t his made ilkt 
bes^ baifgain itt IKs pow^rt so^tidielMdc <((he pa- 
pers^ sMLtcSl'hini to pepare iflie deeds.^ 

rot. I. a 
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' " Sb>«y:I,cffld,l! cried AndrfeW, petiififcd, « ye 
hge ;ndY$i^r^M)kiit 9^ ite papery,!" ; /un . >. \ 

ble, ^Athered Ai^b 4ip ^a^d eotmted ^hfim \ he-then 
placed them in ^drc^'a hands, and said, f ^ I have 
looked>q)iite ias nmch at them «» I wish tOjdo.'' r 
Andrew shook hia bead as he received th^ pap0r% 
and for a moment loolsed .oompi^«^ately' at tibe 
Earl. ^ 'There was something in the modon and 
the look that produced 4^ electricfd.i/dlH^m'i^ 
the heart of his Lordship^^and as our heiromoYed 
towards the door ai^d retired,~he follow;^ .bail with 
his eye ; and even after the door w^ closedy stiil 
he cpplanued for federal .minutaif tp gi^ in that 
direction. 

^\ I have hitherto lived among madumes,^ aaid 
the Earl, in soliloquy, moving from the spot, and 
tlusowing himsdf carelessfyi on a siofa ; . ^^ but , this 
is a human being ; it has brains, in.v^h thought 
rises naturally as water wells from the ground, the 
wholesome element of temperiuipe ; it^ha^ ajheart 
too ; and in this Ett^e discourse I^ shjeniuiV^ 
of man than all the beaided bqpfds.I.b^jye ex^ 
met with. . What am Xit^bip, that l^pahould^e 
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tucfa brotherly interest in my desolation ? and bow 
sbould he know that it is caused by my wife ? 
My wife '.—What wife ? — I have no wife ; scarcely 
so much of one as Othello had when he had slain 
the gentle Desdemona.^ And in saying these 
words, his Lordship rolled his head over towards 
the back of the sofa, and covering his face with his 
handkerchief, lay seemingly asleep. 



;[ 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



AX ACC10SKT. 



The Earl of Sandyford was an only child. In 
his fifth year, he had succeeded to the family ho- 
nours and estates. The Countess, his mother, 
was one of those kind of respectable ladies, who, 
at their exit from the stage of life, are declared, 
in the obituary of the newspapers, to have been 
of the nature of pearls and precious stones*— or- 
naments to their sex. Her husband bequeathed 
to her the principal direction of his son^s educa- 
tion. The young Lord was the last of his im- 
mediate line, and, in the event of dying without 
issue, the estates and titles devolved on the re- 
mote descendant of some collateral ancestor. The 
Dowager fdt it no less her duty, on this account, 
to cultivate his affections for the domestic virtues^ 
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in order that he niight be eazly indbeed 16 ftm 
a suitable BuHrimonial comiezioii) than topnmde 
all the proper and requisite means for the deve- 
lopment efhb talents and the formation of a cha* 
raicter, wUoh, die was persuaded, would reflect 
bistre <m bis oountry. 

With thia view, his education was eninefy do- 
mestic; but conducted by masters eninentlj qua- 
lified, till he reached Ins sixteeiith year, when be 
was sent to college. The Countess, at ike same 
time, assiduously preserved an old intimacy with 
die AvoBside family, the daughters of which pro- 
miaed to excd their mother, who had been one of 
the most celebrated beauties of her day, and whose 
niany amiable qualities were far dearer in the re* 
coBectioa o{ her friaids, than the charms of her 
person, or the graceiB of her .manucan. She died 
while her children were all young; but in ihe 
Marquis, the& fiither, it was thought they Had a 
wise and excellent protector* Unfortiinately, how- 
ev^, alter her death, he devoted himself, as he 
said, entirely to public business, and \sSt them in 
Ae hands of hired inst^tors, who were only an* 
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rsoiis tWlkiliej diouUlbe distniguished fe the 
^0]egmctidtiibfBir eit»niai acq im emgits> 

In fthe^oomse of this inidmacy^llie Countess 
.had, 'in^iietime^ the satisibction tb'obsesve.tfaat 
Lady Augusta, the eldest, began^ interest the 
youthfiil admiration of her son ;- and it 80<m -be- 
jcame ttkundeistood tUng, among the respe^ve 
.fneadB of the two fiunilies,, that, when his- LokU 
fshqf^.came ef^age, a maniage would in all piroba- 
^hflity: take place. 

We dttU not dwell on intervening cireumstan- 
.ces; Loxd Sandjfind at college was allowed to 
VpoiMess taleiMs of a yery high order. The most 
'Sanguine expectatiims w^are formed of him by Us 
.acqpudntiHiee ; but some oftliem diffisred as to the 
departnumt in which he was likdy to excel. The 
•ambitious, who judged of «him fay his occasional 
faiumation, predicted that he^oidd exah the poli- 
tical renown of Ids country ; but t^ose who most 
.esteemed the milder movements of his character, 
ccherished thehc^, that his genius would add to 
;her more permanent glory in tiie quiet pursuits 
.of a literary life. Both parties rmre etjually di»- 
appointed* 
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Lady Augusta-Spangle wite m many r^ei^ts 
tkc reflex of her accompBdied la<r#r. Shj^ tras 
fioi only fnddowed ^h great Iji^tity, feiitiai ^n- 
«atm, bonducted wiih adm&raMe ddll to^ \amg 
out all thesliawy portions of her character m their 
fairest forms and Uvefiest colours, had: iiidoYned 
her with many elegalieies, dnfltost a? fasclniiling 
^ ijiat chasmmg simpMckf with 'v^ely'Na^are 
4eKghteto set jat defiance the^grftoeM endeavours 
of art .{She was not witty,- nor: did she'jiolgsess 
any of tbi^ snmimesg of -mind, whkh heaths Tout 
inJ^hemilai-of goodlunbmir; but her a^th^ms 
«badL ofiwB the^ finrce of widdom, and sometimes the 
>lHriHianfey'aJ& .wefl .as the barb of sadie^ i It: was 
dn]qpo8$ible.to.8ee her without adrnxration;'; but 
there; was a^systematieail jdeoorum in^ her dpporfe- 
ment^ .wliiefaldboQiBisheditbe delight that her sin»- 
.gular beauty ;^hM5 natmrailycdculated toiiu^e. 
: . . She had^ >in.&et^ beea educated for the madiiet 
pf fsishion, and ddhided by! the aoMid masibus of 
;Mr8.Iiamdan,. tawhom the.eare of her yduth 
had beeu uxtforlaiiia^ she'belieTed 

i^9,t the m^.olgect in. the li£b of a young wo- 
jnan of rank, is to obtain ^^establishmentbeco^ 
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I 

Mdfoaled'iivtifiofei i>f mmsm^ vould .often My 
%& her pupils, '^ are all citheritteveeiiiwir fit eqpch 
ci^iiift; and the dsugl^er of a <iuke) if i^eisin^ 
ridi> ted few of them ate so, hw no ahW0^.aC. 
nuttffii^ aeoovding to heat eonditton, ualess she 
rendea^ hendf isitcsestiBg to the vanky of susdl 
ttoUeitien as cw affiucd to indulge their fiobries is 
the duliee of a wife.^ Lady Angneta 'gui^ <x^ 
dit to her pieeepte, and wae thdff vidiBi. 

It mii^t haT« hec» tbought, caaBidgring hov 
80<m it had beta detonmaeSj that Lady Au^osta 
was deslsBied to be tihe bride of LfndSa&dy&rd, 
ihat Mrs Hwridan wouUhaye rdaaed in her eC> 
Ss^ to fena an artificial character, whidi, if she 
had possessed any true jnclg^csit of die woild, 
she must hare peseeived amid not fwlimtheattd 
to excite the afersiaii ef the Earl ; bat her ty^*^ 
tern was neither to make Iraines hippy ikv wives 
amiaUe. Shehadaainterestof her<nnitO0er¥a; 
and actuated by the sa»e mensenary motiyes b» 
ihe nmsicmasteies wham die ea^ioyady was aniy 
aaficitoiis about the sfiMstwhidi hew pvpilsniight 
prodoee on tiinr i^peanoaee in socieiy. The 



^dM «f ft «|3eil4id general depovtnent slie knew 
WMid icdoinid to lier own adfintage ; ud ftr 
dw she ncgkoled f6 adtbiite those gei^cgr gri^ 
Mi^faidi ouBslktttfr the ttae «traigtli of female 
'ftosniiiioii* 

One tbbngf Ihowevar, inMdted (g0m lier-sysletoft ; 
fait perfatfpfl it depended mote on the tffibct of Bi» 
diYi^hit fedii^) thflOEi as a neoeMuy eonaeqaeiice 
of tiie plated Tiittieswhicb she so amdnoualy po^ 
Jubed. Tlie demre to olttain approbation quick^ 
ened the sense of abaine, aad gam it eren a mar^ 
Md aenfeeness. Tatbis ftdu^ Lady Augusta was 
nervously afiTe ; andwhe^Aaiekaharaey there 
may yet be ^nrtue. 

The day titer Lord Ssendyftrd came of age^- 
the marriage was cel^nrated; but before the lie* 
ney-moon had half wimed, it was evident to tfa^ 
most cursory vintor, tiiat his Lordship had jm- 
Ubed^mne seeret cause of ^Btaate a^UAst his bem^ 
tiftd bride. By the end of Oe third mo«dH lib 
die amaaem^it of dl the worlds he was wiUBy 
runnh^ the eareer of dissipatim. 

The Dowager, haa moiber, was brokeu-hearted 
by this unexpected readt, and her disttess was 
g2 
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l^^ifopg #Ji(yBd^ ^ot all femideiiy who, iq t^eir 
jB^alidiipjiJifl qoH^8Q)afi^» often remarked^ that, after 
^, BOo^r par h^/jaac^ man will indeDmify thamseLyes 
for the restraints laid upon their youths and tiiat 
^ good .dd ifny of l?ttii^ young fellows sow their 
jfild oats waa evidratly .the best, as it was doiibt- 
iess. the reaiill <^ practieal wiadoin and experience* 
f^We ibesdSmfi^ said these honourable person* 
ages, ^^ do ntyidoBpair yet of seeii^g Lord San^y- 
&rd puU up, and tum out a very shining charac- 
Aer.^. Nothing,(.howev^, .waa fiirther from the 
diarity of their hopes ; and seycaral years pa3sed 
away, without any thing arising to ma](e thani 
^iibt tl^iMsrWi ^aa iiretrievafale. 
. In tb§ m#a|it|9i^ np jipparent change had taken 
place in tho.d^^t deportment of the Cowtess. 
She .:was Mili;iad.ia^t wi^ be^Mi^, j^nd the splai* 
diwy « of hfig : accomplidiments was acknowledged 
through all. th^ c^mstellatipiM of iashion. Qes 
pnidiai^ .alio. recdived^it§ due .^are of a»nmft|i-» 
dation ; for, not^itliatanding .the ei^go^tical.ca^ 
ra^ at her lonl^sshfxatill preserved wijth him the 
ci|iyugaldec<»ittii:of living vinder the same nn^. 



Baty^ooept od'thoBd oceasionB, irlieii itwaiff ife^ 
'cua$ery tx> exhibit tbe plate and hoi^itality of tlie 
.fidniiy^ they ndiam met ; still maintaming, how- 
ever, towards the worid that w^ll-teed reciprocity 
ot dtflity, wfaidi justified their acquaintance m 
asking them to the same parties en the same 
;eard. 

~ One night, as her Ladyship was retvErning home 
from iheOpera, her oarriage,in crossing from Pica- 
-dilly^into 'Barkley-Slaredt, ran .against a gentleman 
who happened to be passing at d^ moment, and 
sernmsly hurt bim.^ The stnmger.was Mr Fer- 
rers, one of the most ebc^tiic oihs th^ above the 
Jiorizon of &shion. This gentleman, in his youth, 
was axdent and generous,'qaick in his resentments, 
ea«Iy offnided, and frank in .his pardons ; but 
jdiBBare was a versatility of humour about him, wl^h 
.pnevented him from maiangfrioids, and as be ad- 
vanced in life, the eareer which he ran tended to 
nnpair hid best 4;aalitte6. The successidn of an* 
jdeties which he mSkited from the turf and the 
Jiasard4ahie^ emtn^ a fidse appetite for abute 
scnsa^ns, and aU pleasiures seemed to him viiptd 
tbat Ware not flavouMd with a itiiktui^ ef appf^ 
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Jiepsioo, $xd eren of dugwr* Hk loom shflKft. 
moLpd his fedtingi^ mid hh sooeem wb s fporiD 
his infatuaition. This distmpeced state oCexdte. 
»)nitha4f l^ll^^periodpf whiehiffeavesptalonf, 
jittidDjedadi^greedffr^tauBj; and idtheugli in man- 
ners the unhappy man coodiicliBd hinaelf like the 
generality of the cirde in which he moved, he ma 
abeadytxmdiedwithjiuidfiess. His insanity yhow» 
ev^, had not maniftsted itsdf in asy iftstanee df 
remarfcaUe exiitwfiffm^i but the ismeotB of his 
nund and thonj^ts w^te trooUed and i m p etuou s 
and fireque&tly teoqpestiiona gusts^ and vhirimids 
of z«ge and pastion^'nigsd him with m head^^oi^ 
rashness in his inimuits, whitever they^ happened 
to be; as oftm^h^eYcv, as he attained poaseBflioB 
of his objeot^ the pssoxysm immediately sabnded^ 
and he paused* as it were^ and hiobed lound, aa if 
he stood wondering at what .could Iwre insripttid 
hun into such ^^etipitation and imdence. 

DutiiB^ the peiM that he tias coiifiBedSo Us 
looip fay the aoddesnti Lady Saiidylbvd» with whom 
he had no previovis aoquaintsote, ft^qmaAywaa^ 
to ]iM]piie i^r him ; and the efl^ef this smtural, 
indeed und» the circnmstiuBcrs> indiqpensflbfe p<v 
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liteoess^ inqpifed him iridi a firoietic enthwaasm. 
ofgratitiide tomttds lier Ladjsbip; inaamnch, tbst 
whfiQ jie ^as in a ocmSitiim to mix again ia ft^ 
be sought her out in allphicea vith miibpaBsioa* 
ed aeal that belonged alike to his mental infinnity 
and his character ; and he was so open and singu* 
lar in this, that be soon attracted the eyes of the 
world towards him. 

The Countess^ was a neglected wife ; but such 
had been ihe pride of her carriage, that no man 
had erer ventured to address herewith one impro^ 
per expression ; and such the susUdned dignity of 
her deportment, that no circumstanee had yet oc* 
cuiKed to require the slightest exertion of the latent 
powers of h^ own mind. She was, however, struck 
at last with the assiduities of Ferrers ; and having 
a dislanct perception of the shattered state of his 
understandings instead of repelling or rebuking 
his pertanadty, she stooped, if the term may be al- 
lowed, with a compassionate condescension, which, 
contrasted with her usual cool and collected de* 
meanour, hegot surmises prejudicial to her ho- 
nour. Th6se9faratime,^wereonly tobemetwith. 
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like rare ooins that serve for counters, at the select 
whist-taUes of the Fates of reputatioii-; but at hist 
they got into general diculation amuiogilse smafl 
change of scandal at the club*hoiises. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



A PAEAGEAPH* 



~ On the moimngpreoediiig one of Lady Sandy- 
ford's grand vinter parties, asthe Earl was sitting 
alone in the library, afiier he had just finished his 
breakfast, and thrown himself .back, in his chair, 
with his feet on the jfender, niiising such aimless 
fancies as float in the haze of an ima^n^Qin doud- 
-ed by ennui, an inddent ooeuxred which precipi- 
tated the aridb of his conjugal disease. It i^as 
the custom of the servants in die hall to dty the 
wet newspapers with a smoothing iron, which not 
■only did the buaness expeditiously, but gave diem 
the kusitre of the hot^nress. It was pirn as regu^ 
larly their ciiatom to infonn themsdivea of what 
ii^as going on in the W€irld9 before taddoig ^ 
pers to their master and mislresB.,. B;.this, a pa^ 
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ragraph that pretty plainly aceased the Countew 
of infidelity was discovered. In order to presonre 
peace in the house, it was su^ested by oneof Ae 
footmen that it would be as well to bum it outpis 
if fay accident, with the smoothing iron. This was 
done, and the paper carried in to his Lordship. 

In this obliterating operation a porti<m, however, 
of the parliamentary proceedings was destroyed ^ 
and little interest as the Earl took in them, or in* 
deed m $my earthly cancemmeBt, he could not^en- 
dure a £sapp6intment; die beO, in consequisne^, 
was rung ahaiply, and another copy of the papn- 
Ibrtbwilh ordtsed. 

The tme in whiid) dfis command was deiveied 
^dbirmed the servant who reedved it^ and he com- 
mumcated Us ojMniim to his compaadohs, that their 
master had eortainly, notwithstandii^ their oon^ 
trivance, made o«t some of the dn&oedpiaragriiqpfa, 
and Am&»e it would be as go«d «i th^ plaoeB 
w«pe #01^, «o equivocate oqr move in sudb m*- 
enmstanees; another paper was odcosdiiigiy prat* 
eured, and prownted to his Lopdahip^ 

Thei^ irjfs iaa ob of emlMRosMeat lit ikhe ^ 
penifmee isi ibe fiyotinaa who earned it in, • whidi 
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8|ni8k:the lic^u^yetif Ms »asleiv He seemed to 
hesilete M he l«d it OB the tablcy and to Uiii^er ill 
thezoom ; insomudi^ diet the Eaxl crdeved him 
to xetiKe. 

The intesest which had been excited m seeing 
the parUanieBtary debate had, duihaig tins litlie 
intemiptMiiy subsadbL Instead of tmning to it 
again, his LeKdsU|i caxdesdy aBowed hia eyes to 
wander over the small talk in lite fisduBOBahte do* 
paxtment ; and the first paragraph Act cau^ 
Us attentien was the one whidi alluded to the in- 
fidelities of Lady SandyfordL 

He read it twice over emphatiodfy-*jie rose 
fiwn Us seat, and walked to the wmdow— he then 
returned, and read it again. Happening to ^anoe 
over the page* he saw that it was ezactfyon the hae^ 
of the passage in the ddliale which had heen bmnt 
out* ^' These raacala,"* he au^laimed» ^ are ae* 
qpiainted with the guilt of liieir mvtMs^ ted it 
was no aeddent thafc oooasianed the kumiDg of 
the othcs paper.^ 

His first aovemeiit waa to callim Ibct asrvame 
and qoestionidwm m die sulgeet ; h«t in tiiee^ 
moment he x^iieeted w hiso^ caaekssnesaas a 



r 



^ 



162 CHAPTEB. XFX. 

husband^ add urithdreir his hand as it was sticteiied 

towaffds the»beUrpi]ll^-«iiiortified with himsdlf Am 

.the saase <tf honour fihouM make ham hesitate to 

vindicate his conjugal rights. In this ctisU^the 

^Countess entered, aand Ms Lordship rising abirupt- 

' Jy, moved towards the door, asif he had fesplved 

hot to speak to her ; biit before turaiag the bolt, 

he paused iudd said, with aa agitated voice,'pi»nl^ 

ing to die newfipaper, ^* Your Ladydap will.&id 

:aaiuite]:3e8tingparagraphaiaiO]^ the«ica]idatomin- 

uendos of theday ;^ and in saying diese words^ he 

hurried out of the room. 

c Tfae^aaiitess hastily seized the newnpapec, and 
iOn looking at theparagraph, suffiwed an inesspres- 
jdble feeljpg o£ humiliation ; her pride was laid 
vprostrate^ and she sat fdr several minutes in a state 
: of stiqiefiKitiea ;. for she was consdous of never ha> 
-ving been gidlty of any levity, and had taken^no 
*smaU merk to herself for the dignity with which 
she had endured, at font, the s^een, and suhee- 
quently the negligence, of her lord. In the course, 
however, of a few minutes, «he recovered her self- 
possesfiAon, imd mffog ihe bdl,tdirected oirda to 
be instantly iseuad, to infevm bar MetA tlmt her 
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assembly for tjtaatii^twa«^deft»!ml. With equal 
decision she at the same time ordered 1^ fiattkage, 
and drove to Mit HamdiHi\s ter the pilrpose of 
takkig her adviee. - 

: On reaeinng iUe residence of that hAj, she was 
at once admitted by tUe serrants ; bat &n e)fttering 
the room where their mistress waer sittings fiiieper^ 
•oeiv«d by the cbid ceremcmy of hef^rec^tion, that 
Mrs Hanidaiiiwaa ah^ady acquainted wkh the ft- 
tal paragraph ; a' 8l»>rt preface, in cpnsequenoe, 
seired to ihtxiodaoe the object of her Vkit. • 
' " I hope,'' said Mrs Harridan: cfOmly, L«<.that 
tber^ is no real fi>undation for thi«^ shmdet ; but, 
at all events, my dear Lady Sandyftvd^ # is not 
an affair in which I can* with any propriety intar- 
^fere. Besides, now that things are so pufaKc, it 
-would be highly imptsoiper in me, -eonsideri g my 
sitiiaiaon, with so many y^^dng ladies of ' rAtik un- 
der my atxe, to be at all seen in tlie business. 
•Stirely you^'hare other friends, mo^e expmenced 
in such sort of mlrfortunesjto: whom you'caA ^pply 
with more advantage.^ 

The Countess looked ather with suHprise and 
indignation^ cd^clttmi^, *^ Ym q>edc asif I were 
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guiJly ! You'lfaroir me from you as tf I brougbt 
iofedioa with me T 

^^ Fmt be it from me/* fluid Mh Htorridan^ in 
the same quiet polite tone, ^^ to suptiose aby- fradi 
thii^ ; bitt I am muah too inaignificam a perfion 
to take the i^^utation of the Cotmftess of Sandys 
£)|d undev Iny protection.'" 

*' 1 thov^ht,^ cried her Lady dip, almoitt himtt 
iD^into tMffiy *^ diat I m%ht^ in any durfarefls, hate 
applied to yatSL as to a mother.^ 

'' I trust,'' replied Mrs Hartidaii, <^ diatwhett 
your Ladyship vas under my ehargi^, you always 
foun4 v^ <mch» and your conduct then was dertaii^ 
ly iire^proaehable ; but I cannot be responsible finr 
the hdiayiour of bidies after they have entered the 
world. In a word, should the result of this unfor- 
tunate buAneas prove prgudidal to your Lady« 
ship, it will not be the first instance of the kmd 
that has oonfinned me in the prudence of a nde I 
hfve hmg laid down, never to int^ere in the con^ 
cems of my pupils after they have once left my 
house. Ishallrejoiceif your Ladyship is acqwt^ 
ted of the imputatbn, but I cannot put to hatard 
ihe dunsacter of my establisboieiit ; and it is there« 



fore with ptofound pain I fed myself coiistrained 
to put an end to our intercourse.^ 

The Countess was thunderstruck. She had ne- 
ver before been addressed in the plain language 
of a business-mind, sordidly conndering its own 
interests, and pittsmng them in contempt of all 
the s}rmpathies and charities of social life. She 
rose from her seat, but trembled so much, that, 
unable to stand, Ae sunk back in the chair, and 
gave way to her tears. Her spirits^ however, soon 
raOied, and wipmg her eyes, she returned alnrupt^ 
ly toller carriage, and drove directly home, where 
ihs dkpttlelied -9^ messenger for the Marquis of 
Avonside, her father. 
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CHAPTER XX.. 



AK ,£X?PLANAXIOKr 



The £4x1^ oh leaying.the Oovntess, walked 
into the fi|quare, with the intentioii of going down 
tp St JamesVStreet; but for the fiiet time in his 
life he felt that indescribable embarraesment which 
is so often mistaken for shame. He fihrunk at the 
idea of meeting the eyes of his acquaintance, con- 
scious that they must have already seen the para- 
graph, and could not determine how he ought to 
act in circumstances so painAil and uneiqpected. 
In the hesitation which theise reflections caused, 
he happened to recollect that Mordaunt, a college 
companion, whom he had not seen for severalyears, 
had left his card for him the day before, and he 
instantly resolved to go to his lodgings, and con« 
suit him on the subject. Accordingly, instead of 
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^Al^ijCig down Bond^treet, he crossed into Ha^ 
nover-Square, »[id by the bade isS St George's 
Church, went through the narrow passage lead- 
ing into Sanrine-Bow; thus «rQi£ng the great 
thorough;fa]:e9in'hisway to.SackT]lle-Street,wheref 
his £pie|id lodged. 

, On : reaching the house, and being hifbrmed 
that be was atrhome, he walked up stairs^ uii-- 
announoed, to the first floor* Hik.. appearance 
wotdd bfive been a suficient warlantry for this 
libeiity to. the fierrant' who opened the'door, even 
had hjb pser^niiot H^n ahnoM tmiv^^aUy known 
tbrougbom jkhe thj^ee HMhioottble pantiles, and 
espe0|i|Uy in ^he ^'^cinity.ioC'.Sl;: J^es'« Stifeet: 
F^ li9lwi$bAtmiii« tbe-de^it^iatyiOa^ ^ect cf. 
drosfii 4Bd j(^dr$»» in tib^: a^enlXtrouB ktiights 
of phfi 01)^ of ea^yedieHts^ there is stiUtui ha- 
U|uiMdc;iind. ob^us ^urce of ^upedorl^ about ^ 
th^;ui4}«9^sti(i09tiL geiitlei9an;;whieb -all ^he '^^xi- 
am-dfigti^- of .^diUiO s($rjeiil^:ii<tiMtiiK4y. recog- 
nize, an4!i¥fi^^i^(^ )|uii:d^ ib^aar tile I|i^d^4i^ 

atii^rrt;>te«iW*«ft*b.«ron4 ^m^i^^i^Mm 
tb€^»»*wW;L gi#Cil »fffljiife*«wtf%oo»^]P«^<»e fbtr 
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the joanie]rt9 Landon, by some worghipliil digm- 
tuj in ike cDipmnHkum of the boroiigh nearest his 
estate. 

His Ldrdahi^ on retidbbg the Isnding-place, 
flung the drflPraigkaDoia door csarelessly e|ien. 
Mordaunt at the moment was writing, and fceing 
cistiobed hj the nonchalance of this thtrusioili, 
ivosed hb eyes hastily, and did' not at the Ap^ 
glaaoe reeogniae, inthe pale attentnted elegance 
of die man of fashion, the once vigorous and 
handBome rind cHf his boldeBt exerdses. In an m- 
stant, hewoTer, he disooirered who he was, and 
starting tt<m his seat, took the Eari wannly by 
the hands. His Ldrdthip endured the heartiness 
of the donliie $liike ^ a firw seconds with en^ 
dent ^basnipe^ hot aghaiaod to shew the sensibili- 
ty that he Mt, he almupdy polled his hands awi^, 
and shook his fingiers j as if they were tingKng 
with the sqneeae, saying, *< I wish Uie gods had 
given you dryads and fiMms hoofs for hands; yon 
have positiTidy bmiised my fingers to jdly."^ 

The nrimner ha: whdek thi^ was said, had a ca- 
denoe of aiftetatioa^ hi it, whi^b isMtek diM^;l«^ 
My on the ear of Movdirtmf, and he lodkedfor a- 
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luom^t at the delicate complexion and elegant 
emaciation of his fiiend^ with a strong feeling of 
disappointment and compassion ; bnt his kinder 
disposition returned upon him, and he exclaimed, 
^^ Hea¥&[is t Sandyford, what an altered being !^ 

His Lordship, with a trolling cooInesB, in the 
ftune moment examined Mordaunt curiously from 
head to fecrt, and with burlesque gravity, said^ 
" These muscles ate the growth of nocturnal rest, 
that hue is gathered from the morning sun, and 
that strength from many a stubble field and mile 
fii hm and dale. — ^Upon my honour, Mordaunt, 
you afe . die most perfect pearsoinfication of the 
Uesongs ol a country life I have ev^r seen — ab* 
solutely a rural allegory — ^Apollo fresh from the 
flocks of Peneus.^ — He then paused in his rail- 
lery, «nd taking Mordaunt, with the sincerity of 
their old friendship, by the hand, added, ^^ I can- 
not express how delighted I am to see you, and 
to see you thus.^ 

^^ And you thus, Sandyfi>rd,^ replied Mor- 
daunt, recollecting the bright expectations which 
had once :been cherished of his friend 

rot. 1. ' ' . H 
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*< I Am indeed not mnfpiised ihal you should be 
son^wbat disccmcerted) for I believe that I am a 
little spectrish ; end it is certain that I have bemi 
long thought no more,^ said his Loidsfaip. 

There was a d^ree oi sensilHlity in the man- 
ner in which the latter part of this isentence was 
expressed, that vibrated to the generous heart &( 
Mordaunt, and, without answering,, he drew the 
Earl to a seat, and resumed his own chair at the , 
table.. "^ 

^^ But,'' said his Lordi^p^Oy, <^ these thiiq^s 
must not be thought of in these ways. What 
may the business boL that has Inoi^t ycu to 
town, from the peaceful shades, and Ihe inaocence 
of the groves r 

Mordaunt, equally desirous to change the cfm^ 
^^ersation, which he «aw troubled his Lordship, 
said, *^ Matrimony.'' - . 

*^ ¥ou are indeed a bold fellow, to venture on 
a town-bred wife," cried the Earl; '* I really 
thought that the simple race of Ae swains had 
been extinct ; particularly, as Ae poets have o( 
late given them up, almost even in the way of 
rhyme. But you surprise me,— who is the Chloe, 
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that with e$xs mote used to the mmi of bells 
and the rattling o£ vfaeek» than to &e;jsiQg»g of 
bif&i or of MliBg watera^ has Oiptitiitedlhfi gen- 
tle Damon?'' 

'' Matters ^ave not quite so pastoml wiih w a« 
that,'' r^died Mordaiiat. '^ The ny»)iph,ifr a« 
oU aoqiuunta&ee of yonr owxiy Jnlia Boa;«M^an^.T 

^^ The b^mtifiil Jdk T exelsi»w4 hk Lonl- 
ship, ^vHth unaA^eliQd emotion, teeoUeeting. that im 
had not seen her mnoe 2»9 own iUn&t^ mabiAge i 
but he suppressed the rem^mteance, and s^ 
with aaimatmiy ^^ The fiuthfti} loye9 jtben 4p still 
reside mioog the sylvan bowers."— But this play 
of ftiMgr msmcfty again i^taen:9ted9 imd present- 
ed thig ifiaage of Lady Sandyford, in lisftt glow- 
ing bNtOty whidi liad first ehaipned his youthfejl 
afi^ctioiMs, when Jhe bc^idd her in the graces of 
her nr^n years, boundii^ iike the f^ynoL amidst 
the steely gj^eves that .^ulPI90Mnd the vei^esable 
»agBi^n<^ of lier a^cc&te^ hcme^-^^-cfrnticBg^ 
with -the ^^ondi^u mto whifih: £Jie had fdi^u, and 
be €«dde&}y {i#usedi and xemiuoed some tia^hir 
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^^ You are indi6|x>8ed, Sandyferd, — ^what is th^ 
matter?^ said Mdrdaunt anxiously. 

^^ I am only thinking,^ replied lus Lordship^ 
^^ that there cannot be a fitter mom^ot for com* 
mumcating some notion of the comforts of matri- 
mony, than idien a man is on the veige of ithe 
precipices—Pshaw !-^I must speak out-<-Yoa axie 
heore, Mordaunt, at that moment of all my life in 
winch I stand most in need of a firi^id — a firiend 
such as you are.-*-Haye you heard any thing 
about Lady Sandyfoid ?^ 

<^ My Lord r cried Mordaunt, in extreme as- 
tonishment. 

<^ The lapse of the Countess,^ continued his 
-Lordship, ^^ affects me little ; but, according to 
the maxims of that old rascal, the World, the bo- 
fiiness has become so pubUc, that I must interfere. 
Nothing is bad in London, so long as it is un- 
known, and this affiur is so notorious, that it is 
Tery bad-— O, shockingly bad. But do not listeii 
-to me with such a look of strange wonder — asto- 
nishment is now quite obsolete, nobody submits 
to do any thing so simple. Do assume a Tirtue, 
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though you have it not, or I too shall forget my- 
self. In a word) Hordaunt, I had not been long 
married when I diseovered that Lady Sandyford. 
was deficient in^the most essential quality of a wife 
—the heart." 

^^ Who is the seducer ?" said Mozdaunt, em- 
phatically. 

*' Pray dotft be so tragical, I b^ you won't,'' 
cried the Earl, to disguise his own emotion. ^' You 
consider this affidr too sentimetitally. Believe 
me, I have been long indifferent about the wo- 
man. I wish but for a good reason to be well rid 
of her society — my req^ect for her fandly, as I 
shall of course say to the world ; but to deal more 
plainly with you, my own conduct will not allow 
me to do more. Beside, the disgrace of a public 
exposure would break the proud heart of her fa- 
dier, nor can I make money by the dishonour of 
my wife." ' 

His Lordship then proceeded to tell his fidend, 
that, soon after his marriage, he discovered that 
the whole mind of Lady Sandyford was bent on 
the figure which she herself would make in so- 
ciety, by which she had disgusted his feelings, 
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a^ embittered bis exigtenee. f hftt, giving way to 
the poignancy of ^appointment, he had ruslied 
into the follies of the town^ which, however, in* 
stead of aUeiriating the irkBomeness of his mndi- 
tion, only exasperated his reflections, and drore 
him, with redoubled fren«y, into a fi?esh career of 
dissipation ; during which the Countess pursued 
ber own triiimphant self-exhibition, and reached 
^ summit of her ambitious vanity. 

^* I thought,"* said his Lordship, ^< that pride, 
if not virtue, would, however, have preserved her, 
biit she has fallen ; and, as in all similar cases, 
the husband is among the last that hears the 
news." 

He then related the incident of the burtit news- 
paper, and the paragraph. 

. Mordaunt agreed, that from so pubMe a circum- 
atance, there must be. some grounds ior the suspi- 
cion, and recommended that the servants should 
be examined. 

** But,"* said the Earl, ^* even were she guilty, 
J do not mean to institute any process for a di- 
■vorce. Your head, however, is cooler than mine, 
I will be guided by you." 
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« Ah, my Lord !" cried Morcbuitt, " do not 
say to me that you can regard with iadiffareiice 
the miafbrtuneS) for less the dishonour of a beau- 
tiful woman, to whom you were at one time so 
paaatonately attached."" 

After some furth^ con^ersatiQP, it wa& arran* 
ged that M'otdaunt should immediately go to 
Lady Sandyford, and that th« Earl should, in the 
meantime, remam in Sad(viUe-Str«et) and wait the 
result of the hitervtew. 

While Maid$imt waa abffnl oo tbi« inter^iting 
miMkUf hit Lardihip flat ttft some time reviewing, 
with no favourable cotoamiction to hin»elf> the 
rapid pardSiiaa oi so many ye^rs of the beft|)or- 
tidnofhialife. In the couive of this {^dfioningf 
he Uamed hinifldf still more than fai the morning, 
jbr the ^reeqatmifiy mik whiebbehady Jin a tem- 
porary fit of spleen, endeavoured to cancel the af- 
fection whioh he had cherished £n his lady, and 
the folly of cUstmg himself so thoroughly away, 
on account of a disappointment which it would 
have been more manly to have mastered. *^ But,"" 
said he, ^^ it is never too late to mend, and the 
sooner I begin the change the better.'" 
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In the same moment he seated faimsdf at Mor- 
daunf s table, and wrote a note to Mr Vellum, re- 
questing him to bring, on the following morning, 
a statem^it of his affairs. This was requisite, in 
order to enable him to regulate his generosity, 
with respect to a settlement on the Countess ; and 
it was also required with a view to his own fiiture 
conduct. For he was well aware that he had 
deeply encumbered his estates, and that before he 
could enter upon a new course of life, it would be 
necessary to abridge the prodigaUly of his house- 
hold. The writing of this note to his So&»tor 
was, perhaps, the only decisive step he had taken 
for a numbo: of years,, and he felt, when it wad 
done, something' analogous to that, glow of satis- 
faction, enjoyed by the strong or the bold after a 
successful exertion of straigth and djexteiity« 
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CHAPTER XXr 



AN EVENT. 



When the Cotmtess, after her return from Mrs 
Harridan^ had sent for the Maiquh her fitther^ 
our hero had occasion to call at Sandyfcvd-Hous^ 
from Mr Vellum, Her LadysUp having inad- 
vertently given no orders to be denied, he was 
dbewnin tO'the room where she happened to be 
tth^i sitting. A visit from Andrew^ was^ little in 
acoMrdanee widi the stateof her feelings ; but she 
deceived him as usual^ he soon, however^ disco- 
vered that something was the matter, and said, 
" Fm thinking, my Leddy, it^s no vera conveni- 
ent for me to be here, so I^ just go awa^ at ance 
*— but I hope my Lord's wed, and that itVno ony 
Idling an^t him thatV fashing your^ Ladyship."^ 
h2 
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The publicity of a newspaper' paragraph, and 
the familiarity with which Andrew was treated, 
removed any delicacy that might otherwise have 
been felt by the Countess on the subject, and she 
replied, " No ; stop where you are,'* and she then 
explained the qause. of her anxiety. 

" Really I dinna wonder yeVe vext,** said our 
hero ; " but every .body kens, the newspapers live 
by the decking o' lees ; and I think, before you 
or Diy Lord gie them either credit or ccmsequence, 
jt would be as weel.to m£t the trudi o\ Fm, afi 
ye ken, my Leddy» but^ii novice; faowsomevar, 
4iblins I may be o' a s^ask p" u^e.in t^iis ; so Til 
^ «t the bottom o' tbe <;la^, an it b^ for nae mair 
ihan to shew my gratitude for the.gr^t ceeyifi- 
iiea that I am beholden for, bai^ to yoicr Led- 
idyship and my Lord,^ asid he iostK^tly Toae to go 
Jiwsy., saying, jopularly, " Ke^p.a good h^aart, my 
Xeddy, a iml lie is no so duiaUe a§ pock inark, 
it can be d]|^]^ off."" 

! '^ Xrue, but the staiii it leaves behind^'' said 
her Juadyship, with a sigh. 

.^ A snuff o^ tobacco about stains ; yqux Leddy- 
ship's character's no a gmze gown or a worm web, 
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t^ be spdlt widi a spitde^ or any othet foul thing 
^1 ^ the ilkouib of imn.*^ And in fwying these 
^royd9, he took his leare widi ^ftt castomary bob 
<)f ^ head, Mrhieh served aU the purposes of a 
giracefcfl bow, 

lliemoixient that the Countess mentioned thepa^ 
ragK^, be had recollected that there ncas a young 
maxi in.one of the newspsp^ offices, of the name 
of Netde) of whom he had some shgfat acqtudnt^ 
9tice ; and it occurred to him that by his means 
he might be aUe to reach the author of the slan- 
der. This Nettle had beefi eduealsed with a yiew 
to the pulpit, but bi« dfapodtion being kose and 
satirical, his &ther sent him to study the law un- 
d«r John Gledd; At the end of his ^apprentke.- 
idup, Nettle, aoc(»rdmg to the piatetiee of the pro- 
jEbssion, went to Ediubmrgh, to complete his stu- 
dies in the office of a Wiitor to the Signet, where 
be mingled with the'swimn of nubor wits that in- 
fest the Parliamexit^House, and beii^ naturally 
dever, acquired a taste for poHte Mteratture, and 
sharpened his takntibr satire. Hf possessed an 
amusing andliirely fimcy,— -indeed, so In^ly^ that 
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it proved prejudicial to himself; for while it rea^ 
dered his company exceedingly diyerting, it madnt 
him dislike his business, and in the end threw 
him upon the streets of London, a mere litesaiy 
adventurer. In this state he fortunately obtained 
employment as a reporter;- and at the time when 
our hero came to London, he was notonlyin oon» 
fldderahle jqm^ation as such, but was also a geae* 
ral co4tributpr to most of the metropolitan perio-' 
dical works, particularly the Reviews, in whidf 
the pungency of his wit was more remarkaUe 
than the soundness of his judgment. Our h&jN^ 
had brought an intaroductory letter to hiip from 
their old master ; but he soon saw that thehalnt^ 
and disposition of Nettle were not congemal to) 
that, sober system of perseverance wljadh he had 
laid down for the gov^romcnt of hia own conduct.' 
On quitting Sandyford-House, Andrew wenb 
directly to the office where Nettle was employed^ 
and it happened to^ be that of the very pi^r im 
which the mischievous paragraph appeared; ]ii> 
&ct, the paragraph had been penned by Nettle^ 
himself^ who, having accidentally heard something 
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ef die ramourB'in cbrciiltttiott respectiiig Lord and 
Lady Sandyford, fonned, in his own imagination^ 
a complete and plausible conccjiCion of the whole 
intrigue^ in which it was supposed her Ladyship 
had been engaged ; and when, from the ordinary 
channel, he received an accmmt of tjbe prepara*- 
tions for her parly, he was in consequence tempted 
to write the paragraph,, in order to anticipate a 
denouement, which, according to his notions, would 
necessarily take place soon,, peishsps in the course 
of that evening. 

> Andrew had some difficulty in^ gaining access 
to Netde, nor was he admitted until he had s^it 
notice that he wbhed very earnestly and particu« 
larly to see him, ** on baBines8.o£ the uttermost 
impottanceJ^ 

<< Well^ and what^ this business of the utters 
most importance that you have got with me V^ 
said Nettle, laughingly. 

^< It^s a thing wherein your hel^siiig^hand, Mi' 
Nettle, can be o^ a great sufficiency,^ replied An- 
drew,, sedately. '^ My master,. Mr YdQnm, has 
one Lord Sandyford for a client, and something 
has been put out in the papers this morning con- 
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oeaning his leddy, the wliilk is Hke to breed a tet^ 

viHe •tnimash.'^ 

'."Nettle was imtantaneousiy smitten vidi die 

horrofs of a prosecutioa &r a libel, and the ssti- 

ridd mirlMdness with which bte had rectived 

Andrew, wag tamed mto audety. 

i <' Indeed T he exdoimed, '' what is it ? what 

has'it beenabeutP in what paper has k a^pear- 

<< I call tdl ]nou naethii^ o' a' that,"" 8^ 
drew ; ^^ but I would gie a plack and a bawbee to 
ken the author. Noo,' Mr Nettle, as ye'^re ac- 
quainit "wP a^ the jocdoery^cooliery of newsmakuig, 
I thoH^ that aiblniB ye^ in a capacity to throw 
aenxe light on the- subject"^ 

Nettle was alarmed and disconcerted. It waa 
o( no less importeiioe to him, that the otject of 
our h&roV visit should ibe concealed from his own 
principals, than that the author should renudn 
uld^nowii to the offesoded parties. 

^ But are you wsae,Mt Wylie,"' said he, " that 
Ae {ttraglraph alluded to a{^l:es to Laify Saadyr 
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'' It surely does -dtat^'" relied Andiew^ ^ or k 
vmM nae hae been so kenibspeckle;^ 

Netde requested Andrefw to wait tOl'li^ €ouId 
find the pa|>er, to look at it, but in xeality to gm 
a few iniimtiCB Baa coi^ideration. 

'^ The paragrn^ is, I see, in our pi^per,^ said 
Nettle, Ktmiki^g mtfa the paper in \m hand; 
" but it does not apply to Lady Sandyfbrd. It 
can only havie been supposed to afitide to her 
Ladyskq)^ fay having followed the tat;oo«iit of the 
preparations fcr hes asaembly."^ 

Andrew, on looking at it, saw thkt this expbi^ 
nation was feasible ^ indeed, tlmt, without the 
cobteoct, it was a very hannkss pasquinade ; and 
he €i3»s»rted, ^^ But it^s been an «9^^ nastake, 
Mr Nettle. Is there no a poraifatlity of an ezpla* 
nalion?" 

^^ O yes,"^ cried N^tte gaily, reeved ftoiok his 
apprehensii)nis, by paroeiving the isMmikss nature 
of the paragraph irhai considered ^r jiself ; sxA 
aware, that if iiie matter ihonld. ever eome te my 
legd issue, it would be in Us power to plead the ad« 
TertiseiBental aecoimt of the prepai^riaons, by pro* 
ducbg the origbal paper from which it was ted^en^ 
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and argaing tiM the paragraph was a; separate 
and distinct communication — '^^ O yes,^ he re*- 
pUe^ '^it is easy to remove entirely the impress 
sion produced by this mistaLe ; but, Andrew, ye 
should know that folks in London cannot affiird 
th^ time' for nothing; and that characters, like 
other things, when they, are bought must be paid 

** Very true, Mr Nettle,"' said our hero drily ; 
^^ and wh^i they are stolen, the thief maun not 
only make ]restitution, but may be made to suffisr 
ponkhment? 

Nettle looked at Andrew., incredulous to his 
own ears, not having {nreviously conceived him 
possessed of any such acuteness ; and his ne^wiy 
recovered self-possession was completely overset, 
when Wylie added, " I fear and doobt, Mr Net. 
tie, that ye ken mair about this than ye let on ; 
and I would council you, as a fiien\ to put yqii| 
shoulder to the wheel, and get out o' the mir^^^ 
and on your way rejoicing, wi' a' the speed ye 
dow. For if tiiere's . to be ony compounding about 
this black job, it will hae to come firae your side 
-T-bttt I say naathing. My betters, will judge for 
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tliemd^Iyes. If yoa hae brewed glide yill, ye"*!! 
dAik the bctter-^A lie's a He ony hoo, Mr Net- 
tte i and a leddy o' quality's name is no to be 
bloftted wi' newspapers' ink wi* impunity ; so ye'll 
just comport yourself Mr Netde, as ye think 
right." 

The reporter, fbdnighe had not the simpleton 
to deal with that he had supposed — for his first 
idea was, that die Countess mi^t be willing to 
pay handsomdy for an effectual contradiction of 
the slander-*-"he changed his tune, and said, ^^ You 
have misunderstood me, Mr Wylie ; all I meant 
was, tihat^ before this un&rtunate mistake gets into 
the other papers, I could by my influence stop it ; 
but, as it must be at some expence to them, and 
losa of timie to me, I trust it will be considered.'' 
< ^ Considered ?" cried bur hero, indignandy $ 
^ a flail to the laitheron^ hurdies. Mr Netde, 
I suspect dnd belieye that your han'^'no dear 0* 
the coom o' this wark. Get it wasfaH; — get it 
wash't, or it may be dried wi' a hempen towel." 

And. so saying, he left the office, where the 
astonished Nettle, who had not deemed him many 
degrees above idiocy, stood enchained to the spot. 



186 CHAPTER XXI. 

Ne time, however, was to be lost. In the course 
of the briefest space possible, Nettle was ro^od 
to* ail the other offices, and got the sea&dal not 
0illy stra^^bed,but e^ai pa^dgrajAs inserted, which 
had the e&et cxf turning the suspicion, so point- 
ed against Lady Sandyford, entirely in aiiother 
direcftion. But to her^ however^ the mischief was 
done. 

. The buaineM^ cm wfainth Andrew had been sent 
to Saitdyfordrhouse^ was not of any veiy {nressing 
importance, and he was seosiUe that he had al^ 
ready greatly exceeded his time ; but coniidieBt 
thai ike service in which he was engaged would 
excuse a much greater trespass, instoid of going 
from the newspaper-office to Mr Vdhim^s cham* 
bers, he went direcdy back to Sandyford-house, 
and readied the door at the same time with Mor- 
4aiuit, who, sl%htly glancmg at his insignificant 
appearanee^ regarded him as some tradesimm^s 
asessenger^ and was not a Utile surprised wiien he 
was ushered, afamg with lumself, into .the lilvfii^. 
The Countess was up stairs irith her father. 

'' You belong to die ftanily^ I presume'?'' said 
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Ihe country gentleman^ with an accent of interro. 
gation. 

. '^ r canna just say tliat,''^ was Ai^rew's answer ; 
" but I'm concerned fbr them.'' 
. - Mordaunt Icnemr nnt what. to tbink of his com* 
panidn, and looked at him for a moment with an 
ex|H:e8sion cf the most iiueffahle scorn ;. but the 
oddity. of Andrew's Appeaniikce ahnost instantly 
revised his: fi^jdiligs^ 

. Whi}^ thejr were thuil coiiT«rsingf the Marquis 
of Avonside's carriage, which had driven rotmd 
the squaxe^i drew \xp «k the door, andinunediately 
alter his Lpi^dship handed the Countess in, and 
taking hk ph^ beside h^r,. was. wtantly con- 
veyed home. The sery^iits, in thd hall ware at 
no lossi to guess tbe motives and ^^ompiexion of 
this proceeding ; «nd om of the footm^, as soon 
as the carriage had Ix^ the houiie, informed Mor^- 
daunt of what had taken {dace. And]sew,<m hear- 
ing this n?ws,. r^coUected the okSL provarb$ that 
fSo good was ev^ got by meddling betwe^ man 
and wife ; and prud^tly resolved to escape im- 
mediately from the scene of action. 

" Will ye, sir," said he to Mordaant, " be 
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pleased to tell my Lord, that Andrew Wylie was 
at the newspaper-office, and found out there that 
the whole tot of the story about my Leddyls fox- 
paw, is just the dishmaclaver of a nusleart re- 
porter, and he needna fash himsel any mair about 
it.'' 

^^ May I ask, sir,'' said Mordaunt, supposing 
that Andrew belonged to some of Uie newspa- 
pers, which at that time were chiefly in the hands 
of Scotchmen, *^ with what paper you are oon^ 
nected .?" 

" Me connectit with a newspaper !— Na, na, 
sir ; I'm of an honester trade — ^I'm learning to 
be a writer wi' Mr Vellum, a very respectable 
solicitor in Lincoln's Inn. Only I hae been do^ 
ing a bit job between ban's for my Leddy." 

Mordaunt was still more at a loss than ever to 
comprehend the office and character of our hero, 
and would have enteatei into a conversation with 
him more particularly relative to the newspaper ; 
but Andrew was apprehensive lliat he had already 
gone too far with a stranger, although, by the 
manner in which Mordaunt conducted himself to^ 
wards die servants, he perceived that he consi- 
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derecl himself on tenns of intimacy with their mas- 
ter. Under this impression, he therefore moved 
hastily to the door, without replying to a question 
concerning the pari^aph ; and, with a curious 
and significant look as he turned the bolt, said, 
^* I wish you a vera gude morning."" 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



NEGOCIATION. 



When the Earl was informed by Mordaunt, 
that the Countess had left Sandjrford-house with 
her father, he immediately returned home, accom- 
panied by his friend. Soon after this Sir Charles 
Runnington called ; and, on being shewn into the 
library, where they were stiU standing, he made a 
low and very formal bow to the Earl, and then 
stated that he was commissioned by his noble 
friend, the Marquis of Avonside, to inquire what 
his Lordship had to allege against the conduct of 
Lady Sandyford. 

The Earl, as well as Mordaimt, was puzzled 
by the narrow and almost technical ground which 
the Marquis had taken; but his Lordship re- 
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plied, " The Countess h&tm\S best knows for 
inrhat reason she has quitted her bbme.^^ 

'' Upon that point,-^ sud ^ Charles Running- 
tonj *^ I have no instructions.'" 

" Then,^ cried the Earl> sharply, " the only 
answer I can return is, let her Ladyship say 
what she wishes me to do, and k shi^ be instantly 
done." 

. " If I tiuiderstood Lord A^nmside ^Aearly,'" an- 
4»wered Sir Ch^les^ " he is averse to any fomal 
separation ; and the Countess is not in a condi- 
tion at present to come to any determination.'" 

" Every thing rests with herseltf,'' said Lord 
Sandyford, with emotion. *^ I have nothing to 
desired, but that she may iind more harness else- 
where, than I fear she has done with me. I can- 
not at this moment say, what it is in my power to 
allow her for a separate establishment ; but to- 
ihorrow I shall. Assure her that ■ ■ ^ He could 
Tsay no more, but bowed to Sr Charles, and left 
the room. 

" This is a most unfortunate afj&ir,"' said Mor- 
daunt. 
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'^ But not unexpeeted, I unclerstand,'' replied 
Sir Charles ; ^^ her Ladyship^s family have ioiig 
Jbeen a^nore of her situation.'" 

^^ Indeed V* cried Mordamit ; '^ and how is 
it that Sandyford was. never informed P Who is 
the paramour ?*" 

<^ Paramoxir r exclaimed Sir Charles, with ia^ 
dignation. ^< This is adding cruelty and inmilt 
to the wrongs which she has alreiidy suffered, 
lidd Sandyford knows that there is^no guik on 
her part ; she has long been the victim of his 
negligence, and her reputation is blasted by the 
consequences.^ 

« This is dreadful r cried Mordaunt. '' Do 
you mean to say, that althoiu^ the levity of her 
conduct has been so notorious as to become the 
.game of a newspaper pasquinade, that her husband 
is entirely to blame ?" 

« Sir,'' tefJied Sir Charles, fonnally, *^ I did 
not ccane &om my noUe fiiend, her father, to aa- 
ter into any controversy on the subject. The 
.Earl agrees to a separation ; and fiom his known 
character, I doubt not the arrangement will be 
3 
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fess, however, that I have beefi.iwrpiaiBd atJua 
^PBottoa ; luerfl^med wmh moveidifeoiicdlhaii I 
could pTevJM>i«]^ )Mv?^riinit|^eiDk'^ 

^< The chwracl^x pf n^ 6A6sA k^ I fiiid» ni^t irell 
l^nown,'" said Mcirdjiwt ; '*^ but I hope die ue^f9h. 
ratioB will not be fiaid.^ 

^^ After iHT^at lu^^itak^ ip)aoe» and the aspe^. 
Di^nee th^y iba^e had^of^iMch^oiher, it is the beat 

'^StMit'hbXavdahq^ifUl M dmbt ftel thatitia 
due to Ilia oviitbomur io jnipeatigale the newapa-. 
per. cKliimtty^^md to bear t^eatvaony tp hia emvic- 
tkivi<^ hiSti^wedladykiimcieenee.'' 

^' Is there iiodi«ice«foV(beaigiMe to dB^ 
a reoondlktjan: i£ the ia iiMeJattt r 

^' I witt.^akeno^paatinMypniccadiAghaiviBig 
dMtforiia^lQftBtraltid^C!^^ ''MynoUa 
firieod ille ilifaaqiisfe aaBitf^a me thM^ Lady Saa^^ 
fiiDdla one^ief ^he warat.itsad wivva ia Ae wdkUL 
I refy tmihts Xtotsdalupls hpiimiir:mASaUiegitj fiir 
Ike tnith of die aMemart v«nd iritibitbaljimiirw 
akn ItalMttUdbem Aiyadtf baaaiftdba^ 
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fecnammdmf Aftag so derogfttory m tbe mei^ 
mre jroQ suggest* 

Sir Charles then left lk» room, «iid Mordau&t 
went to the Earl in his own apartment 
> Sit Charles 'Runmngton was a political adhe- 
rent of the Mavquk of Avonside, and had been 
emidoyed in several diplomatic missions, in which, 
ii was said, he shewed great self-«ommaad, and 
i^eld the diguitj of his sovereign with all pro- 
priety, hut none of his missieiis ever were success- 
&d. The parliamentary adversaries of the Mar« 
quis said, that this was owing to his inability to 
HAderstand the s]^t of his instmctimis ; but it 
could never be shown, that in any one instance, he 
did not adhere, with a most smpriong constancy, 
to the letter. Besides this political connexipn, he 
wi» related to the Countess by her mother ; on 
which account, the Marquis had requested his in- 
terference. But although no man could well be 
really less qualified to manage any affidr €i de- 
licacy to a fbvouimble and conciliatory issue, Sir 
Charles possessed many external attributes, whidi 
may be t«nned the minting <if a gentleman-*-4lie 
marks which designate the coin, but convey no 
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idea dT the intiinaic value and purity of tlie meiaL 
He was grave, and fair spoken— pirecase in Ids Ian* 
guage, erect in his carriage, neat in his dress, find 
his hair always powdered and arranged exactly in 
the same mann^ as he woare it w^hen first introdu- 
ced at Court 

On retuniing to the Marquis, lie gave his Lord- 
ship a very circumstantial account of what had 
taken place widi the Earl, and*«lHo bf what had 
passed with Mordaunt. 

Although ^s Import was tlie precise truth as 
far as It went, yet it conveyed no idea of the man- 
ner in wliich his Lordship had heen affected ; and 
even what was said, suffered in the repetition, by 
tiie cold medium through wliich it was c<mv^ed. 
The Marquis was, in some pdnts oiP^ character, 
not unlike Sir Charles, but he was older ; and 
what was predsion in the one, appnmching to pe- 
dantry, was sedate pomposity in the other. The 
accident of happening in the outset of life to be 
successi^tl in the management' of some of those 
trifling pariiiamentary mattenf that the ttinisters 
of the day are in the practice of asdgmtig to the 
hereditary suppoHens of ^vemment, he was taken 
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irtlh ^^eMeeil of hoag a stotesm^^ Inthede- 
Itbenilibns of ^die Semite her ilways took a part, 
JKid t«yced li^i and said as litde to the purpose 
as any odier apealcer ^i citlier -side oi die HotMe. 
But notwithstandiiig the pro&aag iaefficacy of his 
public conduct, he was upon the whole what i^ 
called a steady dial»et6P^^<umfiNiiiIy voting with 
every auocessive baidh df iB&ufiter% and never ^ask- 
ing Bum than a leasonaUe share of xiifficial pa- 
tronage. In private life he war punctual and ho- 
nouinUe ; aad aldimlgh he never said a witty 
Aing^ iior lufdetatood a wise one, he possessed 
joumy of the-mosrfesfMftafaie tndts in^lie-dcaneg- 
tit charader of im £ligiish nobleman* It is need- 
lass, horwevar, tK> add) that he was neverthdiess not 
ai all fitled to act the prudentest pwt in the pecu- 
IkriUes of hia daughter's aituatipn. 

fie eotttBMinicated u» the Countess a fiuthM 
•odunt <^ what had passed ; but his narrative wa^ 
•sCill nrinredeficieiit iaconveyn^ a true impression 
of what had taken place, than even that of Sir 
Charles ; iosopuch, that her LadysUp'^a huznilia- 
'tion was jpeii%'iH]|piiented to find that herhus- 
rband was'seemu^yy as it4qnpeared tohier, so gkd 



to be rid of her on her own terni«. Shesiad, howl 
ever, nodiing^ but requested to be left ^ne; attd 
the moment that her fither had retired^ she gave 
viE?nt to her feefings m long continued weeping. 
This gready reHered her mindj and she was able 
afterwards to reflect cahnly on her situation. She 
recalled to mind some of those inadvertent saaf^- 
casms in which the Earl first manifested his disi^ 
like of her passion for what he caUed self-exhibit 
tion, and the artificial equality of her mannerc^ 
which he sometimes peevishly derided as hypo- 
crisy ; and she was sensible that there must have 
been some error in her fi^stem*, mnce it had failed 
to interest, or rather since it had served to dis»- 
gust, the only man whom she reaUy cared to please 
The belmvioar, too, of Mrs Harridan^had taught 
her also an important lesson. In the course of 
their short interview that morning, t|(e sordidness 
of her art had been so plainly disclosed, that-it ne^ 
eessarily produced a deep and a resentinl impress 
sion. Lady- Sandyfbrd could not fisguise to h&p- 
sdt the practied illustration whieh it ^fi^rded of 
those maadms which she had been instructed t« 
respect as the essential prindplea of &shionab%e 
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ft mott umrdoome sieeep«ii)ftP<---iReM^oii, fid I 
8sy?-«-«It may be a repulse.'* 

^^ No matter,'* repHei the Covfttess in a ealm 
&m r(Ace, ^* I trill make the attaftq^ . If I stay 
hare, or if I go t^ myo£mj eiot relatiotiB, I lend 
colouring to the slanders ixt cireidation against 
me; but if I take up ssy abode with ihe mother of 
asy httdlMOid, and I am sure she will receive me 
kindly, the malaoe of die world wOI be r^^bttked mi 



The CcniikeBa pecmvedlliat het firtfacr was not 
satisfied witb Ae tmohtAm. she had taken; but 
as it was the most ^spsdisnli, indeed the best^wisirh 
•t dM moiMnt die oouUL adopt, dns gave her ifo 
p«n, and she soon after wished him: good ni^ 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



FS&PLBXITXfiS. 



DuaiKG the i^emainder pf the day after the 
Coutxlesfi left Sandyford-House, the Earl c(mti* 
nued uneai^, irritable, axid thoagli^ul. Mor- 
dai]ii4 dined with him, and in the evening he be* 
gas to rally a little ; but in the midst of his jdcu-^ 
larity, fer he was nal^iriAy di^sed to indulge 
his fimcy in a humorous play upon the passing 
toj^cs of the m<»nent, he would suddenly fall into 
fits of abstraction, from which he as suddenly re- 
covered himself, as if awakening from a trance of 
which he had been unconscious. His friend saw 
his mental struggle, and exerted himself in every 
possible manner to draw him from the pressure of 
his unhappy thoughts ; but all his efforts proved 
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unavailing, and he at last said, *^ Sandyford, tlda 
will not do ; you cannot, I perceive plainly, meet 
this event with that indifference which you hav^ 
affected, and which you are so strangely ambitious 
as to endeavour still to maintain even be&re 
me.'' 

^^ I confess it,'' replied his Lordship, '^ and I 
should have borne it even more weakly had Au^ 
gusta been really guilty ; but how can I invite a 
reunion, when that old mandarin, Sir Charles 
Runnington, declares my own behaviour has been 
such, that her friend/B, as well as herself, are de- 
sirous of the separation ? Now, if I had thought 
she cared half th'e value of an odd trick for me, cb: 
even could but have cared, I would have been. a 
very different sort of a husband. However, the 
Rubicon is passed ; but one thing i^t least I may 
still try, and that is tp prpye that I am iu>t alU^ 
gether the irreclaimable I><»i Juan, which ike 
world so charitably supposes,'^ 

The manner in which this was, s^d^ t^iough, ge**. 
nerally in a tone of fireedom and gaiety, had yet an 
accent of sadness that moved the compassion q£ 
Mordaunt, and he contemplated the endeavoured 



^faMvfubiees of }us fiiefid^ as he^KWild have look- 
ed ^on A ide«iping m^aat, covefeelr wi^ ar.Iace 
veil,— a fi%ht which, notwithstanding th^: health, 
the fimile, and the hloam thut hhiAeA thtP!^§ of- 
ten mLggests melancholy a^sodj^^ti^n^.tO tb@ 0^ 
tionate heart. . . '. 11' 

'^•I think, Sandyford, you would fe^ly^iff^e^ 
better, were you to be ;Hiore qepnntoiid^ive^'' «aid 
Mordaunt. . " There ca9 be npithingin your si- 
tuation that a friend tnay not batow.'' ; 

" True,'' replied the Earl ; " but a matt jseldom 
diodses his fiiend to be the confidant of his sins. 
I haye been worse perhaps than you imaging 
though I believe not quite so bad as the world has 
represented nie. But I have done enough of ill ' 
to know^ that the task I undertake is not only tp 
make a character, hjA to recover one. However, 
let U4 bid adieu to the gloomy pile bf my co]i^ 
oems for the present, and tell me^ Mordaunt, 
something of your own— die afiai^ wi^ MissBeau^ 
chainp«-*-Wfaen is the weddii^ to be i^ . - 

« Why, to say the truth,jmy Lbrd,^. replied 
Mordaunt, hoagKingly ; '^^ ahjioiighiit.is a settled 
point.between'Us>{'tbes?e is yet^a great impedimavt 



to be 6v&tecme. The BaroBet, her fath^, it 
seenA, mmj y^sm agoy when Jolk was but a 
ehild, made a (^einpact with hi6 nei^beur^ the 
hte Mr Bttdlilaiid, t^t lEbe shocdd be mamedto 
Jack Bij^cMiittd^ then quite a boy ; and if Buch- 
land will take her, he swears nobody dse sbsdR 
ha^tfhe^.'' 

^ Ah ^! feft aught that eV^ I ^tild lea^, 
^e eoCi]^se of true love Bever &i' nm smeotb,'^ 
cried his Lordship ; ^ and Birchland will be a 
cursed feol if he don't^ beggkig your pardon."^ 

" Ay, but Aere aire t^ words to a bargfldn,-^ 
Julia; has sopie^iing herself to say in the busi- 
ness,^ re{^ed Mordauiit. 

^ Then Biithlaiid is really incUned to stand by 
^e compacted'' said the EarL 

^^ Tm half afraid he is ; md iwhat is m<^e, Ji^ 
ha h^self has some suspicion of the same sort.^ 

^' Now, I underetand libe wl|ole affiur,"^ ex*- 
daisied the Earl^ lau^^nng, and interruyting him^ 
<^ you are c<»ne to LondoB to meet her, and a 
stbim luiatch is in contemplation.^ 

^^ You aie mistaken,'" said Mordaunt, some- 
what gravely, ^ Miss Beaadiamp will not submit 
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taany itemg so cksrogaiory to hexMlf ; but it Mfemfe 
that her camtiy LeiMit Irby, Ims ttfkeii a fkcicr^ 
fer BircUafid, and dur iMiiie£ate object k to 
make them man and wife, and by thi^ means 
frustrate or defeat the pertinaeiotLs detsdgne o^ Sir 
Thomas.^ ' 

^* Tkete aro no soeh ingeniott^ nest^builders, 
frfter all) as yon bkds of the bowerg,^ eried tb^ 
Ead, gaily; but clicking himself, added^ ^* the 
|do€ is good— Very good*— but how is iv to be 
brought to a bearing ?*^ 

** Julia has persuaded her father to come to 
town,*^ said Moidauftt, " and Mils Irby is with 
them; They arrived this morfaing: Birchland is 
expected in the course of a few days.*^ 

" Were Birchland one of our town-bred spar* 
trows, and not a chaffinch of the grove^ I should 
advise," replied the Earl^ ** the pretty Letitia to 
coo for lovers amidst her native shades ; but as I 
doubt not he is as guileless as a bliEtckbird, no 
harm may come of their bflBng even in a London 
cage. However, we shall see * 

MoMaiuiii; diaing this saBy^ looked si^oudy 
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ftt the Earl, and said, gravely, ^^ Yoijfr mkd^ 
Sandyford, I am sorry iSo see^ is'accmstoined ta.re^ 
gard lightly some things which you w^ om^* in 
the habit of eonaidering very differently. Birch- 
land were a timing if he could, take advantage of 
a fond girPs innocent affections."" 

His Lordship blushed, and was for a mdment 
out i£ countenanoe^,but recovering his usual fami- 
liarity, repKed; " You John Bulls of the country 
serve up your morality in the husk ; a man of 
pleasure among you cannot taste a kernel, with- 
out being supposed to have cracked the decalogue. 
That same womI^. vfllain^ is a whoreson phrase- 
dowlas, filthy dowlas,^ — but he added, in a tone 
so deep and emphatic, that it mad6 the heart of 
Mordaunt vibrate in sympathetic anguish, ^^ The 
word, however,, suits the action, but in using it, I 
suppose you forgot at the moment what my wife 
and her friends think of me.^ 

Mordaunt for several seconds was unable to 
make any answer, and then be added,^ ^^ Your 
whole life, S^dyford, has been a riddlit. The 
town.tenn of it has^^disfressed all those whdL"^&>* 



teemed you, and who cherished espectadons which 
you were once aUe to realize.^ 
, " I am still able,'" cried the Earl, with a gene- 
rous confidence in his. own powers ; ^> but the jadis 
must go to grass. I intend, with all convenient 
speed, to settle my townly affiurs, and then b^in 
another course. of beii^ at Chastington-hall,— ^an 
Elysium^ as my mother has often told me, wh^e 
^e manes of my ancestors, m the shape, I sup- 
pose, of old portrait, would scowl th^ brave en- 
cou];»gement on my emulous endeavours to re^ 
vive the faded lu£^e of their blood. But to that, 
like to many other of the good old dowager'^s saws 
and saying, I have been no better than the infi^ 
del. Jlowever, I am resolved for a time to take 
up my abode at Chastington, and by the post to- 
day I sent.ordars to prepare fear my reception^ 
Were you not. so engaged, I wouM ask you to go 
with me, for I believe it is a huge oM Ann-Bad- 
cU£fe.place,.a..spectrey.suirounded by a rookery, 
which. I was on the point at one time of celling, 
on account of its distance fiom town, ;and the red* 
haired bumpkins, that came up fiom it-Ojecasioii- 
ally to see London, and to keep their lord and 



hdf ia hot water, and theb fidlowv in the bail in 

laughter, all the tiiiie thej stay."^ 

. MoBdaimt.sinfled at the latter reason Ibv^ part- 

iif[ with the aooeatsal rendoiGe of aU the Stedy^ 

foida. 

^^ Upon my hcmour,"^ said hur Loidihip^ ^^ thei« 
IB more truth in it than you think. Yoacan haine 
BO conception how much we were plagued by tte 
4eiis of the patiiarbhal fixtures of Chaatiiigtoii- 
hall^ coining here to learn the daft and mysteiy 
of footmasxy; and the wont of it was, that, after 
they were initiated in all the tricks i£ the dade, 
I was obliged to give them characters t0(' my ac- 
jquaintance, in the perfDCt conviction, that any 
principle of honesty or sobriety, which they 
luDQgjbt with than finom the country, was entirely 
lest in this house. The possession of the place 
«Mtde me, indeed, fed 4M3 if I k^t a roguery for 
iiM supply ef the London maihet; aiidbonscieBSe, 
with a few secondary osnsideratiws arisiiq^ ftom 
losses at play, urged me to part with, it But 
nobody oould be firand rich enough, or Ibohsh 
«ott|^ to make 1^ purdase.'' 



*f Snriy you here nervter 8eeii'CkwfiagMi,T 
said Movdsaiit^ shocked that hk Lbiddbip di^old 
think iddk 00 much lenty of pannng wiiiii^ a di^ 
jxniniand numaon^ which, fat miaiy age^ a loflj^ 
liaeof noUe ance8t»l*s had successi^y ddighted 
to emich and adorn. 

''O.neve:!— *A faimdfed and seventy aiikb 
finmr Ltmdon^ m a midlaad ooaii^-H»)t eveft 
a nuaket«tomi unthin half a soose of leagues'^ 
-only a villi^e at the gate, wiA a shi^e ale-house, 
where a cudcoo-dock. diick& at one side of the 
fihiraney-plaoe, and the cuiste, smoking his pipe 
ia an antique elbow-chab, channs at>tbe oiEb»^ 
was it possible to vegetate widi Lady Sandyi- 
.find? I did, indeed, at our mamage, intend to 
make it our. principal residence; but a- blight lUl 
. upon an my intentkma of that period, and X nev^ar 
since ooidd endue die idea: of looking at Chas^ 
iagto^ tili the adventoie of this morning renmA. 
edme of what my mother used to sasf about the 
pnesiding genii that inhabit tbere-^ 

After some fiirtlmr gencsal conmrnNMion idtf- 
tiye to the EiiilV^[ribn9> Mordmnl reet^to bid Imft 
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good nigfat ^^ Come to me to-monrow as eiirljr ai 
you cafi,'^ gaid his LordBliip, as he shook fami by 
the hand at partiitg ; ^^ and in the meantime put 
as charitable a constnictbn as poniible on any 
thing that may have had a tendency to lower me 
in your esteem. I am not, my dear fellow, half 
ao bad as I have long 8eemed--all that wfaieh 
others r^;aided as the inebriation of pleasure, was 
10 me the fvensy of a fever. My outward and my 
inner man were in afflicting opposition. The vo- 
luptuous draught that I was sera to swallow so 
greedily, was but drank as an opiate to allay the 
mental agony which I suflbred. I felt as if the 
qning. and fbuntain^^head of aU my motives and 
faai^iiness ,were cut off, and the future rendered 
an. aiAd and ditvouring desert. A worm was in 
the core of my heart; and a fire in my brain ; and 
lor three years my spirit was parched with mez« 
tinguishable despair. My dissipation was mar- 
tyrd(»i ; and yet I wore the mask of a joyotm 
libertine so w^U, that my ludden misery was ne« 
ver discovered. But the mask, Mordaunt, is 
now off,-«4be czssis of my distemper is past,-^ 



!>BE?L£XITIE6« Sll 

9nd, as the faculty say, a change of scene, with 
country ah and exercise, will perhaps complete 
the cure,"' 

During this address, which his Lordship deli- 
vered with considerable energy, while he still held 
his fiiend.by the hand, Mordaunt was. greatly 
moved ; and at the conclusion, when the vehe- 
mence of the Earl had subsided into a morefami- 
Vm strain, he said, *^ Sandyford, you ought to 
have told me what you were suffering. It was 
too much to put to hazard, fame, fortune, fuid 
self-respect, without consulting any fiiend.^ 

" It was,*" replied his Lordship, " I am sen- 
sible it was ; but if I could have been so prudem 
as to have taken the advice of any friend, I di^d 
not then have been so mad as to require it Theare 
are states of the mind which friends should see 
are morbid, without being told. One of the worst 
symptoms of intellectual distemf ^rajture, is the 
effort which the. patient maizes to c(mceal Ins ma- 
lady. Could it have been for a moment imagined 
by my friends — ^had they thought senoudy cm tl^ 
Cinse, th^. I wo^ld at once forego all my eatfy bih 
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bifs' of eBaialali<m, the tove jof fsme, and the desire 
rfpoircr, and tie mysdf to the ehmc^wheds of 
hazard and sensuality, without a cause ^•^Na, 
-IMbt^URmt ; when you heatd of my falling off, 
yott ought to have come to me. It'was not fbt 
yott to stand aloo^ and see me perish ; for, with- 
tmt vasaty, I may now say, humiliated as I am by 
the sense of my fruitless talents and abortive life, 
that you at least knew my original worth.*" 

The feelings of Mordaunt were overcome, and 
hastily bidding his Lordship good night, be rush- 
ed from the room to conceal the emotion he was 
tinaUe any longer to contrd. The heart of the 
•Ewl was rdieved by what had passed ; the fine 
lEMitttralr'elas^ty of his mind, which enabled him 
to pass with such feficitous ease from one topic to 
another, dilated out in the cheerful anticipation 
of being yet able to redeem some portion of the 
promise of his youth ; and he retired to his Jbed^. 
idhamber in a more serene and temperate mood 
than he had for several years enjoyed. The only 
anxiety he suffered was on account of his Lady, 
and he sighed as he said, looking at her picture, 



which hung over the mantle-piece, " And so, 
Augusta, you are also gone. I thought but last 
night I could have better spared you. No mat- 
ter ; if you are happier — ^You have all the kind- 
est wishes of a man that loved you too well."" 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



A MAN OF BUSINESS. 



At the time when the Earlliad requested Vel- 
lum to be with him in the moming, the Solicitor, 
punctual to the hour, was at Sondyford-house, 
with a hasty sketch of the state of his Lordship's 
pecuniaiy concerns. He had heard something 
.of what had happened; but the true circum- 
stances were so different from the report, that he 
could not help saying, ^^ I presume there will be 
no proceedings.'^ 

" None in your way,'' replied the Earl dryly, 
as he perused the statement; adding, ^* This 
looks better. Vellum, than I expected. Have you 
any account of my debts and mortgages f^ 

Vellum said, somewhat diffidently, that he had ; 
and produced a paper. The Earl, on looking it 
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•ver, was surprised to observe, tlist V^ttum him* 
8^ was by £ur the most consideraldie creditor ; 
he took no notke, however, of this drcinnstance. 
For the money whieh he had borrowed at different 
times, he h£A paid «n -enormous rate of usury ; 
but he had never any reason before to suspect that 
Vellum was the real lender, nor did he do so at 
diis'time. He only thet^ht, what was indeed the 
fact, that Vellum had afterwards bought up the 
securities. 

V^hile the Earl was perusing the list, Velhun 
watched his eye anxiously, but could discover no^ 
thing of what was passing in his mind On re- 
turning it to him, his Lordship, howev^, said, 
somewhat emphatically, ^^ VeHum, this is a Uack 
account; we must use ourbest endeavours tt) Ueadi 
the complexian of some of theseill-fiwoured itemsL^ 

The Solicitor fdt the full force and weight of 
this remark, and said at once, ^* I am aware, my 
Lord, that some parts of it are not exactly what 
your Lordship p^haps expected to see— -I dlude 
to my own elanns ; but the truth of the case is 
simidy thisi: Had I not redeemed the bonds which 
isonstitufte my daim, aome othar would^ $nd I da 



QOt ^biak t^at ny penMi into whose pqete^oii 
they might ba^e comfi, would have been, more d^ 
Ucate than myself. I mig^t certiniilyy us your 
XiOiaUiipW pro&Miofial agent, have resisted the 
debt ^tof^ether ; aiid, in that manner, the obUg^i- 
tbn to pay them might ha^ebeengot lidof. But 
your Iiordship w<euld never suffer me to estid^h 
a legal right at the e9:p&aee of a moval w«h^. I 
mq^ht ako, my LiHrd, for such things $te net un^ 
c<Hnmon, have exhilnted the claim under d^ferei^ 
names, by which my interest in the bushiesB would 
have been dissimulated ; but I am inii$paUe of 
subwilting to juaedse any such equii^ocalion.'" 

^^ I.-am perfectly satiafied, VdSuuy widi yomr 
it^begrity bm a . man of business,^ rq^licd fats LoDdU 
sh^; ^^iMidthecandiiinrof yoiirdadandionwn. 
finns me in the juatiee that I ha^e.unifiinnly, in 
my own mind, dime to you as sndi. My confi- 
dence in yoais none abated, and I do not eoasi- 
der the prc^ which you may haye gained by tibese 
deidi^gs^ procuted at my eacpence ; bat, donbt* 
less, the only reason whidi induced joa not to 
tell me that I. might have occawmalty redeem* 
edihe fomAja( Sfditmaa^AmAiytm^Hmn^ 

12 
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Icnowli^e of the state of my circumstances, ari-- 
«ing tt&ayenjiJt professioiMkl trusts as my agmt.'^ 

VeUiun bit his Hps ; but tbe Earl in a moment 
changed his tone, and said cheeifolly, *^ However, 
tlie matter k dcme, and it must not be rq»eated ; I 
irishyou all happiness with your gmns ; and the 
sooner they are realized, the more I shall be con- 
tent. But one thing you must, in the meantime, 
do for me. I have paid more attention to that 
.Scottish curiosity, Wylie, than perhaps I ought 
to have done. He, however, ^served to amuse me 
when every odier thing had become stale, flat, and 
. unfn^ofitable ; and he cannot but have formed some 
>esKpectati(ms from my inteirest or influ^ce*. I be- 
lieve he is honest.'" 

'^ It is impossible to doubt it,^ replied Vellum ; 
^^ but his talents are not of a high order, nor has 
his education been of the best sort.^ 

'^ The bdbag,^ cried his Lordship, gaily, ^^ has 
not half the capacity, I believe, of a young ele- 
phant ; but his very defici^ides have been as ta- 
lents with me ; and now that I am determined to 
quit London, I wish to do something for him. 
lYou must tike him into partnership, Vellum.^ 

VOL. I. K 



' ' "O^lMfSolkhidir Was Aunderalrabk ; and in ttn acv 
cent of aaliodulinieiit^ itfdd, *^ My Loid^ it is not 
p(M8ibIe-^lie is too yoiaag-^he knows noAing of 
tmskiess.^ 

'<< He is old enougjb,^ lei^ied his Loardflbip coUU 
ly, ^torfecempfrofit; nordoesitrequkeaaypar* 
iSeidar knowledge to do so. Bat perhaps you 
eirotild rather give hhn a sidary.^ 
' VdQum bowed, and the Eailcontmued;^* Then 
it "Aoidd be ontagreement for a term of years— 
Say^Steven. How much will you give him ?*• 

Thi^dedskmof character which the Earl had 
9it^ Ais interview so unespeetedly man^ssled, ovsv. 
iiwed VeUum, who had hidierto considered him 
merely as a common man of fa^on. He had ne- 
'^^y ^' the course of their previous intercourse, 
'mcewspeeiei'AB dotmant powcors of his Lord- 
ship^s mind, lAMhy -lis:^ a stneam long dammed 
n^, Und^mtdcA e^v«riwith water-w^sds and rushes, 
-seamed incapable of^being a{fti»d^to4Qiy eflEKctud 
-purpose. But he now peroeived diat it woidd be 
tfseless to .pairy with such a character ^ and, iherB- 
ffte, with the off-hand alacrity of a man of the 
woiid, he replied, ^< It is your XorddnpVpleasure 
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iQ promote the ferlnne of the yoang nw, and it 
is my d«iy to comply idth yoqir Xioxdaliip's rea^ 
iimaUe inahes on the sulgeet I will ^ve lum 
fiye hunoked pounds a-year, for seven years ; al- 
though I do not think he will ever makejany ayail- 
ahlepcofidency ia. his -ptoteaAcs^'^ 

^^ You do not then seriously think that he is 
Vkxily to -attain eminence as a lawyer ^^ said the 
'£arreamestly. 

^^ I do noty^ was the jemphatic answer. 

'^ Then,^ iq^lied his Lordship, ^^ five hundred 
iu^year, for seven years, is too little. You will {;iv€ 
him seven hundred and fifty.^ 

^^ Itis ftr faeyond his wants, habits,, and ideas.'^ 

Tjdluni,iii saying these few words, was rebahud 
hf die gxave expisession of Ins Lordship^s eye ; and 
•stoppibgdK if he had been intenupted^ looked con* 
Aiaed. 

The JBarl, after a pause cf some ten or twen^ 
seconds, rose 6om his seat, and siandii!^ with his 
hack.to Ae&ie, said.to the Bdidtar, who hsd al« 
•so risen «t the same time, ^* I ain not sore, Mr 
Vell)mi,;that any man has a>%l|f. to. prescribe & 
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mUs to anotber^s fortune. You will give Mr Wy« 
lie seven hundred md fifty pounds a-year, for se* 
ven years, if you think my business and connexions 
can, with a reasonaUe advantage to yourselft a& 
fiird ao much.^ 

There was no withstanding either the manner 
or the matter of this* Vellum bowed with pro- 
found respect, and said, ^^ It shall be done, my 
Lord ; and I ought to add, that it is in my power 
to comply with your Lordship^s request.^ 

^^ I thank you. Vellum ; you haveobliged me ;^ 
and the Eari took him cordii^ by the hand. 
^^ We shall talk no more of these matto^ My 
only instructions now to you are, let a ftill account 
be made out, and sent to me as soon asrposstble ; 
exhibiting an exact view of my aflPaiis; with a ta- 
Ue, shewing in what time my debts may be disr 
charged. I wil) take it with me into the country, 
where I shall be able to determine the amount to 
which I must limit my expenditure.'" 

This was evidendy intended to conclude the in- 
terriew ; and the Solicitor, sensible of the intnna- 
tion, accordingly took his leave. In quitting the 



A K AK OF Bvsnmss. SSI 

room, the Earl, however, smd to hint) with faifi 
wonted freedom, " You can dine with me, I hope ¥" 

Vellam accepted the ihyitation, but with a lit- 
tie more formality thaai usual. The Earl smiled 
at the ehange, and added, in his most gradous and 
conciliating manner, ** By the way, VeDum, this 
house must remain empty while I am in the coun* 
try, for I do not intend that it shall be let ; you 
had as well come here and lite ; you will take bet* 
ter care of the pictures and fimiiture than ser* 
vants ; and I hope you and Mrs Vdlum will oblige 
me in this. You need not matexiaUy increase 
your estabMshment, as I shall leave some of theold 
servants.'' 

Vellum looked at his Lordship. On any former 
occasion, had such a proposition been made to him, 
he would have laughingly shaken his head in 
thankful acceptation ; but the singular lustre with 
which the latent character of the Earl shone out 
upon him, smote him with a sense of reverence that 
' overpowered all his wonted familiarity, and he said, 
with the most profound respect, ** I crave your 
Lordship's pardon for having evinced any reluc- 
tance to comply with your request. I ought to 
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have known Better the oUigatTona that I owe tui 
your Lordship, and tfiemagnanittiity of your di^ 
poddon.^ He then said, somewhat less formally^ 
but perhaps with more eflfect, ^^ I am not, however, 
the only one, my Lord, who has been long in er- 
ror with respect to your Lordship.^ 

^' Come, come, Vellum, no more of that,"^ cried 
the Earl, interrupting him ; ^^ I have mysctf, per- 
haps, been the most in error of you all. But as I 
have turned over a new leaf in the hook of life, it 
is as well that the first reeord to be made thereon 
is what I shiA not regret Bring Wylie with you, 
that I may see with what humour the Caliban sus*^ 
tains his new fortune.**^ 

The Solicitor bowed and retired. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

geatitub:^. 

Fbou the tcaniMtians of the preoedii^; 4^, 
Wylie had been thougktftil and muaous. He 
sstudzously aTmded the CDnTOsatbii jof hift compa- 
moiiB m die office^ and applied himiBelf wilhf moee 
than wcmted diligence to his tasks at the .desl& 
He had formed expectations with respect to the 
favour of Lord Sandyfiard, vhidi he thought were 
likely to be firuBtnited by theunfortonate otuiatiw 
of the EarFs domestic affidrs, afad ever and anifli 
a cold feeling came oyer his heast, sadiaa.oftw 
saddens the qibit of the young adventaneKy^ when 
bia {ffospects are suddesdy clouded. Vdilum^.W 
tetcimiflg from' his Lorddiip^ summeoed hiijri inl^ 
his own apartment, and somewhat abruptly toU 
hisQi of his good fortune. 
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<^ It^fl Tem kind of my Lofd,^ said Aodrem i 
^^ really it^s vera kind-^-lie's a niee man, and nuttr 
in him than he^s likened to; I oouldna hae 
thought he wonld hae done so meikle for me at 
ready .'' 

" Then you have expected,^ cried Vellum^ 
** that he would do something for yon ?^ 

" I suxdiy had reason,^ was the re|^y. " It 
oouldna be thought but that in time I might hae 
voitured to ask my Lotd^s helping hand, consi- 
dering his discretion towaids me^ 

^^ Tbe idea did crecKiC to your sagacity , WyUe,^ 
said Vellam, ironically ; ^^ and I suppose you exp 
erted youmelf to the best of your ability ta amuse 
his Lordship?^ 

'^ Nae doubt I did---nae doubt I did that^"" 
cried our hcfo; ^^ it would hae been an unco thing 
in the like o^ me no to hae done a^in my capacity 
to jdeasure my Lcvd.'^ 

<' Upon my word, there is. more in yea thm I 
gave you credit fiv,^ r^diedthe Solidtor, sneeTr 
ingly, feeling as if he had been in sonus degiee 
overaeaehed by the part whidt Andxew had pby« 
ed; adding, more sedately^ <^ But, now that you 
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have gained your ends, and by hia Lordsliip^a ge- 
nerosity are placed in a condition to support the 
appearance of a gentleman, I hope you will set in 
seriously to your profession, and throw off your 
ridiculous manners for the future.*^ 

*' That would be a doing, indeed,^ exdaimed 
our hero ; ^' when you are just at diis precious 
moment telling me that they have ahready brought 
me in seven hund^ and fifty pounds a»year.^ 

This answer puzsled the lawyer, who laughed, 
as he said, ** Well, well, take your own way ; but 
it is no long^ necessary for you to be so penu- 
rious.'* 

** That's vera true,'' replied Andrew, ** and 
I'm thankfiil it is sae ; bat if I dinna save now, 
wh^e will I, in the lang run, be a whit the bet> 
tor for my Lord's bountifiil patronage ? No, sir ; 
ye maiin just let me ride my ain horse wT my ain 
ha'ding.'' 

Mr Vetlum sudd^y broke off the conversa- 
tion, and turned his attention to some matter of 
business ; and our hero, oh going to his place 
at the desk, in the fulness of his heart, wrote a 
letter to his grandmother ; but witiiout indulging 
xS 
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in any expresrioh b^ond the wonted tempenmoe 
of his ordinary manner of addressing the aflfeetion^ 
ate old woman, he began by stating, that for some 
time he had been keepit thrang both by night and 
by day. ^^ Bui I have no reason to complain, for 
Pxo>ddenee has been pleased to raise up for me a 
friend, by whose instrumentality Mr Y eHum has 
settled on me a very satisfactory wage; the which 
will enable me to shew more kindness to you than 
I have yet had it in my power to do ; and I think 
it my loving duty to said you her^j out t^ the 
fore-end of my earnings, something to buy a 
new gown, or any other small convenience that 
ye may stand in the need of; hoping you will 
want for notiiing, as I doubt not to have it in my 
power now to do as micMe, and more, from time 
to time.^ And then he continued, '^ I have se^ of 
late but little of CharUe Pierston, but he^s in very 
good health, to the best of my knowledge, but a 
mischiisvous dever ramplor, and never devals with 
cracking his jokes on me. However, I have fallen 
in, notwitiistanding the unfiishion of my appandy 
with some creditable acquaintance ; but as you ken 
nothing anent them, I needna fash you with their 
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pafnrt, nor hdw h was.'' And be concliklpd, by <M9» 
curing &e old wom^a, tbitt tt would be bis boisesi 
feBdeavoiir to give «itiitfaotion to hia.fidend«» wh0^ 
ever they were, and to noiie labre th^A to her to 
wliose care he was beboldeafor eyeiiy tiiingJbut bis 
being. 

; This letter a%de4greal^deb^t to tiie:oldwo^ 
man; she. carried it' rosond. to all her ne^lfeiirsi 
and evi^ to the Manjs^ where the minister dedai- 
red his ^oktkre satbfiic^n with the i^eddonaite 
disposition, and the generous heart of poor: iliu 
drew4 

^^ But/^ .Bfdd hfifi '^ LondQii is a very etfiensive 
place, so you mmt ^ot- ccbnt too pooafidently on 
his bang able to fulfil/bis kiail intentions ; we 
n^hl:, however, baye been better qualifiedto judge 
of that, had he told.yoa the aniiQiint of fais:sabry ; 
biiwever, upon the whole, you h»re great season 
to be thankful. I bdieve he was always a well* 
disposed creature^^ 

: ^^ That he wlus^^ replied Martha, in tihe pride 
ef h^ heart ; ^^ he^ a wee gair, I aJloo ; but the 
Hberal maifs the beggar's brother, and there's aye 
same^thang to get by key or claut frae the miser'f 
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coffer. I dmnB stand in tlie lack o* his gift ; but 
since it has come, I will bay a new gown for 
ihe kirk, that the whole parish may see Andrew^t 
gudenesso^ heart therein. Poor fallow— nae doubt 
hehaahadbaith to thole and moil forwhathehas 
gotten, and it^s a warld's wonder to me how he could 
gie sic a satisfaction. But naebody can tell what^s in 
the shawp till ii*s tbelt ; Paul was lang a persecu- 
tor before he was an apostle, and the bonny but- 
terflies bq^ the waxld in the shape o* crawling 
kailwonns.^ 

Thus was the character of our hero tor affec- 
tion and generosity established, wnidst the scenes 
of his youth ; and when firom time to time a 
five-pound note, in fidthful adherence to his pro- 
mise, came r^nlarly to hand, the worthy Tanny- 
hill as regularly lauded the liberaE^ of the do- 
nor, and predicted his future greatness, while the 
delighted old woman, exulting in the constancy 
of his kindness, as often declared, ^^ That she 
never wished to see him great, but only gude ; 
for, as Solomon says» ^ grant me neither poverty 
nor riches;^ and Solomon kent weel what the 
warld is,— ^though^ poor man, in his auld di^sHie 
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gaed aften far ajee out o^ the strait road in the 
gloaming, tapping wP his gowden-headed staff at 
the harlot^s door, and keeking in at her windows 
with his bald head and his grey hafBts, when he 
should hae been sitting at hame on his throne, 
reading his Bible to his captains and counsellors 
in a kingly manner.'** 



i 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 



AK ALE-HOUSE. 



Agreeably to the orders of the Countess, her 
father^s travelling-carriage was at the door early 
in the morning. The day promised to be fine. 
The winter had been mild ; and although it was 
still February^ the spring was seen big in the bud, 
and the fields seemed tobe tinged with new verdure. 
A few lambs were scatteredhere and there among 
the flocks on the pastures ; and the air breathed an 
invigorating energy into the spirit, of which Lady 
Sandyford stood then much in need. Every thing 
presented the appearance of youth and renova- 
tion ; and the rising hopes of a richer harvest of 
pleasures in life, were in accordance with the ap- 
pearance of nature, and the genial blandishments 
of the early year. 
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During the first three stages of her jouniey «^ 
wards Elderbower, she met with nothing to dn^aw 
tier attention from the contemplation of her ow^ 
situation. Indignant at the world, and morfafied 
with herself, her thoughts alternately glowed wit& 
anger, and were darkened with sadnei^s; but a 
general tendency to a more elevated course of rd- 
flection gradually acquired force, and her spirit 
fose as it were out of its passions and preju(fices; 
like the moon ascending filom behind the lurid 
glare, the smoke, and the dark masi^es of a great 
city. 

When the carriage stopped to change horses at 
the Rose and Crown, in the village of Casde- 
Booksborough, her Ladyship was roused from 
her reverie by the murmuring of a crowd round 
the door of a small public-house, on the opposite 
side of the way. There was something in the ap* 
pearance of the people, which shewed that their 
feelings and sympathies were exited by some dis- 
ti^dsing occurrence, and she inquired what had 
happened. Several voices, all anxious to engage 
her humanity, answered together, that a poor m^ 
known outlandish woman had been uken in kibour 
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in the London coach^ and bebg left ther^ had 
expired in giving birth to a beautiful temsie iBh 
fimt. 

It was not the intention of the Countess to 
have halted, till she had reached the end4)f her 
journey ; but this incident had such a powerfiil 
efibct on her newly awakened sensibilid^, that 
she inunediately d^etermined to alight, and make 
aome arrangement tor the preservation!^ the h^p^ 
less child. The crowd were touehed with admi- 
ration at her generous compassion, and made way 
for her to the door of the public-house, with a 
degree of reverence, mii^led with delight, that 
came over her heart with an influence more deli- 
cious than the early odours of the spring ; but no 
previous view of the privations of the poor had 
prepared her for the scene that she beheld on en^ 
tering the house. 

She was first shewn mto the kitchen, or rather 
the door opened into that apartment. It was a 
rude low-ceiled room, with a large chimney at 
die one side, in whieh a hosfHtaUe pile^ ofroots^ 
and billets of wood, were cheerily buming; Iii the 
one comer hung several hams and flitches of ba* 
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(CGtk\ in the other stood a bench, somewhiftt dis- 
Idteated in itB Kmbg, with a high back, which bore 
'n sort of outline resembhmce to ah old-ftshioned 
sofa. Opposite to the fire was an inclosed re* 
oess, with an oaken-table in the middle, carved 
with the initiab of somefiiyoured cnstomers; and 
round it about six or seven labourers were seated, 
some with bread and cheese before them, others 
with tankards of ale ; two or three of them were 
fflnoking. They rose, as her Ladyship passed' 
across to a room, where a number of womenand 
children were assembled ; on entering whidi, her 
«ar was pierced, and her heart penetrated, by the 
shrill and feeble wail of the new-born orphan. 

She advanced towards the side of an humble bedy 
on which lay the body of the mother, still retain- 
ing that last and indescribable j^bam of earthly 
beauty, which remains for a few minutes after the 
spirit has dq^arted, and seems as if it were the 
reflection of the etherial guest hovering in contem* 
]^tton over the dwelling it has for ever quitted. 
An elderly woman was reqiectfiiUy composing the 
limbs, while another was dressing the child as it 
lagr an her lap. 



Lady SmAy&kd vnm ezceedinglf wtovei bf a 
flpeotadeaanewasitirasiiiounifiil, andobqug 
the diock and impulse of dtemomoit^ die hMli]j)r 
tamed bade, and Tan acsoat the street to ihe Bote 
and Crown. 

^ For Hea^sen's sake P she eKrianned ta die 
badladty, who followed her into one of liie pn»i 
lours, << what is to be done with liiat unpwtaeled 
infant?'' 

^^ Don't alBict yoorsdtf^ my lady,^ refdied Mxs 
Vintage;^ the paiisb-officers will see to it They 
haTeabea^ sent lor Mrs Peony, the wifie of Mr 
Perrer^ gaEdener. Her own child died yesterdays 
and she will be right glad to get this coie in its 
{flaoe I would therefore, my Lady, reoommmd 
•yonr Ladyship to take some refreshment, and eon- 
pooe your spii^. What will your Ladyship be 
pleased to taker 

Floonee, her LadyshipVgentlewoman and oovi- 
pankmin the carriage, who had been dutiiq; the 
whole time an amaxed spectator of the Countsfli^ 
agitation, interfered, saying, ^ Perhaps my La^ 
.will be better by bemg leftfom little alone;" and 
the Countess intunating, hy a motisvi of her hand, 
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• ^< Fkimoe,^ said her Ladyship, the momeBt 
they weve by themselYes, ^ I ha^e a gfeeat waai 
to Uke this baby ^rith us.^ 

*^ O monttiaas, your Ladyslup P fTrtaimeil 
ijbe teoderJssarted Ab^ail. ^^ Why the cmtme 
hamtt a stitch oCdodies ; and hofW oduid we mme 
itin the carriage cni my best pelisse? No^myl^ady;: 
let ^parish-oiBcers iSrst get it nnrsedy and then 
if it chance to be a beauty, youf Ladydiip may 
show your compassion ; but, Lov^ if it pRyvean 
^^y farawHng-toad, what could be dmie with it ?^ 
' *^ There is some reason in. what you say, 
Fhmnce,^ replied the Coimtess ; ^^ paitievkuiy 
as to the ride yoiur beat peHsse mig^t be ei^osiBd 
to. Bnt, nevertheless, I wiU adopt dbe chiU^ 
therefore, do you call hi the kncQady i^gab4- Aat 
I may speak to her on the subjlact.'^ 

Mrs Yintage, on returning into tiie ydooi, was 
aecordin^informed that the paridt^oiBceFS need 
girte dieniselves to farther trodble abmit the or* 
phan, for x^ waa her Ladyship's intanlion'to lake 
if undar her pnotasetion.. 
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'< BttV Mud the Countess, << I do luH: wish foft 
the present to be known in the business. I must 
therefore b^ of you to make the necessary ar<* 
rangements with the nurse of whom you spoke, 
and in the course of a few days, you will hear 
from me more particularly on the subject In the 
meantime, I will leave with you what money may 
be necessary to defray the expences of the mother'^s 
fimeral. In order, however, that some key, if 
possible, may be got to her relations, I think it 
will be proper to take possession of any luggage 
she may have had with her.^ 

Mrs Vintage told her Ladydhip, that she un- 
derstood there was nothing but a box, which the 
oficers had already opened, and found it con- 
tained only a few trinkets and dothes. ^^ I have 
Uiuxk chaEge of it, and if your Ladyship pleases, 
I will give it up to you.^ 

" Yes," said Flounce, " I think if my Lady 
is to be at the expence of the brat^s education, 
the should have what effects belong to it. So 
pray do let us have the box widi us. — ^I dare say, 
my Lady, some of the trinkets must be vahiable ; 
for did your Ladyship not obaerve what deHgfat* 
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ful large ear-rings the poor dead creature hod ? 
Siirely they will never be 8o barbarous as to bury 
her with them. If they do, I should not be sur- 
pnaed were the sexton to dig her up in the night, 
and pull them out.*" 

<< Flounce,"^ cried her mistress, with displea- 
sure, <^ you allow yourself to talk too flippantly. 
Desire the footman to see the box carefoUy put 
up with the rest of our luggage.**^ 

Her Ladyship then gave Mrs Vintage some 
instructions respecting a slight repast ; and while 
the preparations for which were going on, the re- 
quisite arrangements were made with Mrs Peony 
to take charge of the child, which the Countess 
directed to be named Monimia. 

During the conversation, it transpired that the 
Mr Ferrers, in whose service the husband of the 
nurse was gardener, was the same gentleman 
whose attentions to the Countess had abeady pro- 
duced such baneful consequences. He was lord 
of the manor in which the village was situated, 
and possessed a fine ancient seat in the immediate 
aeighbourhood. 

There was nothing in this information which 
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dbtiirbed Lady Sandyford ; for she was not awave 
•that it was owing to the ridicttlous assiduity of 
Femrs that lier unhappy sttuadon with her hus- 
Jband had been bcou^^t to sudi a painfid iasuf . 
Nevertheless, the remainder of her joumey to El- 
deibower, the seat cf the Countess-Dowager, was 
perfomed in silence ; even Flounce saidnotUag, 
Aor made aay attempt to engage the attentioQ of 
her Lady, but, ruminating on the e^psnts of the 
day, fi$ fiMt asleep. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

A DOWAGEE. 

E^LBSBBOWEa had for generations been the 
tippropriated retreat of the dowagers of ^ndy^ 
ford. It was a venerable white-washed mansion, 
presenting a iront of three gables, topped with 
«tatdy mnamented cMmnies, toward a -smooth, 
wdl^ihffven green, inclosed on the right and left 
tiy high walls, clothed with lauri^kiaad other stmibs 
of <;onstant leaf and verdure. This lawn, or par- 
terre, as it was called, opened to the public road 
hy a piar of iron gates rof flovid tmceiy, between 
two taU embossed and seulptared columns, on %be 
i»ps cf which stood a couple (^groteefae statuee, 
intended to rejNresent Saxon warrions, the support- 
-ers of the Sandy&rd arms. . These, in a bo}rish 
-freaky while residing here under the maternal 
wing, Ae Earl one day painted in the colomsx>f 
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the family livery, to place them on a footing, as 
he said, with their equally wise fellows in the hall ; 
and his mother, from an indescribable sentiment of 
aflfection, yearly renewed their liveries ; contrast* 
ing with sorrow the light and jocund guety of die 
time when the frolic was first played, with the 
headlong dissipation that had succeeded. 

This widow'^s nest, as the Earl was in die prac^ 
tiee of d^s^^nAting Elderbower, stood on the skirts 
of Elderton, a cheerM market town, neat the rec- 
tory, and not far from the chunA ; so situated^ as 
his Lordship said, in order that the dowagers might 
have the benefit of clergy in their fidonies oti the 
^jacent chluracters. But the insinuation did not 
iq^pl^ to his mothier, who w^ in many respects an 
amiable w<H&iati, though weakly oyervaluing her 
Tank. 

When the bell at the gate announced the arri- 
vai of her daughtei^iii-law, she was sittmg alone 
4rt a parlour window, which ov^lodked a flower^ 
garden that doped gently down towards a beau- 
tiliil smooth grass plot round a badm^ in the mid- 
dle of whidb stood a naked leaden male image, in- 
tended &r a heithen god, but whether ApoUo or 

12 
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Vulcan, VA8 never dioroughly or satii^ikitorilf de« 
iennmed. HkreveroiGeythereetor, whohadoncd 
acquired some knowledge of such things $t Ox^ 
Anrd, was of opamon that the statue was aa original 
i^Uft of the Famesian Herenles ; hut the traditkins 
among the domestics aildof the environs, described 
it as the effigy of Sir GencBbert le Saint et Forte ; 
who, o» account of his great ralottr^ obtained the 
redoubtable surname of Hardknock&--4t most ra^ 
lorous and courteous knight, that was taken 1^ the 
Pagans and flayed atire at Jerusalem^^^in the tim^ 
of Ae Crusades. 

B&t however questionable the dhasacter ought 
be which the image exhibited^ &t whatevev control 
versies existed with rei^ct to ite origin, it oeer^ 
tainiy poured firom a condb a copioua stveiitt^ of 
crystalline water^ which fell in a gentle andevier; 
)pippli«g shower on %h:4 surface of the baainy sad 
i^yread into the cpdet air mevsnA a sob^ mumrar^ 
that s(^tly harmonized widi thd tranqtxittty of tii# 
Beenery, md the gcJden comporare of the set* 
ting sun, which the oM ladjr was tbencontemfdat 
^mgf with her elbo^ restia^ on a htge VxKpBr* 
book, in w^fch her speetaicles mexkied that diohad 

VOL. I. L 
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been recently reading the collects prescribed for 
the evening. Shock, her lap-dog, lay slumbering 
on the rug, with his head comfortably pillowed on 
the breast of Pur, a large demure aiid decorous tor- 
toise-shell cat, that was also enjoying at fiill length 
ihe drowsy influences of the bright blue-tinged 
fire, which, like the splendour of the western skies, 
gave an assurance of continued clear and dry wea- 
ther. Shock was disturbed in his siesta by the 
sound of the bell ; and starting up, ran barking 
towards the door ; while his lady, taking her spec- 
tacles out of the Prayer-book, placed it on a table 
behind her; on which, amidst several volumes of 
a devotional character, lay a copy of the newspa- 
per containing the paragraph that completed the 
rupture between her son and his wife. It may 
therefore be easily imagined with what emotion 
she beheld the Countess, unannounced, enter the 
room ; and abnost in the same moment, felt her in 
tears on her bosom. 

^' Alas r said the venerable matron, ^^ what is 
this P and why have you come to me ? But I pty 
yott more than- 1 can express ; for I fear that the 
conduGt;of George afforded too just a paUiaticm.^ 
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'^* Then you have already heard what has hap- 
pened ?^ cried the Countess, in some d^ee reco- 
vering herselfl *^ Whatever may have been my 
indiscretions, I am at least, my dear mother, free 
from the imputed guilt. Lord Sandyford and I 
have kmg hved ^ comfortless life. He has treat- 
ed me as if I were unworthy of his affection, and 
perhaps I have acted as if I felt none &r him. 
This public soandal lias opened my eyes to my 
faults 4 and I have come to you to learn how I 
may recover the esteem of my husband. My fa- 
ther urges me to a formal separation. He did in- 
deed persuade me to remove with Mm from San- 
dyford-house. It was a rash step, but it i« taken. 
Instruct me hem it may be redeemed.'" 

The Dowager dropped a tear on the hand 
which Lady Sandyford had, in her eamestnesis, 
laid upon her knee, and said, ^^ I thank you, Au- 
gusta, for this confidence ; but I feel a mother's 
sorrow for Oeorge. His tmn is, I fear, now com- 
plete. But endeavour to compose yourself, and 
we shall consider, at leisure, what is the best course 
to pursue. You have done wisely to come to me.. 
The knowledge that you have taken refuge h«re,< 
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wiU d9 n^oeh lo v^moy^ that wifnTouraUie eon- 
s4i<Qeti«a towmb you wUcb tbe TorU, taught Iqf 
the fikftid nev«paper tale> wiU.doubtIie8« put on th« 
fteparation.'" 

The vdatenial anxieties of the old L«dy as to the 
maimer in vhich the Earl had acted in the biiai«> 
ness, received some alleriatioB from the Countesa^s 
report of .Sir Charles Ilunittnglon^& mission^ and 
she «aid» ^^ Thank Heavm, hia heart ia not entira- 
ly corrupted, nor his principles destroyed; I hope 
he haa stiJU good fedmg eno«gb> were it ance e£- 
feetuaUy exdted» to irork out a gmcioua change 
in his condact If he eojuld.once be oonyinced 
that you arei soli^tous ta regain his affisctiona,. hia 
ruin may be arrested ; for whatever his bebavianr 
way have sin^ been^ he omee, Augusta^ undoubt- 
edly bved you truly-'' 

The benign composure of the X>owager had an 
iin98.edia(ta and traw|iii)T4«ng efieot on themioidof 
the Counties ; who, in the course of less than, an 
ll^ar aft^ her arrival^ was aUe to discnss with he? 
iSm T^m that she had foraied in the hope of re* 
gaiiwg the esteeiu of h^ Lord. The.Dowagei? 
would have written the same night to request the 



pfe<(ence of theEitrl,thAt xh(kt ti^o&dliaiion niigbt 
bif &im6diAle, tat thi^ Co^t^s ^rxitild not permit* 
*^lfi%^ stdd 8li6, ^< I do not wiBh thftt we shorM 
come again together, mileiSs titere am tie a twdpro^ 
dVf in ii^ur timted und lefltkfemd* I i^I my own 
iftdidii^ney i^ pt^seAt to tstetribute to bis b«p^ 

' 'Tbe ^IdLlady ftl^(^ox^«eiytete»uptid bet, mf*- 
ih^9** Ydu h^¥e loid huifibte M <S^Alofk of yimt^ 

« All !^ fexdlabfted h^ Ltdyflfep, " bt)]]4il% h 
to ftie ^ tiew ^ling. I esinAol (Si«giils6 to myi^lf 
ttet) %iib All my fymsk^ tioin ]^eteii%idii6 to mipis^ 
i^ty^ I ba*re fnilod lo ]^setve the h)t6 of a man 
thAt once doated upc^ mi^'^pc^llaps I liAt% 6fm 
bei^ instrmheiktal td Aat woefiil lapise wMcb bas 
IK» lobg embittered yout decBning years.*^ 

The tone of cotttlition ift wMch tbifi WAi^ e%^ 
pi^sfled^ snrt^sed and grieved tbe vendible ^(fw^ 
ttg^. Sbe bebeld the ^harAeter of Lady Sandy- 
ferd in & point of tiew of y^^ Ae hid formed 
no preVfo)U« eoneeption ; and Ibete waft a mode^ 
in thld, Which$ wMle i< moved h^ eompacHSion, bo^ 
Incited enconra^ment. Sbe m^ thai tbe Coimt- 
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ess felt more deeply the edgma to which elte had 
been exposed, thwi could have been expected fi^am. 
a woman hitherto confid^red as equally under the 
dominion of pride and vanily . 

By this time it wasalmost quite daric ^ and mdk 
had been the earnestness of iiw conyersation be- 
tween the two ladies, that the one forgot the fa* 
tigue of her journey, and the other, to ask if she 
required any refreshment. Far diluent was the 
case with Flounce ; she was prattling away with 
delight over a dish of green tea, along.with the 
methodical Mrs Polisher, who h^ the responsi- 
ble ^gDXty of house-keeper at Elderbower ; re- 
paying the dTility of her entertainer with a fiill, 
true> and particular account of the infidelities of 
the EarL ^^ I declare, my dear ma^am,^ said 
Flounce, ^^ he is the most shockingest man you 
ever heard of; and more times than I shall tell, 
he has shewn his cloven fdot to pie. But, my 
JLord, says I» I would have your L^r^hifito 
know, that if my lady submits |o your r^lpi^^ I 
wont^-^ReaUy, Mra Polisher, you make ^iiodQittit 
tea ; but I suppose the water is very gocid in. this 
here oouatiififd ]^e— «ud dwn Us JUwdsfaip 
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woidd lau^ and make game of me—Pray do give 
-me a motsel of siigar--<lear me, what diarmmg 
eream — a litde more-*I protest ii*8 beautifiit—I 
never tasted such delicious cream — and this is 
such a pretty house — I guess, however, you must 
be dulUsh, keeping no company ; and I should 
think my kdy will not stay long. I fancy when 
^e divorce is finished we shall have onetof the 
EarFs other seats to live in.^ 

^* Divorce !^ cried Mrs Polisher in amazement '; 
fbft she had not yet heard, notwithstanding all 
Flounced talk, any thing of the separation-^^^ Di- 
vorce ! what do you mean ?^ 

^ Why, haven- 1 you heard that my Lady has 
been caught in a denoomang P* 

Mrs Polisher, an old respectable matron, start- 
ed back fiom the tea-table, exclaiming, ^ Not pos- 
siWer 

<^ As to the possibility of the thing, that^s nei;- 
ther here nor there,"* said Flounce, sipping her 
third cup; ^^ but the story^s all Uown aliroadj and 
our men read it in the newspapers ; but bring a 
deKeate affidr, you know I could not speak of it 
to my Lady herself; but it^s in the newqiapers ; 
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«o thcsre can be no doubt of ^ &ct. Indeed^ mf 
Lord Avongide came and took her away out of the 
hou90, and I was ord^ed to fdlow in the eveniiig. 
Then there was such a piece of work^^Really^Mrs 
Polisher, this is prodi^ous fine hysson-— a smi^l 
knob of sugar, if you pkase. But, you know, it 
does not do for us senrants to make or meddle in 
these sort of mfktters<-*so I said nodiiagy because 
my place is a very good one. I woi^der, however, 
what your Dowager tlunks of the business.^ 

*' Thinks r cried Mrs Polish^, indignantly — 
^^ It will break her heart ; and I am astonished 
that your Lady Sandyford should da^e to shew 
her face in this house ; but these sort of creatures 
are as impudent as they are wickedJ^ 
. At this moment the Dowager ratig the bell 
that summoned Mrs Polisher, and Flounqe wa^ 
left, for a short time, to her own meditations, or 
rather to her observations ; f(»: the moment that 
the house-keeper^s badk was turned, she immedi- 
at^y began to inspect every thing in the room, 
with the avidity of an intending purchaser. But 
before she had completed her survey, an old cor- 
pulMit Ibotman, who was lame with the gout, came 



in to inquire for hia young Jord, aa he called the 
Earl. 

^^ Don^t talk of his Lordship to me,^ cried 
Flounce, ^^ he'^s a naughty man, and ^tis all his 
fault." 

" I wont Wfiev^ 4 word otft,* said the man, 
who had heard something of the separation from 
the servimts of Lord Avonfide that came with the 
Countess ; adding, ** before he fell in with your 
dntnied htdv^M^Mm^ 

^ My daioti6dh--0, mcinatrtas f^-^But ithe fek 
kw's a bluBpknr," sind FldHnce^ with a nuiBt in* 
dEHAi toss of her head ; Hud she then add^, 
*^ Sixnlil^ if you &now whaik it is to hanre good 
iDaBMTs, you Witt bring in a li^,and take none of 
Aese liberties with me." Thtis assoting andup^ 
koUii^ het Bietrcipditasi superixaily^. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

AN ATTEMPT. 

MoBBAUNT, soon after Vellum-s eventful inter* 
view with the Earl, called at Sand^id House, 
to represent in the strongest terms to his Lord* 
ship, the misery that he was eviidently bringii^ 
upon himself; but he fi)und him inexorable. 

/^ Had Lady Sandy&rd not quitted llie house,'' 
said his Lordship, ^^ thereby leavii^ me under an 
impression of her guilt, or what I s^ard almost 
equally bad, in total carelessness whether I con- 
ndered her guilty or innocait, I might, p^haps, 
have been induced to re-consider her situation, 
but I cannot now. Her conduct confirms me in the 
juatiee of the opinion I have been unfortunately 
taught to form by her behaviour, ever since our 
iU-fated marriage. She is incapable of caring for 
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any one, and the only pain she will feel for what 
has happened, is the damage, that has perhaps 
been done to her own reputation." 

Owing to a long debate in the House of Com- 
mons, the preceding evening, the newspapers were 
late in being issued that morning, and the Earl, 
engaged with V^um, had neglected to look at 
them. At this crisis of the conversation, how- 
ever, his Lordship, in folding up a note, happen- 
ed to throw his eye on the paragraph ingeniously 
inserted by Nettle, to turn the attention of the 
scandal-mongers. It stated the extreme regret of 
the editors and proprietors, that, by one of those 
inadvertencies inseparable firom the haste with 
which a daily newspaper was necessarily compiled, 
a paragraph relative to the elopement of Mrs C. 
with the gallant Colonel D., had been so placed 
in connection with an account of the Countess of 
Sandyford^s assembly, as to induce some of their 
readers to think it applied to that amiable and 
noUe lady-— ^^ a mistake which th^ could not stif- 
fidently lament, even although assured that it had 
only occasioned a great deal of mcsrriment to the 
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Earl aQd Countess, who were every tiung. fHAVU 
able and exemplary in inarried life.^ 

His Lordship burst into a fit of laught^, ex-*' 
claimii^, '^ There are really no such fictions as 
those of your contemporary histories C^ and her 
handed the paper to Mordaunt. 

^^ What can be the meaning of this ?"* cried the 
honest country gentleman ; ^* £a it satire ?"" . 

" O dear, no,"" replied the Earl ; " the editota 
and {NToprietors suspect they have got into sqaoie 
scrape, and are taking this method to appeaae^ 
the offended enviaUe exemplars, meaning Lady 
Sandyford and myself; of whom, it would appear, 
they know about as much as they do of the polie 
tical intrigues and transactions which they iOs^ 
minate ai^d chronicle with so much seemmg sog»* 
city-'' 

^^ Monstfou^ P cried Mor^aunt; ^^ I had no 
such eoneqptkm <^ the licentiousness of the 
presp." 

<^ The only tiling I am surpiiaed at,r said the 
£arl, ^^ is, that ibi» amend^shouldhave hem mads 
so esjiediliously.'' 



«^Biit who is this Mrs Cand ColoHd D.?* 
exied Moidmnt* 

" Who P exclaimed the Earl ; " I deelart 
ymt cooing himbMns and capering doveiR of the 
aaiire fields are such iimoeeiits, that there is no 
speaking to yon about any tovnish matter, with* 
out entering into details obnoxious to all inven* 
tdye genius^ Who, in ^is case^ can Mrs C be, 
but the celebrated Miss Fibby Fiction^ the eldest^ 
daughter of my Lady Fancy, a personage of great 
repute and infiiience in the scandalous world ; as 
for the gaUant Colonel^ depend uponH, he is no 
other than that fine bold swaggering bladSe, who, 
it is well known^ has been long the dieclared ad* 
versary and riral of your country ne^hbour^i. Mr 
Sinqpie Trwth.'* 

^^ And yet by this, which you think an inven- 
tkm^ has your domestic happiness^ my Lord, been, 
sacsificedr 

^ Softly, Mordaunt,.'* said the Earl,, «* not so 
fiu3t«^my domestic happiness has not been so mal- 
tnated by the Flamen£h*-Aese priests of Mars 
and Bellona, as I conader the newspaper&-«-lhft 
heart and bowels were consumed on the altar of 
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the Eumenides long ago. But I cannot ^jme 
who has taken the trouble to mtetfere so expedi- 
^ously.*** 

Mordaunt then td.d his Lordship of the con- 
versation which he had held with Andrew, de^ 
scribing the singular appearance and cunning sim- 
plicity of our hero. 

The Earl was struck with the information, and 
exclaimed, ^^ It is impossible that Wylie could 
have contrived any thing half so ingenious as idns 
paragraph. But I will sound the bottom of it 
immediately^^ 

. In the same moment. His Lordship rung the 
bell. Wylie hi^pened to be then at the door, 
coming to thank him fi)r. his kindness ;- and the 
servant who answered the beU announced him*. 

Andrew, from. the moment. that Yellum had 
communicated to him the genercms. interference 
of the Earl, had undergone an intellectual tinaa^ 
mutatbir. An ixresistifale sentiment of gratitude 
arose in his heart, so strong and powerfiil, Aat it 
became, as it. ware, a principle, of duty; and 'ac- 
tuated by this hailoi^ and gradbus feelnaig, itiSai^ 
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mit Tefieelmg on the impropriety of obtrading on 
his Lordship, at a time when a more worldly head 
would have concluded that the Earl was not likely 
to bein a humour to receive him, he went to Sandy* 
firdrhouse. 

On entering the library, he was struck with 
the change in his Lordship'^s mien and air. In- 
stead of the quiet smile of intellectwd indolence 
which his Lordship usually wore, his countenance 
was lighted up, and there was a quickness in his 
eye, and a precision in his manner, that discon^ 
certed the self-possession of our hero. . 

" How is this, Wylic h— here ahready. T said 
Ae Earl, surprised: at his sudden appearance. 
.^^ I am come to Aank your Lordship,^ said 
Andrew, modestly. 

. The Earl was as much astonidied at the diffi- 
i0ace with which this answer was esqpsessed, as> 
Andrew himself was at the exactitude of his Lord- 
8hq>^s question. Mordaunt looked on, curiousljp 
examining them both. ^ 

^ Sasy Bodung about thanks, Wylie,'' cried his 
Lordship. *^ I hope what Mr Vellum intends to 
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dofoftjou win be t&pmd by your eiid«aMwd lo 
give him satk&etiaa/' 

Andrew replied, still Affidently^ '' The tnil'6 
heaartf, my Lord, but the han^g weak;. I hdpc^ 
howsomever, that your Lordship will. let me de 
fiomeddng to oblige yooTsel, as weel as My Vel- 

lUAl> 

DbmrouB to airoid the promptiAgs of oilr iMnraTt 
gratitode, theEarlintemiptedhititysayiiig^ ^Pray 
can yoa tell me bow. ^lia got into the newspaper ?? 
ghowiiKg him the pnragiaph. 

Andrew read it orer sludmudy^ and then said^ 
^^ My Loid^ this ia g|bnmietie;^ and he t^en 
explained to tite Eael^ that he saspeGted it waa a 
Amce to obviate the effecsti a£ tte ibrawe para- 
graph. 

Mordaeut wit fm^pritfed «t the sagadly^ of the 
aeenfing simpleteii. Hie LordsUfp iras no kae 00 > 
and pleased with the eoinctdenee with hh (^mJi 
o^niOBy loudly caqwreaaed hid approlMUaoniof iSm 
conjecture. 

Oto hero ihen related what had paaaed Mn^en 
lum and Nelde ;, addii^ aome tefleetioiia ofi hit 
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own, cakulated, as he mtended, to listen Hit 
importance which he sapposed the Earl attached 
to the paragraph. << They are a^ wheen wily ^eds 
in this town,^ said he, slify looking from under 
his bent brows. ^^ Though it^a a hang^t lee, my 
Lord, I hope titie tae half o't will be true, and 
diat you and my Leddy— — * 

The EarFs countenance changed, and Aacteew 
afarunk tremUin^y from the stem rebuke of his 
eye ; but Mordaunt, wiM> saw the welLmeant pi>&. 
sumption of the observation, interfiled and said, 
" You are quite right, Mr Wylie; andyouoould 
not better shew the sense ci obligation, which you 
seem to feel towards his Lordship, than by wish- 
ing, as you do, a reconcifiMion with the Countess*^ 

Lord Sandyford felt oiFended* with Mordaunt 
for the fieedom with wUdi he addressed himsdf 
so openly on so delicate a subject, and to so young 
a man, and one, too, cf^nir heron's condition. 

Andrew, however, was ^ooiiraged by tins in- 
terposition, and said, *^ Odsake, my Losd, ye 
mauna ftee up 4t ony thing I say; £o^' it would be 
an ill return for yduv LorAdnp^a goodnesis, and 
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ihe discretion I hare had at my Leddy^ ban, 
were no I to ettle iny best ^ 

" Peace T cried the Earl. Andrew looked 
round to Mordaiml, coweringly and jocularly^ as 
if in dread of a castigation. 

" You mi^t at least hear what Mr Wylfe has 
to say,^ cried Mordaunt. ** Kindness at all times 
merits civility.'* 

" Well, and what has Mr Wylie to say ?^ ex- 
claimed the Earl, a little contemptuously, look- 
ing at our hero, who wias, however, none daunted 
by his manner, but, on the contrary, urged by grati- 
tude and the encouragement of Mordaunt, replied, 

^^ I didna think your Lord^p was sic a spun- 

kie— ye'll no mend your broken nest, my Lord, 

by dabbing at it. So, out o' the regard I hae 

baith for you and my Leddy, I would spear what 

•for ye put her awa' P** 

The Earl, confounded by this category^ afanoat 
latighed, and cried, ^> Why, thou paragon of ani- 
mal*, she went away herself.^ 

" Poor body,"" replied Andrew, '' ye maun bae 
used her ve(ry in^ my Lord ?^ 
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This was said in such a maimer, that MordaunC 
and the Earl looked at ejach Other. He saw theit 
astonidimem, but took no notice of it, continuing, 
" She was a fine Leddy — maybe a wee that dres- 
sy and fond o^ outgait — ril no say she was en- 
tirely without a fault, for.we a' hae our faults, my 
Lord,-«-4ind am in a great ane to speak wi' this 
freedom to your Lordship ; but when I think what 
ye hae done for me — I was a friendless lad, and 
ye took me by the han^— and could I sit still and 
see scathe befall my benefactor, I wouldna be a 
stbk o' the right stock that's bred on the Ian' o' 
Scotland.'' 

There was something in this approaching to 
energy ; insomuch, that die Earl said, <* I am 
much ohUged to you ; I thank you fin* the interest 
you take in my happiness. It does honour to 
your feelings ; but you will oblige me by saying 
jDo more on the ^subject'' 
. .The manner in which his Lordship spoke was 
at once mild and firm. It admitted of no reply, 
and it o£^ided- no feeling* It neither made our 
hero sensible that he had tsansgressed the limits 
of deeorum, nor that he ought to regret what he 
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hiid done ; but h cAktOally ckmed hii Mps, «nd 
he rose to take his leave* The Earl md to him^ 
d6 he WM on the point of iretfaing, ** I intended 
to have had the pleiunire of seebg 70a with Msr 
Yellum before leaving town, but that I &d wU 
not now be convenient. Make ny ooliqpliiii^nta 
to him, and say, that he wiU lutve the gepdnedlB 
to send the pftpers I want to Chaslbigt(^Hitt> ia 
I have determined to set off eafly to4iKirt&w niDin- 

Andrew, widi humble x efap g ctflihieas, and mere 
motion than his Lordslnp deaned him simcepA' 
ble of, then withdrew. 

^ I am gkd to be rid of the fellow,'' said his 
Lordship, as the door diut; *^ we diould have been 
in heroics, witih handkerchiefs at our tra^cal eyes 
firesendy ; and as I do not lihink the Scbttish 
dialect ki at all suffldendy aonbroos for blmdc 
verse, don't you think, a^ a matter of taste, it was 
right to send him heneeF I am aorry^ hoW^er, 
to have been so peremptory wiib' hkL Thegodi 
play with our hearts as dmkkcod&k.«^Hete is a 
weaaan that I did not believe had fife to tbA 
•veil an ibsnk) haagcne off a flatniag 8enr{di> lred» 
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&eduaiiig. at ance the nobkat west of God--^ 
atortBiig my baser himianily aUnost inta teavg.'"^^ 
' During the tkae that his Lordship was thvi 
j^peaking, he continued walking up and down the 
^hraiTv Sometimea he addressed himself to Mor« 
4aunt ; b«t^ tag the most patrt^ what he said was 
ui sohkquy, and he was evidently deeply agita- 
^ ; «t Ust he madea 1^ slops <um1 said, ^^ I am 
realty persuaded that this young ^Edwm is no tuI<- 
gar boy.^ There is much rirtue m that awkwaard 
^mphcity ^ his ; fisr it begets neglig^ice towards 
his talents, and that negligence enables him to ae- 
qmre advantages whidh the creature, by a curious 
instinct, somehow uses in a way that is positively 
commanding, but which, in any other individual, 
would be downright and intolerable presumption 
and impudence." 

After this the conversation became light and 
general, all fiirther allusion to the separation be^ 
ing studiously avoided. The Earl occasionally, 
however, spoke of his intended journey next morn- 
ing to Chastington-Hall ; but, as if there was 
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fiometliing unhappy associated with the idea, he 
as often hastily emfaraced another topic. Before 
Mordaunt left him, he gave orders for the carriage 
to be ready at an early hour, to convey him from 
town. 

• ^^ I have long thought,^ said he, in bidding 
Mordaunt farewdl, " that excellwice was a very 
modest ingredient ; but I had no conception that 
wisdom lurked in so strange a form as in that crea- 
ture Wylie. Therefore, I would advise you to 
trust him in your cdnjugal affair ; and if he dp 
you service, which, from his acuteness, I am sure 
he may, you will not neglect to reward him. I 
wish that I had noticed his true character sooner.'^ 
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THE FAMILY MANSION. 



Chastington-hall, the principal seat of the 
Sandyfoid family, was one of those fine old man^ 
sions, which are only to be seen in England, and 
which combine, with the antique grandeur of the 
baronial castle, the eheerM conveniences of the 
modem viUa. It was erected in the latter part of 
Queen Elizabeth^s reign, when the airy pinnacles,, 
turrets, and tracery of the Gothic style, were first 
attempted to be assimilated to the symmetry of 
classic architecture. 

The court-yard was entered by a stately por- 
tal, surmounted by a clock in a templar edifice, 
crowned with a dcnne, in the form of an earl's co- 
ronet ; and the quadrangle of the court, in the 
centre of which a marble fountain threw up wa^ 
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ter, from the shells of mermaids and tritcAQs, ira$ 
surroimded by an arcade. Numerous doors opened 
firom this arcade to the lower range of apartments^ 
and a spacious marble staircase, richly adorned 
with allegorical paintings, in the taste of Charles 
the Second'^s time, ascended ftomthe court to 
splendid suites of galleries and chambers, all fur^ 
nished in that costly and massive s^le which ac« 
corded with the formal pageantry of the magnifi* 
cent courticrii of the StnartB. 

The flkiiati(m was ehoseB with acbninihfe taste 
andju^ment. The mansion occupied die sunamt 
o£ a gentle nmg ground^ in the middle of an ex-> 
teuBiTe park, naturally commmding a wide ex« 
pansire prospect ; and the approach was bjr a. su>^ 
pcrbaireBiiie of beech tiees, which seemed to droep 
their branches in aahxtation^ as their master, to* 
wardi the dose of the chqr, was dmea rapidly to« 
wards the portal. 

The Earl had hewr before yisiied diis pziiieely 
place^ and, of cotune, it had sofiesed by hia ab- 
sence ; although the senrants had ptaMrred erery 
tiang ias weU as it cotdd be pftaer^ed, widiout re* 
pairs and renovations. It had, iher^re, in some* 
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degree, a faded and meiancholy a^ppearanoe, and 
vlien the carriage passed through the grand en- 
tiranee, his Lordship thought, or rather feU, that 
the edioes in the arcade clamoored as if they had 
been suddenly awakened by the unusual sound of 
nrheels, and rebuked him for his long neglect. 

As he traveHed with post horses^ he was ao- 
ooBipanied only by Servinal, his valet ; indeed, 
he had determined to make no other addition 
to the usual establishment at Chastangton-hall, 
the strict economy to which he was reserved to 
reduce himself, requiring every practical retrench- 
ment. 

During the greater part of the journey he had 
been silent and thoughtful ; the only observalion 
which he made, in the whole time c^ the last 
sti^, escaped from him inyoluntarily, when he 
first beheld the numerous gilded domes and tur- 
rets of the mansion, glittering above the trees in 
the setting-4un. It was simple, brief, and em- 
phatic, — " Have I thought of sacrificing this ?^ 

The carriage drove in to the foot of the grand 
staircase, where the. servants ware assemUed^o 

VO(L. I. H 
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receiye him. The men were, for the mo«t patt^ 
grey-headed, and in their best lireries,; but^ id- 
though the colonrs were the same, the fashiim nf 
the clotl^es was not in so spruce a taste as those 
of their London compeers ; and some of tlram^ 
instead c^ smart white cotton stockings, wore their 
legs decently clothed in grey worsted. The house- 
hold appearance of the women was no less peciiUar; 
They were likewise dresHsedin their gayest atdre, 
but rather in the orderly Sabine simpikity of dw 
grange and £urm, than in that buxom neatness 
that characterizes the ftiU-formed &male dmaes- 
tics, belonging to those seats of the nobility, which 
the families are sdU so patidotic aS to visit regu- 
larly in summer, like the swallows and cudcooe. 

But we should be guilty of unpardonable in- 
civility towards Mrs Valence, the housekeeper, 
were we to allow a personage of her importance 
to be dismissed &om our account of the Earfs jre- 
ception, without some q^ecial and disorkninaEliiek 
marks <^our regard, particidarly as his Lozda^p 
himself shewed, by the most ccwrteotm deference, 
{he high esteem in whidi he held her character; 
and the equally great satisfaction with, whnsh he 
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ins persuaded^ gt'the first glance^ she had, on all- 
oocasioiis, upheld the dignity and consideration 
of the family. She was a tall and :ainple person- 
age, with a gentle oscillation of the head, which^ 
seemed rather to mdicate a lofty sense of her own 
supremacy, than the infirmity of a slight paralytic 
affection. She stood on the third step of the 
stiur, in die stately supmority of a- fiiU suit of 
daark4>rown rustling double-tabinet, of whieh the 
unstinted flounces, and manifold ruffle cufis, bote 
testimony tck the taste and prodigality of the man- 
tua-makers of other times; a vast well-starched 
kerchief souffle expanded her bosom into swan* 
like ampfitude ; and her hair was not only highly 
friialed and* powdered, but sustained a spacious 
structure of lace, muslins, cal^t, and ribbons, 
the yery wiry skeleton of wMch was sufficient 
to hare furnished iron for the shackles of more 
than twenty perjured lovers in these degenerate 
days* Her hands and arms were invested with 
ooolmc gloves, as pure as the napery which it 
was her pride and delight, once more, before she 
died, to give out that momii^ ^ old Corkly, the 
butler^ for the use^of her noble master ; and her 
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feet were in none of those sUp-slop ^liiigs that are 
only fit &r the bed-chamber, but deeoionsly in« 
stalled in high-heeled red Morocco shoes, adorn* 
ed with knots of white ribbon, so affluent, that 
they attracted the attention of his Lordship, as 
she conducted him through the {octure-gallery to 
the principal drawing-room, and he could not re- 
frain from complimenting her, even at the ex* 
pence of a pun, in having such handsome beaux 
at her feet. 

Mrs Valence stopped instantly at the words, 
and placing her -hands formally over each other, 
on her bosom, made him as solemn a curtsey as 
the Princess Royal, at the commencement of a mi- 
nuet, at a birth-day ball of her late most gradous 
Majesty Queen Charlotte. His Lordship, with 
no less corresponding gravity, returned a profound 
bow ; and when she had recovered her wonted 
elevation, he followed her in silence, wondaing 
into what venerable palace, amidst the pageant 
rites and olden homages of Fairy4ahd, he had 
been so curiously translated. 

When he entered the drawing-room, he was 
pleased with the domestic taste in which it was 
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evidently set for use, notwithstanding the heavy 
golden grandeur of the fiumiture, but felt a little 
disappointed at seeing the silver chandeliers and 
sconces filled with candles; however, he good- 
humouredly resolved to allow the old servants to 
indulge themselves for that night, nor, on reflec- 
tion, was he averse to obtain unsought, a speci- 
men of the hereditary style in which his ancestors 
had been accustomed to live. While he was cur- 
sorily looking at the pictures which adorned the 
wallfi^ but which, as the sun was set, he could see 
only imperfectly, his valet came into the room to 
inquire if he intended to dress for dinner. 

" I believe it is not worth while, Servinal. — 
But perhaps I ought ; they will expect it,^ said 
the Earl. 

^' I think they do, my Lord,^^ replied Servinal. 

" Then,'' cried the Earl, " I will not disap- 
pcont them. Have you brought a court-dress 
with you." 

The valet smiled, and said he had not. 

When his Lordship had dressed, and had re- 
turned back into the drawing-room, the bell over 
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the portal was rung, and the house-steward, a re- 
spectable old man, out of Every, announced thst 
dinner was ready. The Earl followed him, and 
immediately on entering the picture-gallery, an- 
other old man proclaimed, ^^ My Lord !^ tqion 
which the foldiag-^oors at the end of the gallery 
were thrown open, by two youi^er footmen. The 
Earl proceeded, and on reaching the landing- 
place, he turned round to Mrs Valence, who- was 
standing there, and said, with an air of great con- 
sideration, '^ Pray does Queen Elizabeth, with the 
noble Earl of Leicester, dine here to-day P^ 

" I believe not, my Lord,'* replied the stately 
house-keeper, with undisturbed consequentiality. 

This was more than the Earl expected, and 
it forced him to laugh as he descended the great 
staircase; but, on entering the dining-room, or 
rather, as it was called among the household, the 
banquetting-room, he started on seeing a table kid 
out for at least a dozen guests, and covered with 
ponderous ancient massy plate. 

^^ What is the meanmg of this .^ he cxdaim- 
ed in a tone of displeasure ; ^^ Who is to dine 
here?^ 
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Coridj, the butler, came up, and mih three 
'bows told hhD, that ^^it w^s an old custom of the 
family to dine always in stalie white at Chasting- 
toii, in order to be prepared to receive any gueste 
tbii might by accident ccane.^ 

The Earl would hare s^, I hope it is not ex- 
pected that I am to ke^ open house ; but he 
^hei^ked himself, and said gaily, ^^ F^hions are 
.somewhat changed smcethe golden age — ^that is, 
the age of the guineas, Corkly. However, to- 
.night perfcmn your duty as you were wont to do 
in my father's time ; or rather, if you please, in 
. mygrandfiither's.^ 

"I was nc^, my Lord, in the service of Earl 
James, your Lordship's grandfather,'' said Cork- 
ly, with an air that would have been called digni- 
jfied in an oldcottrtier speaking of George the Se- 
cond ; "but I have been f<»ty-three years in the 
service of your Lcndship's noble family." 

" Indeed T said the Earl,: playfidly ; " then I 
mitst take lessons ftom you as to the etiquettes I 
am hound to observe at Chastington ;" and, in 
saying diese words, he seated himself at the 
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table, when one of the senrffiBis in attmdasice 
touched the idling of a large iidnsical German 
dock, which immediately began to play one of 
HandePs overtureB. But the machinery being 
somewhat out of tune, the Earl called out to d^n 
in mercy to stop that horrid mudcal Ogre ; and 
turning round to the butler, said, ** Save me this 
discord of Magog's aceampamment to my kaiife 
and fork, and I will not inteif ere with your rites 
and h(»nages to-ni^t.*" 

^^ As your Lordship pleases,'^ replied Corkly, 
with the reverence of a worshipper. 

The eye and fancy of the Earl were thus, inte- 
rested and amused on the night of his first/ arrival 
at the great mansioii of his ancestors. There was 
a simplidty in the domestics,, which pleased him 
exceedingly, and their little awkwardnesses, with 
the formality and ceremonial which they made 
use of in thdr attendance, seined to him at once 
venerable and pid^uresque. Corkly told him, 
that although the cellar had not been rqpleniflii- 
ed for more than thirty years, it still contaiiHd 
several delicious vintage8,and the Earl encoun|^ 
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Ae g^mttom old iviiii to exptttiate on the glories 
^9ib0t yennsi; bat thottgh he seemed amuaedby 
^ twtilf an ocoasional shade came over his 
spirits, and he reflected, with a sigh, on the un*- 
honoured years he had squandered away in Lon- 
don. 

When he returned to the drawing-room, it was 
superbly illuminated; but his heart recoiled £rom 
the soUtary grandeur around, and as it was yet 
early in the evening, he ordered a fire to be 
lighted in a smaller apartment. He inquired if 
there were any books in the house, and heard, 
with surprise and delight, that it contained a li- 
brary of many thousand volumes, to which, how- 
ever, no addition had been made since the death 
of his father ; indeed, every inquiry served to re- 
nund hhn how much he had neglected this prince- 
ly mansion, and how he had declined firom the 
patriotic aristocracy of his fiithers. 

The following morning he walked into the 
ipark, and saw in every place the stateliest trees 
marked for the woodman, and many already 
feUed. 

m2 
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^^ I could not have imagined,^ he said, in wri- 
ting to Mordaimt, and mentioning the eSnst on 
his feelings, ^^ that the odd trick was such an edge 
tool." 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



NOBLE AUTHORSHIP. 



The fiist week, after the ttrriyal of Lord Ssiidy- 
fofd at Chaetiiigton-haQ, passed more agreeahly 
^dion in%ht bnre be«a e^qpected, ccmsideruig tlie 
^niddetuiess of the diaage wluch it occasioned in 
his rnann^ of Uving. Two or three days were 
-qp^t in examining the house, and the cuno* 
dtM whi^ raiiained as so many monumentB of 
tibe taste and whim of his ancestors ; and, above 
all, in an inspection ci the family pictures. His 
Lofdship had some pretenaons to a physiogno- 
aical'peTCeptkm of character, and he amused him- 
sdtf'witheoitlectures as to the mind and disjposi- 
4lon of- die direct Mne from which he was himself 
descended, tracing, or rather jGnicying that he 
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traced, the features which indicated the particular 
points of resembknce in their respective charao- 
ters. This recreation was occasionally brokai in 
upon by visits from some of the neighbouring gen- 
tlemen, with whom^although he received them with 
his wonted politeness, he shewed no inclination to 
cultivate an acqudintai](de ; o1i the contrary, he took 
several opportunities to inform them, that he had 
come to Chastinglott expressly tat retirement. He 
also visited his domain ; and having suspended the 
g^eral arders &r the cutting down of the tiifi^r, 
be formed bom Im «wn observation anothi^ fim 
ef tlunning the iKiodt^ inibmit nifiilerially aflSBfCi^ 
ing the beauty of the sylvan -fiimiti^e dP jthe tliarl^ 
vspecioUy in ib^ imstediate vicinity o£ the ma^ 
^sioo. His, eye had amd^ural per^ptapn oi.ihpj^ 
tuxesqpie ; and •die plw wlmh he ibufi l^dc^l^ 
iDBtead of impairing die magnificoicfe of ihetfi^ 
aittd walks, hisMl the.effed of rendcsdbg tlmn ta0t9 
pleasaiit and direnified in the views* The Hk^ 
Ji^chwere fdled flowed mdr^ light, a^ it w0f0ii» 
be thrown upon the»laidsGtpey taadffm^pwl»'fH9i^ 
opened, of theieoUctttrof wMdh no f^mmib OKifiqp' 
tion liiid been lb!tmfld» . 
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' ipmk»- his eustom in tlie menuag to lide mond 
tbe'pweb) and from the dMfercnt emkietioeSy to e£> 
ssuit^ "w^ku; ^tant objects nHj^t be neeii finm 
the parts covered with wood; wd thte to:oKdef 
the woodmen to fdl in isnich 'dkeetioiL as woidd 
hmg a TiUage-spire, an aneient tower, or a niodem 
mannon, into the terminatjon of the vista which 
th0y laid opein. But it was aronnd the Halrtfail 
dis species of picturesque economy was mostja* 
dkiou^ly managed. In the course of j&a», At 
timber had so increased in magnitude, that it im 
dMdd the buil)£ng w^ a depth and darlmesB of 
ufedlMgea6s boughs, altogether inoonsiste&t.with 
ifa»iflda4d lightness of the architectare— the eflfect 
Oi^^ch produced a degree of gloom and sei^m* 
ility hi the building, strangiely at variance widi 
Ao fftm^td style of the' place. The Earl^ by 
fhsdivinig down some ci the trees which had grbwii 
t0*i$tt6h a height as to intercept the viewls^ aU 
l^fletting in the light thfough the general masses 
of die surrounding woods, produced a change tmiy 
BMigical'; ^but he spared the celebrated ohhsniit 
whi&^ daarkaas l3ie isoothem windows. Thb lb*' 
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faieiitAtion in the ne^hbour&ood^ fiar tlie fiaedd 
tvees of Clliaslaiigl0», was fMmgdA ilMwt XfSsm9g$ 
andaU the witofs de<dftred their 4el%]iitiaada9* 
tUbotkm Mi ih6 inaproireBients*. 
. B«t dit&cug^, in tlus BiJUBnerv the BtaA #r 
aoaae lame created not iMdy anraaenieiit, but hum* 
mui fcr himadf,. there mm a a a m c yiaaa in ttte «b>* 
dartabixigy and a patienoe reqiii«ite^which didoot 
eKaody auit the ardour and aetiv^ of his. chanM^ 
tftV and he had recoime to.otbear mmm cixteMh 
tkau Having preseribed their work to the w4ocU 
men, he resolved to wait %ko isstie of the.fiifltefe 
ftct ; and in order that he might prev^H hia .rM« 
leasness Irrat.preyiog w himaelfy he eodiolvoiiiAd 
to &d pastime in changing the appearande of the 
stele apaitinentS) not by the expensive medtem^ 
repafaa or upholstery, bat by new amii^[«Menii 
of the paintingB and sculpl^e, the ebina^ isid Ais 
cahinels ; but stUl there was sometUng wMdang^ 
-TkoB also he fomid must become a JBubgntJiiattf 
tfMi ccm i ■ • matter of oocaaiottal recreation ;. At it 
affindtid none of that earned exerasetO the inM 
wllidi he longed'to obti&iu At last lM»iiiftim> 
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DkMtrafi te ihe Hmury ; mad albet a mieeelbaieoos 
«tid cinsery j^ance of. the colleolioii,.lie set hin^ 
fldtf j^ a regular coune rf historical xeidi^ > 
To read was, with Lord SwdjSbxd^ to. think. 
ETery page that hk eye ttaveUediiiniishied miie 
Dtw associatioB to his mind, till the most remade, 
able and striking incidents of genend history bo- 
eame oomaeeted with the passing topics. of his^own 
time ; for the IVench Revolution was then raging 
m all its finy, and drawing into its destructbre 
whiripod the venerable institutions of succesftve 
wisdom and experience. 

, The. excitement which this systematic acquisi^ 
tita of knowle^e produced, operated to an imm»- 
diateeffiBct. His Lordship became dissatisfied with 
the inadequate policy by. which it was attempted 
to- sujqpress the natural issue oi a long continued 
aoeumulatton of moral impulses; and actuatedby 
die new light which he had acquired on the «ab^ 
jeet' of national mutations, began to wriibeau his- 
torical view of the political cffects.of pc^pular 0^ 



When he. had. finished ihia pamphlet, he 
conscious that, however just his ^reflections, and 
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ittdupotidble liis hct», it wm not, in point of BUji^ 
4uid aoerangemeiit, such as would do Urn credit m 
the character of ani author. He was awaxe^' that 
thehafait he had acqinred of contemplating every 
thing throii^ ah ironical medhnn, in sonke dqgree 
^dbcted his reasoning even in his most seriom 
moments ; and that he used terms and phrases in 
a recondite sense, not altogether understood by 
the generality of ihe public ; so that, while Us 
taste, with respect to the composition of others, 
iras remarkably pure and just, he feared that Ids 
own work might be considered as conceited in its 
Action, and defid^at in that air of sincerity es* 
sential to- produce effect* He therefore longed fir 
the assistance of a literary fiiend to correct its in>- 
congroities ; but there was no sadi being widda 
the whale compass of all the adjacent parishea 
At one tune he thought of writing to his book- 
sdOer in London to procure, and send to him by 
die coach, some one of those retainers of the pn^ 
who ^cecute the editorial duties to new editions^ 
old works ; but he had early taken an anti-soead 
prgudice against^ authors and artists in genmd, 
and cottUl not endure ^e thought of hamg his 



KORLfi AUTHOESHIP. 281 

tt§pe8tralion disturbed by the t^price of beings, 
irhom he considered as sorely ddnless to eveiry 
diingtfaat but seemed to interfere with their vani- 
taeSi PubHsh, howerer, he must ; he felt himself 
urged to it l^ the very hand of Fate itself and he 
ooaM not resist the force of a necessity that Wafei 
as irresistible to him, as if he had been the hero 
of a Greek or German tragedy, yearning to com- 
But a dime. 

In this dilemma he thou^t of our hero, of whose 
pradence he had begun to entertain a fayotiraUe 
opinion, and wrote to him to find some clever 
literary man,^ who would undertake to prepaid a 
panipUet for the press ; saying, that he would 
pay liberally for the assistance, but that he wid)^ 
to remmn unknown. 

.^drew was at first not a little perplexed by 
die EarFs commission. He knew no authcHr, n<^ 
was he in habits of intercourse with any pine who 
did ; tin recollecting Nettle, the reporter, he re- 
solved to apply to him, with a previous determi- 
nftiioD,. however, not to employ him in the busi- 
ittss. Accordingly, the same afternoon in which 
te^receiYed his hoidMp'». Jtetl^> he went Ho the 
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tkewepa-pet-aAoe, mider the pretext of inqimii^ of 
Netde^^if he knew of uiy parson who woiild take 
^arge of a small parcel to Scotland for him. 

No visit was ever better timed ; it was exactly 
at the wonted hour when Nettle usually wentt to 
Us x^op-house for dinner; and. Andre w, while 
speaking to him respecting the httle packet he 
-had to send to his grandmother, said, ^^ But, Mr 
Nettle, if yeVe gaun to seek your dinner, if s just 
my time too, and maybe ye^U no object to let me 
go with you.'' 

Nettle was not a little pleased with the propo- 
rtion ; for, possessing a 84a*ong rdish of drollery, 
Andrew was a character thi^ could not fail, he 
thought, to furnish him with some amusement. 

" But,'' rejoined our hero^ when he fbuiid his 
company accepted, ^^ yell no tak me to an extra- 
vagant house — no that I mind, mair than my 
ndghbouTs, to birl my bawbee at a time, but in 
iUuMlay meals, I am oUigated to hae a regard 
for fh^ality.^ 

Nettle prc^ted by Ae hmt, and took Andiew 
'to one of th^ best o^fee-houses in the ndgUboar- 
hood. Our hero poceived his diift; but he also 
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thought to himself,' *^ this ig an occasion when I 
should birl my bawbee.*^ However, uponei^teii^ 
the room he feigned great alarm, and calchi]^ 
hold of his companion earnestly by the arm, said, 
* ■ Noo, Mr Nettle, I hope this house is no aboon 
haIf-a>erown. Od, Mr Nettle, I dinna like the 
looks o^t— I doobt the folk that come here drink 
wine.'" 

Nettle laughed, and seating himself at one of 
the tables, said, " Dotft be frightened, Andrew ; 
leaye the matter tome — I'll maiiage every thing 
in the most eoonomieal manner.^ 

^^ Mind itV on condition ye do sae that I mt 
doun,'' replied our hero, seemingly very awkward- 
ly aflFected by the appea:^ance of the compai^ 
around, as if a young man, who was in the prac- 
tice of frequenting the tables and parties of the 
most fashionable houses, was likely to be disdon- 
certed by the migratory visitants of a cofFee-hMS6k 
But he percrived that the reporter was uninformed 
as to this, and his object was to make this man of 
the town subservient to Jhis purposes. 

Dinner was ordered by Nettle, who, while it 
was setting down, said drily, " It is usual, you 
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know, to have « bottle of white wine durii^ din- 
ner ; but as we are on an economical regimen, I 
wiU only order a pint.^ 

^^ I never ordered a pnt o^ wme since I was 
homy^ cried Andrew to Nettle, who immediately 
said, ^^ O yeiy well, I have no objectum^-^Waiter, 
bring a bottle."' 

Our hero was here caught in his own snare, 
and exdaimed, with unaffiected sincerity, ^^ A 
wjhole bottle T 

Nettle was ezceecUngly diverted, and laughed 
at his own joke, especially when Andrew said, as 
the wine was placed (m the table, '' This is what 
I ca' a rank shame i" but he was much less dis- 
^eased than he pretended, and cunningly added, 
^^ Fm thinking that this trade of translating and 
writing paragraphs of yours, Mr Nettle, is no ain 
iU line, an a body could get weel intiTt, and had a 
name,"" 

'< I think,"" replied Nettle, delighted with his 
oompanim, ^^ that you ought to try your hand, 
Andrew. Fm sure any thing firom your pen must 
lonuse the public.^ 
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*^ Hodiy, hoofy,^ clied Andrew ; <^ a' in a gade 
time, Mr Nettle— ^Ihae n^ notions on the snbjec, 
but we maun creep bdEore we gang-— only there's 
a curioeity in the ocaft that I dinna weel under- 
stand ; and that is, how to correc the press, and 
to put in the points, wi'' the lave o- the wee pre- 
jinkities ; that, I hae a thought, is no an easy con- 
cern. 

^^ As to the wee prejinkhies, as you call them, 
and matters of that sort, the printers take a great 
part of the trouUe off the audior's hands. But 
the plague is with the substantial matter, Andrew ; 
defi^rts in that are not so easily remedied.^ 

^^ But surely they can be remedied ?^ exdaim- 
ed our sly sim]^ieton. 

Nettle was mightily pleased with this sally, and 
said, ^^ Andrew, when your book's ready to print, 
let me know, and 111 give you a lift in ikat way.'*' 

" It's VMry discreet o' you to offer sae ; but isH 
true that there are folk in London whamaik a lee^ 
ving by sic like wark ?" 

" True !" cried Netde. " How do you suppose 
the speedies of members of parliament are got up 
fiHT publication'-*>the Yoyages and travels of oouh- 
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try gentlemen-— noTek of kdies of faslu<m-*-o9r aby 
of the other et cetera by which illiterate opulence 
aedcs to obtain literary renown P^ 

" Weel, this London is a wonderM place,** re- 
{AM. Andrew ; <^ and ore there really folk that do 
thae kind o^ jobs for siller?^ 

^^ To be sure there are ; and they make a snug 
thing of it'' 

. ^< Noo, Mr Nettle, that's what I canna compre- 
hend. Hae they shops or offices P — ^Whar do they 
bide P-^And how are they kent P— They hae nae 
signs up P*— 'What's their denomination P" 

^* It's not easy to answer so many questions in 
a breath," replied Nettle ; ^^ but I could name you 
fifty. There, for example, is our own countryman. 
Mole, he makes a thousand a-year by the busi- 



' ^^ Weel, to be sure, how hidden things are 
brought to light ! I ne'er," exclahned Andrew, 
^^ could &thom by what hook or crook he was lee- 
ving, nor whar he leeves.— *Whar is't P'* 

Nettle uAd him ; and Andrew, inwardly over- 
joyed, proposed to drink his health, as a credit to 
Scotland, in a bumper, although ^ dodi was not 
removed. 
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^* Seop, Stop, man ; it's not yet time ; let u» 
ha^e the table cleared before we begin to toasts,* 
said Nettle, laughing at Andrew^s suppoised rustier 
dmplicity. 

Our hero then inquired "V^hat books Mole bad^ 
edited and prepared for the press ; and in what- 
degree of estimation they were held. Netde told 
him the names of several ; but Andrew affected 
to doubt the truth of what he said, and alleged 
that they were perhaps not at all of that dej^ee of 
merit which his companion asserted. This be- 
got something like a difierence of opinion between^ 
them, which ended in the reiteration of Nettle's 
assertion, and an affirmation that the publishersr 
would terify the correctness of what he maintain^ 
ed. Andrew, however, did not urge the matter 
ftirther. He had thus adroitly acquired the name 
and address of an able editor, and the names of 
the booksellers by whom he was employed." H« 
had, in'conisequence, nothing further to say to 
Nettle that evening ; and, accordingly, pushing 
the wine-decanter past him, he rose to go away^ 
saying, '* Fm no for ony mair.*** 

*« Kt down,'' cried Nettle, " and finish the wincv 
The port heice is excellent." ^ ; 
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^^ Ye wouldaa hae me surely, Mr Netl^ tofik 
till rm tavcr^t P Am mire's death, I fin' the nme 
rinnin in my head already-^Fll be fou, if I drink 
ony mair. No ; ye maun just let me gang my 
vayfi. Ye'll pay the reckoning ; and if it dima 
eaoeeed five shillings, I'll no grudge the cost o' 
your oonyersation, which has been v^a curious and 
agreeable*— vera curious indeed, Mr Nettle. But 
gude night T and in saying this, Andrew hurried 
from the house* 

His first course was to the shop of Mole's jsm- 
eipal publisher, where he inquired finr one of the 
books ; and upon sedng it, he looked into seraral 
passages, as if he had been examining them critic 
caUy, and 8aid,>^ I dinna think, now, that tMs is 
a very weel-written work." 

The bookseller was a little surpised at the re- 
mark ; but as booksellers are accustomed to see 
wise and learned characters in veary queer and odd 
shapes, he gave Andrew credit for some critieal 
acumen, while he controverted Ids opinion, main- 
taining the merits of the style and composition as 
both of the first class. Andrew, however^ stuck to 
Us point, and finally declined to purchase the 
work ; satisfied^ however, that the publisher had 
B 
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a high opixnoii of its literary merits. On leaving 
that shop, he went to another, and another, until 
he found the opinion of Nettle fiilly yerified. He 
then proceeded to the chambers of Mole, whom he 
found at home, and whom he thus addressed, al? 
though they had no previous acquaintance: — <^ Mr 
Mole, I hae a bit turn o' wark that wouldna be 
the war o^ your hoping hand.^ 

This abruptness startled the engineer of litera* 
ture ; but as he had seen the unlicked figure of 
Andrew at some of the fashionable houses, where 
he occasionally helped to make sensible speeches 
fi>r thei^entlemen^ he divined, in some degree, the 
object q£ his visit, and civilly requested him to be 
seated, saying, ^' Pray, may I ask the nature of 
the business ?^ 

^^ It^ft a kind o^ a book that I hae a thought 
anent ; but no beingjust as I could wish, in some 
respects, so particular in the grammaticals,.! think, 
that before putting it out to the world, it woujdna 
be the waur o^ being coU^d and kaimH by an expe^ 
rieaced han'' like yours.^ 

" Have you the manuscript with you ?*" inqui- 

VOL. I. N 
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red Mole, endearoaring to look as serious as pos- 
sible. 

" No, sir ; I wanlit ferst to ken if you would 
undertake the work.*" 

** That wiB, in some d^ree, depend on the na- 
ture of the subject, and the amount of the renrn- 
neration," replied Mole. ** Do you mean simply 
that I should revise ^he manuscript, or re-write 
the work eniirely ?^ 

" I mean that yc're no to hain your abilky in 
the bufioness ; but what I want to ken is the <^ost 
—supposing now the vera utmost, and that ye 
were to write it all over again— what would you 
expect?" 

** You will not grudge to pay me at the rate of 
ten guineas a pi^a sheet octavo ?^ 

** Fm no versed in your trade ; but let me see 
a book that you would mak your ell-wand, and 111 
maybe can then make a guess at the estimate.'*^ 
An octavo volume, printed on pica type, was pro- 
duced, and the extent of a sheet explained to him. 
" Dear me," he cried, " but this, sir, is a dreadftt'* 
price — ^ten guineas for doing the like o* ttiat^— Na, 
na, sir, I couldna think tf mair than five ptmhd ; 
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joid if ye ^e sfttisfaction I'll try to make it g^- 
neas."" 

In the end, however, a bargam was made, by 
vhich it was agreed that the manuscript was to be 
submitted to the architect ; and if entire re-edifi- 
cation was found-requisite, the r^nuoersdon was 
to be at the rate of seven pounds ten shillings. 
Mole pleaded earnestly for guineas, but Andrew 
dedaied he could by no posdbUity afford a far- 
thing more. The same evening be wrote to Lord 
Sandyford, that he had found a friend with some 
.experience in the book-making line ; and that if 
his Lordship would send up his manuscript, per- 
haps he could get him to undertiJ^e the job ; but 
that lie was a particular man, and very high in his 
price ; which was commonly at the rate of ten gui- 
^neas di# sheet of {nca demy octavo. Neverthe- 
less, he anunred his Lordship he would try and get 
it done on as moderate terms as possible. 

The Earl. knew as little of pica demy as An- 
drew hiiiisdf, nor did he eare. The manuscript 
was^aent by a i^ecial messenger to our hero, who 
lost no time in taking it to M^ie, by whom it was 
cuiBorily. glaaeed over in his pesence. 
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Mole vas struck with the composition, and the 
general elegance of taste and imagination that scin.- 
tiUated in many passages ; and he said to Andrew, 
«ith a sharp and an inqoisitiYe look, ^' Is this your 
work ?"" 

^^ l€s what I spoke to you anent. I'm think- 
ing it's no sae bad as ye expectit."' 

'' Bad !"" exclaimed Mole ; '' it is full of the 
finest conceptions of a masterly genius. This is 
inspiration — I am utterly astonished.'' 

^^ It's a great pleasure to me, sir," said Andrew, 
dryly, " that ye're so weel satisfied wi't. I trust 
it will make you abate something in the price." 

*^ We have made an agreement, and the terms 
must be fulfilled. I cannot say that the work will 
jrequire to be entirely re-written. The material is 
.precious, and wrought beautifully in many pas^ 
sages ; but it may, nevertheless, require to be re- 
cast." . 

" Then," said Andrew, " once ye like it so 
well, I'll pay the seven pound ten per sheet, pica 
4emy octavo, but no a single farthing mair, mind 
that; for if you baud me to the straights o' the bar- 
gain, 111 just be as severe upon you* So a' tliat 
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I hae to sae for the present is the old bye-word, 
' they that do thfeir turn in time, sit half idle— 
ye'D make what speed ye dow.** " 

The admiration of Mole was rather increased 
than diminished when, after the departure of our 
hero, he read the manuscript more leisurely. He 
deemed it utterly impossible that a being so un- 
couth could have written such a work ; but he had 
been told, when he first observed his odd figure 
in society, that he was a creature of infinite whim 
and ftncy ; and the manuscript was still more cal- 
culated than ibis account to set all theories of phy- 
dognomy at defiance. 

As for Andrew himself, he exulted in the bar- 
gain, and at his own address in suppressing, in the 
first instance, the rate at which he had agreed the 
tevifflon should be made. But the effect intended 
l^informing the Earl that the price was to be seven 
pounds ten shillings per sheet, instead of ten gui- 
neas, finled entirely in one respect ; for his Lord- 
ship was no further satisfied with the bargain, than 
as another proof of the simplicity and integrity of 
his agent ; at least it so appeared in the sequel ; for 
when the manuscript was recast and sent back to 
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Chastington-hall) he remitted a hundred pounds 
for Mole, which was nearly double the sum stipula^- 
ted. Andrew, in taking the money to him, said, 
*^ Ye'^ll find, sir, that Tm no waur than my word ; 
there^s a hundred pound note ; and as for the ba- 
lance, yeH just keep it to buy a snuff-box or ony 
idler playock that may please you better.^ 
/ This liberality was, to the amazed reviser, still 
more extraordinary after the higgling he had su& 
fered, than even the intellectual merits of the pam- 
phlet ; and in all companies afterwards, he spoke 
of Andrew as an incomprehensible prodigy of ge« 
nius. 
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In the meantime, the sitiiation of Lady Sandy* 
£>rd at Elderbower with the Dowager was tax 
from jdelding any consolation to her mortified spi- 
rit ; for although the conduct of the old lady was 
truly exemplary, there was yet a sadness in h^ 
kindness that penetrated the heart of the Count- 
ess with anguish. The mother-lady was constant- 
ly picturing to her own imagination the regular 
and gradual ruin of her only and darling sonr— hfe 
who had been the pride of her matemal heart, the 
joy of her widowhood, and the glory of her expeo- 
tati<»8. No complaint escaped her, but number- 
less litde accidental exjuressbus betrayed the secret 
perturbation of her spirit ; and more than once she 
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earnestly urged the young Countess to allow her 
to write to the Earl, and to invite him to Elder- 
bower. 

The first time that the Dowager clearly express- 
ed this wish, was one day after dinner. The wea- 
ther out of doors was raw and gloomy — an un- 
usual depression had all the morning weighed up- 
on the spirits of both the ladies ; and the Count- 
ess began to distrust the power with which she 
supposed herself capable of adopting a new frame 
and course of life, that would one day extort the 
admiration of her lord, and revive that afSsction 
which she had lost, not forfeited. The old lady 
eagerly urged her suit ; affirming that it was im- 
possible her son could have fallen so entirely from 
4fae original magnanimity of his nature, as to slight 
4UI endeavour to recover his esteem, which had all 
the energy of contrition, with the grandeur of vir- 
tue, ^f Believe me, Lady Sandyfbrd,^ exelaim«d 
the partial mother, '^ thai if he knew the depth 
of your sorrow at the misfortune that has emat 
•upon you both, there is nothing within the ro^h 
iof his power and ability, thi^ he would not exeit 
to console you."^ 
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The Coimtess burst into tears, and replied, 
** Aha ! my dear mother, in what is this to end ? 
I am conscious of my innocence. I know that I 
have never swerved from the purity of a wife ; but 
. I have failed to retain the affections of my hus- 
band ; because, in the lightness of youth, and the 
intoxication of vanity, I was more gratified widi 
the loquacious admiration of those whom I in re* 
ality despised, than with the quiet and placid te« 
nor of his a£fection. My eyes are opened to my 
error— they have been opened by the consequences 
•^vexation for my disregard may have irritated 
him into many of those follies that both your La- 
dyship and I deplore, and may have to mourn all 
the remainder of our lives. But what I now most 
immediately suffer, is the grief of knowing, that 
wWlp I am here you have the monitor of your a£. 
fiction constantly before you ; and, alas ! I can- 
not go away without giving some warranting to 
the evil report of the world.^ 

" But why will you not allow me to tell George 
the state of your feelings,. and leave it to himself 
tot determine whether he will come to Elderbower 
or not P'' 

)}2 
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The Dowager, in saying this, took the Count- 
ess gently by the hand, adding, *^ Indeed, my 
dear Augusta, you are wrong in this^^you are sa- 
crificing yourself— you are distressing me; and 
I fear you may have cause to rue the effect on 
George.'* 

Lady Sandyfbrd dried her eyes, and said, ^^Ah, 
I fear your Ladyship thinks of him as if he was 
Mill a boy ! You are little aware of the latent 
stretch of his character ; nor was I, till reflecting 
on many things since I came to this house. What- 
ever his faults or his errms may be, meanness is 
not one of them. Nothing would be so easy as to 
bring him here, out of compassion ; but I cannot 
be an object of compassion td the man I love. Th^ 
very virtue of his generosity takes the nature of H 
vice towards me, and I daa^ not Mppeil to it.^ 

She could add no more — the teim rushed into 
her eyes ; and she wept so bitterly that the old 
lady became alarmed, and said, ** This, Augusta, 
is what I did not look fer from you. Let us drop 
the subject. But I will write to Geo^ ; and 
without saying you are with me, I wiH inquire in- 
to the circumstances^ as they may have aflfected 
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Mm, by which your separation has been produced 
— an event of which I am totally unable at pre- 
.sent to form any proper cnpinion.^ 

In the course of the same afternoon, the Dow- 
ager wrote to the Earl, betiering he was still in 
London ; and while engaged with her letter, the 
Countess went to her own room, where Flopnce 
waa notably employed in distributing her Lady^'s 
waidzobe from the trunks. The box which be- 
longed to the mother of the orphan was standing 
on the floor; and Flounce, two or three times, be- 
-fore she excited any attrition towards it, ezprew- 
«d hear wonder diiout i^at it could contain. At 
last, however, she was sueeeasful ;-^he eyes of ^ 
Countess were Greeted towards d^e package ; and 
her mind becoming diaengaged from the passion 
of her own thoughts^ her curiosity was awakened. 

^* I thaik. Flounce,^ said her Ladyship^ *^ we 
.idftould cEamine that box, and take an invei^toary 
of whatitcontabsfor diepoor infimt. The con- 
teats csoonot be vsluaUe; but they may be such as 
to help Aeocphan at aoneftiture day to discover 
her idatians." 

*" I dare say they wiB,'* Mfiied Flounce ; ^ and 
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I have my own reasons for thinking she wiU.be 
found to hare come of very great people in foreign 
parts. Does not your Ladyship recollect what 
delightful ear-rings were in her mothcar^s ears P**^ 

After some discussion respecting the means of 
satisfying this, as to whether a hammer was refui- 
site^ or the poker might serve, it was agreed that 
the assistance of the latter potentate should be 
first summoned, and if unsuccessful, the hamner 
might then be invited to take a part in the buai- 
ness. The poker, howeva, proved^ in the sts^ 
nuous hands of Flounce, abundantly eflfective-f- 
ithe lid of the box was wrenched ppen^ and the 
oontents exposed to view. 

The first sight presented nolliii^ rmnarkable. 
It consisted of different articles of female finely, 
neither of a very high, nor, as Flounce truly ob- 
served, of a very.prime and fiahionable quaKty ; 
but, cm exploEing the mine, a small casket was 
found ; it was seiaed by her Ladyship, and opei^ 
edin haste, while Flounce stood the figuae of won- 
der by her side. The conlettta, however, weie 
not of any particular value ; but amimg tiiem was 
the miniatuze of a gentleman, which the Countesa 
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fecognked as that of Mr Ferrers. A letter waij 
}ai6o found from Ferrers, written in such imper* 
feet Italian as men of fashion are in the practice 
of addressing to the virgin train of the opera and 
ballet. It was not, however, either of a very amo^ 
rous or amiable kind, for it seemed to be the dis:* 
missat fiom his protection of the unfortimate mo* 
1*er. 

• The first movement which the^ perusal produ- 
^^ in the spirit of the Countess, was not of the 
most philanthropic kind ; as for Flounce, she loud* 
ly and vehemently protested against all the mate 
jKct, as she c^ed them, for a pack of infidel 
wretches. 

After various disquisitions on this discovery, it 
wafii agreed, that, under existing circumstances, it 
would-be as well for the present to say nothing in 
the' house about it; but that Flounce should r^ 
turn to the Rose and Crown, and explain to the 
landlady,^ in confidence, the relationship of the 
..dald, and urge her to take the necessary meant 
to acquaint the &ther of Monimia^s situatbn. 

This was a charming mission, and exactly suit* 
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6d to the genius of Flounce, who acc<»rdmgly went 
off next day by the Condon ooadi, which passed 
the gate of Elderbower ; and that the servants 
might not foe wondering and guessing as to the 
objects of her journey, she prudently deemed it 
expedient to inform them that she was g<Hng to 
town to bring some additions to her Lady^s war* 
drobe. 

The Undlady of the Rose and Crown received 
her with great cordiality ; but when, after many 
solemn: injunctions. Flounce disclosed the object of 
her visit, Mrs Vintage coolly said, she would nei- 
ther make nor meddle in the matt^, for it was ru- 
moured that Mr Ferrers had gambled away his 
whole estate, and that Castle Roi^sborough was 
expected to be sold imme^tely. Flounce was not 
quite content with the conduct of the landlady, 
and returned by the coach the same evening,, 
somewhat in a hufiy humour, greatly to tJie sur- 
prise of all the household at Elderbower ; who, be- 
faig in the practice of calculating the £stance, i6»- 
covered that she could not possibly have been at 
London. 
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Fknmce, howeyer^ vas not to be confounded, 
as she tdd her Lady, by any guspectifyuig pet^ 
sons ; and on the first expremon of John Lun- 
cheon^s surpise when he saw her al^ht, she in- 
formed Mm, that having forgotten something very 
particular, she was obliged to return ; but there 
was a mystery and a flurry in her appearance that 
John did not much like, as he did not indeed 
much like herself, and he made his remarks on her 
aocordkigly to his follow-servants in the hall ; the 
effect of which had no teadaacy to exalt their opi- 
nion either of mistress or of maid. 

The whole affiur, however, m^t have soon 
passed off, and a jdausible excuse heea devised foir 
not sending Flounce again to town ; but the won- 
der was considerably augmented by another equal- 
ly unaccountable excurnon whidi she made th«& 
same evening. 

In a laudatory aeeount to her Lady of the m^ 
.ftnt-'-for slwhad siunmoned the nurse and Moni- 
mia to the Rose and Crown — she deplored the. 
meanness of its attire, dedaring diat it was dressed 
in old troHcping things which.had bdonged ia 
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Mrs Peony'*s brst ; adding, that she had seen in 
a shap-window in Elderton the most beautiful 
baby-linen, advising her Lady to purchase a sup- 
ply for the poor dear little creature, just m cha- 
rity, although it was not a legitimate. Thfe 
Countess consented to this, and gave the requi- 
site money. 

Flounce was not one of those foolish virgins 
who slumber and sleep in their tasks ; on the con- 
trary, she could never rest till her work was done, 
especially if it was a business seasoned with any 
species of adventure, or of mystery. Within less 
than two hours after her retuite, she contrived to 
slip out alone, and to purchase the articles she 
wanted. The^e she directed herself for Mr&Peony ; 
to whom she also wrote on the subject in the shop 
where she had bought them, and carried the par* 
eel in her own hands to the London coach-office 
at the NagVhead, and saw them booked with her 
.own eyes, all in the most commendable spirit of 
faithful agency. 

The purchase of fine baby-dotbes in a smaU 
market-town, especially by a lady^^s maid, .is an 
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e^ent of some consequence; and the expeditioiE 
of Flounce caused a good deal of conTersation ;. 
insomuch, that the landlady at the NagVhead, 
where John Luncheon and the coachman were in. 
tbe practice of nightly taking their pipe and pota^ 
tion, heard of it next day; and mentioning the 
subject to her husband, he recollected the cir^ 
dumstance of Flounce bringing a parcel for the 
coach, and being very particular in seeing il^ 
booked. By this means the a£Pair reached die 
eaa^ of John Luncheon, who, having no remark*^: 
aUe esteem for Flounce, whom he described as* 
a pert London hussey, surmised something not 
much to the credit of her virgin purity, and com* 
municated his suspicions to Betty Blabbingwell^. 
o&e of the maids, who rehearsed it, with some cir- 
cumstantial and descriptive details additional, to 
Mrs Polisher, the house-keeper. Mrs PoEshery. 
however, was not convinced of the truth of the^ 
report ; but went herself to the shop where the 
purchase was made, where she not only ascer«^ 
tained the whole circumstances of the fact, but 
abo that the articles purchased were of the very 
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Smut description, altogether unlikely, indeed, for 
my chambermaid^'s accidental progeny. But Mrs* 
FoEdier -was a prudent woman, and she said no- 
thing. She,however,madeheroim reflections, and 
drew aninference that rivetted her antipathy against : 
the Countess, an antipathy which had its origin in 
the great affection which she bore her young mas- 
ter firom the first hour that she dandled him in her 
arms when a baby. But she did hot disclose her 
suspicions to the Dowager, being determined to 
find out the whole affair before unnecessarily oc* 
casioning a rupture, which she anticipated would 
soon be complete and final. 

In this maimer the seeds of distrust were car- 
ried into that asylum, where Lady Sandyford had 
hoped to prepare herself for appearing with re- 
newed advantage in the eyes of her Lord. Per- 
haps she erred in concealing the discovery which 
she had made of Ferrers^ child, and the protection 
whidi she had bestowed on the orphan ; nor is it 
easy to explain the feeling which influenced her ; 
but a vague notion had occasionally floated across 
hear mind, that the paragraph which involved her 
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in 80 much trouble referred to his marked atten- 
tions ; and it operated with the effect of a motive ^ 
in restraining her from ever alluding to him in her 
conversations with the Dowager. 
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A MYSTEEY. 

Although the Earl had got his manuscript 
prepared for the press, as we have described, the 
publication was delayed by the occurrence of a 
disagreeable incident. One morning, on reading 
the dounty-newspaper, he happened to observe the 
advertisement of a sale by auction of the furniture 
of Castle Rooksborough ^ and among other things 
enumerated, was a quantity of china, said to have 
been the same which was used by James I. at his 
acoesdon to the English crown. In the changes 
of his ftimiture, his Lordship wanted some addi- 
ti<»ial old china to complete an etkct in one of the 
state-apartments; and having nothing very parti- 
cular at the time to engage his attention, he de- 
termined to attend the sale of Ferrers^ effects. 
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Castle Rooksborough was, as we have already 
mentioned, situated near the Rose and Crown, 
about thirty miles from Chastington-hall. It was 
therefore, on account of the distance, in some de- 
gree necessary that his Lordship should remain 
there all night ; and being desirous that his mo- 
ther should not hear of his being so near her 
neighbourhood — for Elderbower was but one stage 
off — ^he resolved to go alone to the sale, that he 
might not be known by his servants. 

It was late in the evening when he reached the. 
Rose and Crown, and nothing particular occurred 
that night. Next morning, before the sale, lie 
walked in the park of Castle Rooksborough ; and 
although the air was clear and bracing, and the 
Spring sat in every bower, crowned with her gayest- 
garlands, there was something in the. scene and 
circumstances which did not altogether tend ta 
exhilarate his spirits. The estate was dilapidated* 
by a spendthrift possessor, ^and ordered to be sold, 
with all the movei^bles, by his creditors. It had 
been for ages in the possession of the prodigaTs an- 
cestors ; and a general murmur prevailed through- 
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out the county «g«in«t the unhappy man's indis- 

creti»o». The reflecti«n« which these thin^ V^ 
a^ 3«k into the heart of Lord S«xdyforf, and 

pUced bis own conduct in a mortifying hght be- 

fore him. i_ i» ii ;^ 

As he was traying orer the ground., he «^ » 

with a young country-girl cairying a chdd. The 

brilli«.t dark Italian eyes of the iilfont attract^ 
hi. attention; and the style in which it was dressed, 

so much above the appearance of the nurse, indu- 
ced hhn to stop and speak to her. Thebeantyof 
the infant won upon his aflfections, and his cu- 
riosity was excited to learn how a child, appa- 
rently better bom, came to be entrusted to so 
young, and seemingly so iuKproper, a nurse. The 
giri, however, cooldgiv« him no satisfiM^on. All 
ibal she knew re^>ecting it was, that she had been 
hired by the landlacfy o€ the Rose and Crown to 
tdce care of it while it remwned with Mrs Peony, 
who was employed by * grand hidy to suckle it. 

There aj^Hsared to Ae Eail some mystery in 
tins ; and when he had purdliased d»e lot of chma, 
wWeh he ordered to he sent to Chastington-hall,- 
he returned to the inn to hold some conversation 
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with the landlady on the subject of Monimia, for 
the child was that orphan. 

Mrs Vintage of the Rose and Crown did not 
prove quite so communicative as he expected. 
She only civilly answered his questions, and said 
no more than what a direct response required. 

'^ Do you know the parents of the child ?^ said 
his Lordship. '' They must be persons of some 
condition, I should think, by the dress of the in- 
fant,'' 

^^ As to that, I cannot say ; I have never seen 
either of them. The mother is dead ; and as for 
the father, I can give you no account of him.*^ 

'^ Then who in this neighbourhood pays the 
niHse?'' 

" I do^'' rephed Mrs Vintage. 

<^ And how are you repaid 7^ said the inquisi- 
tive peer. 

^ I do not think I am bound to answer that 
question to a stranger,"' replied the prudent land- 
lady of the Rose and Crown. > 

His Lordship finding that she was resolved not 
to satisfy his curiosity in a direct manner, and 
her guarded answers having only served to whet his 
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inquisitiyeness, he took another, and a more ing^eni- 
ous course with her. He affect^ to let the topic 
drop, and began to question her about the neigh;' 
bourhood, and the travellers of rank who had re- 
i^ntly stopped at the house — a subject on which 
she delighted to expatiate. Among others, Ae 
mentioned the transit of the unfortunate Lady 
Sandy ford in her father^s carriage.; in speakii^ 
4}f whom there was a degree of embarrassment in 
her manner that strongly excited his attention. 

The sharpness of the Earl's interrogatories in- 
creased her C(»ifusion ; and she contrived, in order 
to ayoid the keenness of his questioning, to leave 
the room, just at the momcsat when she had led 
him to suspect that there was some mystery con- 
nected with the Countess and the child. 

The agitation into which he was thrown by this 
conversation, is not to be described. He almost 
instantly ordered a post-chaise, and returned to 
.Chastington-hall, burning with thoughts of sus^ 
picion. At the first stage where he changed, he 
met Servinal, his valet, returning from London, 
where he had been s^t on some business ; he had 
pome back with the coach on which Flounce had 

13 
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JtaVfelled from Elderbower on her missioii'to Cas- 
tle Rooksborougfa, and he heard of that damsel'^s 
seercft expedition — she herself having told the 
ooaehjnan that die was Lady Sandyford'^s maid. 

On fieeilig hid master alight, and Tiot beix^ aware 
of^the state of his feelings, Servinal informed his 
Lordship of that circumstance, wondering what 
bilsi&es6 could have tadLen Flounce to the .Rose 
«li4- Crown. 'This was confirmalJon to all his 
Loidship's Jealousy; ^uidwhien he resumed his 
ihaif at ttight in the library of Chastingtcn, his 
yery soul was boiling with indignation against the 
insolence, as he now deemed it, of the message 
which Sir Charles Ruimington had brought from 
the Marquis. But suddenly, in the fruy of his 
passion, the remembrance.of the part he hi|d him- 
self performed as a husband, eatne like a Uast 
from ijie >frosen ocean, . aifd chilled his blood. • 

The temper of his fcs^lings. changi^ The 
Cmmtess, in .'the youth and blo6m of her bridal 
efaamsf'rose ih ^js frse^hn^ss of his eaa;ly.£Qndr 
ness, aiMl*in)o?redrMmit0 mefoir atid remorse. All 
«tliec feriiigb i1reie'iib90l!ftQd in contrition^ and he 

VOL. I. '■ -or . ' , 
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Wept Tfith tbe profuse tears of lamenting child- 
liood. 

In an instant, however, the paroxysm took an- 
other turn, and he reflected on the sincerity uritk 
ivhich he Imd loTed, and liow coldly his BUtAtmr 
had been met ; how negligently hiis taigas and his 
predilections were regarded ; and giving way again 
to the impulse of ihese'refiections, he «ocQsed lAie ' 
Countess as iStte most insensMe oJT wtrniefity'^-^e 
tnost artful, perfidious and'base,-^«nd, starting 
fh>m his seat, rushed across flie room^ it^h despe** 
ration In his looks, and his hands fiercely clench- 
ed and itpraised. In that moment the doof i^n«- 
cd, and his mother entered. \ - , . f 

His sinrpiise wms in^xpresdMe at her appear- 
tmce, and stiU moipe, lAen, in )^NB6mg iiiin --t9 
her bdsOBi, and waqiiag on his neck, sha saUU 
*^ Alas ! my unhappy h^yy I did not eapeet to 
find yon in thig OQiidilion.^ /- 

The Tenerahfe matrouy imMe t^if^fomiket 
-maternal feelings, when, by accident, she haard 
l3iat he had relived hem L.€ttdon to (^astinglon- 
liafi,detMmHiedtoi4ditttm« Ncir^#i@l«ans 
appose this natural solidttade. 
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- When the first reciprocity of affection if aff ovcr> 
the Dowager took a seat beside her son, and cahn*^ 
ly remonstrated against the seclusion in which he 
had too suddenly shut himself up ; expressing her 
hope that the breach between him and his wife 
was not irrepaxable. 

^^ What r he exclaimed, . *^ can you Aink me 
able to submit to the degradation of respecting a 
fli^ant adulteress? I have such proof I haire 
«een with my own eyes the living evid^npe ot her 
guilt — O, let us speak of her no more, let her pe- 
rish in the upprockimed infiuny to which she has 
sunkr . 

The Dowager was thundarstmck, and remained 
looking at him, and unable to speaks But when his 
a^tation had in some degree subsided, the feco^ 
Tered her set&^possession, and inquired to what 
circumstanees and prools of guilt he had alhided 
This led to an account of hiia excursioii, and to 
^e suppcMd discoveiy he had made of Mo- 
vimia? 

The^ild lady could not credit ike stosy, and 
tixgrn^ h6r sttdpiekm of sene miatake on his 
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part, which had the dfect of leviviiig .all hisin- 
dignant fedings. 

^* Mother !^ he excbdmed, ^^ you <do ^ot knoir 
the woman — ^her whole soul is engaged with no- 
thing but herself— She could never see attention 
shewn to any other, without conaiderii^ it as 
something unjustly' taken from herself^— She ne* 
Ter felt that her interests and affisctibns were wed- 
ded to mine, but regarded th^n as ^tinct and 
pre-eminent— She worshipped no other god but 
herself-^he made me feel, from the fatal day of 
our marriage, that there was nothing mutual be- 
tween us, that I was only^bsidiary to her-r-The 
sense of timt discoveiy drove -n^ to despaiv'^-a 
deqwir that wore the mask of .pleasure to {the 
woild^ while worse than ten thousand scorpions 
was stinging me at the heart. In all that wild 
and wicked 'interral, she cabnfy'set herself out for 
adulation ; netwr once did she look as if she felt 
any apprehension for ;the issue of; a career tJiat 
she could not but see must terminate in n^n-*- 
Eren in those hours of remofse and ennui^ when 
one gentle wish fiwi her mii^tliawe rooilledme 
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to myself, did ever any such pass the cold mar- 
ble of her lips T 

** This will not do, George,'' interposed tJie 
Dowager, with an accent of entreaty and mode- 
ration. *^ TMs vehemence of feeling is not what 
tke object deserves, if she is so unworthy as you 
have represented her. But calm yourself; it is 
possible there may be some misunderstanding or 
misconjecture in all that you have told me.!" 

" There is neither conjecture noar misunder- 
standing in what I have felt,'' replied the Earl ; 
*^ but let us drop the subject. — I am glad to see 
you at Chastington, and I will shew you, to-mor« 
row, the improvements I am making." 

In this abrupt way his Lordship changed the' 
conversation, and, in the course of a few minutes^ 
was almost as cheerful with his mother as if* he 
had never given her any reason to deplore his foBy^ 
nor had any to do so himself. But determined 
in his own mind to sift the matter thoroughly^ 
since it was possible there might be some mistake, 
he wrote the same evening to; Mr Vellum^ request- 
ing WyEe to he sent to assist him in the arrange^ 
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irtent of some domestic concerns. He said hotliing: 
of the business for which he wished this aiiBsist-^ 
$xice ; bat allowed the Solicitor to imagine thut it 
might be with refiesrence to the papers and sug* 
gesdtos, wbich the Earl, a few posts before, had 
veceiyed febtive to the state of his inconie and 
debts. 

The situation of the Dowager was most em* 
barrassing. When she parted from the Countess, 
she had promised to return on the third day, or 
to write. But with the disagreeable news she had 
received, ndther could properly be done. At the 
same time, however, such had been the favouraUe 
light in which her dau^ler-in-law appeared, fsom 
the moment of lier arrival at Elderbower, that she 
would not aUow herself to entertain any thought 
derogatory from hiet hcmour. She expected that 
iine Earl would have set out the i^xt day to Cat- 
tle Rooksborough again, to examinie the mystery 
there more leisurely ; but he evinced no disposi- 
tion to do so. He merely sidd, after breakfast, 
that he had written to London for a young gen- 
tleman, whom he thought might be usefbl m 
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helfNOig him to Investigate the mystery of the child 
of th^Rose imd Crown; ^< For,^ said he^ gaily^ 
^^ until we discoyer. its parentage, we c^ assign 
it no better sire and dam-^ 

But if the amydi of Ms mother disturbed th^ 
monotony of the EarFs retiremoit, it was an event 
of delightful importance to the domestics at Chas- 
tington-hall. Mrs Valence exabed in the oppor*^ 
tunity which it afforded to her of displaying, hep- 
fore so thorough a judge as her I^yship, with 
what care» and iJi what, perfect beauty she had 
pveserved every article which had been committed 
to her charge ; nor was there a servant in the 
bouse who had not «oB)e voucher to produce o€ 
fidelity and vigthmce. All deceived their due mee4 
of d^jnified conunendation, and all of them re* 
joiced in t)ie greatness of that reward. 

Her arrival was also productive of other cheer*^ 
fill consequences to the household. The shyness 
with whidi the Earl received the visits of the 
aeig^bouiing gentlemen^ had, in a great measure^ 
suspended the intercourse that might otherwise 
hsve arisen.; but the elderly matrons in their &- 
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milieff) who had been iicquainted mA the Dovl^ 
ger in the time of her Lord, on hearing that she 
had arrived at Chastington, came floeking in 
crowds to see her ; so that, for a day or two, these 
was something like a stir about the house. 

The presence of a Lady Sandjrford at the Hall, 
was, indeed, like the spring; it drew out from 
their winter seats, as gay as tulips from thm 
bulbs, all the ladies in the vicinity ; aiid many a 
sable son of the church was seen slowly BioTiisg 
towards the portal, as sleek and as plump as. the 
snails, that the genial infiuence of tibe season had 
induced to come abroad. Among other yintbra, 
the Dowager was pleased to discover, in a little 
smart' old man, in black satin inexpressibles, with 
sl^-blue silk stockings,goldenbuckles,a white waist* 
coat, and a green coat, with his smiri^ing fiftce dap^ 
perly set in a trim white ti&-w^, Dr Trefbdl, wliom 
Khe had herself been chiefly instrumeotal in bxiag- 
ing into notice wh^n a y<Mmg num ; not, howevier^ 
so much on account of his professional abilities^ as 
for a ceortam dainty and pleasinjg method bftxm^ 
ing those little irksomenesses of the sex, dvit ax^ 
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often as afflicting to themselyes and thm finendf 
as mere serious diseases.' The Doctor^ in his 
youth, had been a bisau.; ind^, his appearance 
bore incontestible proofs of that historical fycti 
but, notwithstanding all the pretty little compli- 
ments which he was daUy in the practice 6f pay- 
ing the ladies, he stiU remamed a bachelor-^and 
was now determined to die, as he said, a martyr 
to his humanity. For it seems the Doctor had, 
like many other sage and learned personages, be- 
come a convert to the Malthusian heresy, then 
recently promulgated, and was alarmed at the ha- 
zard we run of being elbowed out of the world, in 
^iteof the faculty, war, pestilence, famine, and sud- 
den death. 

Scarcely had her old acquiuntance offered his 
congratulations at seeing her Ladyship look so' 
well, when, recollecting his delicacy and addresF, 
it immediately occurred to her that he might be 
-a fit person to employ as an agent, in sifting the 
mysteiy connected with the birth of the child.—* 
But it is necessary that we should revett to the 
ttat0 and situation of the young Countess, who, 
o2 
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in die meantime, was kft as dnll as any lady of 
ihshion could well be, that had actually happen- 
ed to suffer the enamel of h^ reputation to be 
damaged. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

A DISCOVKEY. 

When the Countess hustd that the Earl bad^ 
tmAieaky after her departure from London^ also 
^tted the town and retired td.Chastmgton-haU^ 
her inind was sdbsed mik an tinaeconntable anxiety 
and apprdiension. She aaerHbed the cause at first, 
natHurally enough, to hb wish to avmd their mu* 
tual fieieiick until the separation had blown over; 
but when her fikther wrote that tbdbr house had 
been taken possession of by Mr Vellum, and that 
the estaUidmnent was broken up, she felt that a 
ehange indeed had taken jribiee, a^ much beyond 
her ecHdtzol as it was aboYe her comptehensiom 
That Lord Sandyford should dis«itan|^e himself 
al (Hiee, and as it were byibree, from all his town 
eomiexi0na,,seencd to her apiodigy of whidi she 
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couldfonnnojuBt eBtimftte. Shesometimestliougbj^ 
it was but the temporaryresolution of a fit of flpleen;; 
but she remembered, with a feeling to whidi she 
could assign no name, that he had often manifest- 
ed a decision and firmness that belied that care* 
lessness which she had considered as the strongest 
peculiarity of his character. The event interest- 
ed her curiosity as well as affected her sensibility ;. 
and she was glad when die Dowager proposed to> 
yiait him at ChastingtOBi 

Nothii:^, howener, could exceed her i^agiw^ 
when, instead of the return of 'ifae old laSf on tke 
third day, acooidiag to her promise^ Ae rebelled 
a note, simply statii^ that it was the Dowager's io^ 
tentioh to remain some timeatithe Hsfi, andirv^ 
out containing a cdngle word on aiiy odier sobjeeC 
Tttts was erea still more my 8(eBri0tts'4iiifta tl^ eoA^ 
den alterntion in the cqadac^ of the Eiarl, whife it 
seemed to qiringfiam the same caiise. It gjaend 
knd it yezed her, and aflected her best tlun^fat» 
and cahneatmomcHts with inquietode anddeqpond- 
eney. SheMtmiietimesAsif shehadlwAiUbaii- 
doBdd to solitude and isufifenng ; and thoi^ eo»* 
icbus that diehad committed no crime to entail 
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sot bitler a punkBrnent, she confessed to herself 
thttt dte had been perbaps too late in considering' 
A$i Ae presbrvb^n'of a husbond'^s lore is often 
die indst^ difficult, as it is ahrays the most deUcate 
dutyofawifeJ . 

What the Dowa^ had been abs^t four dayis, 
a servant came £n>m the Hall to take some addition 
to her vardrobe ; and from him his nnfortonate 
mistress iieiffd that it was doubtful when she would 
return. She also learned that the Earl had been 
infignned by his modier that she was at Elder-* 
bwrer. AU this was incoii^dienaible^ and turned 
her pUlow into tfaanur. Flounce^ who saw her 
anxiety, and 'guessied sometiyng of her thoughts, 
e]H9rted'.fa»riitiB0St. powers of talk and tatde to 
amiue her without; eiPeet v at last she proposedthey 
timM.mib»'$SD. ecuxiriiicni^to see the orphan. -^.It 
SB aiidh a beaiity^^ said Ffeunoe--^^^ has ihe most 
chlniing eyoi^t W!|U ^ your poor h^irt good 
to iSBT the pretty dear. Bbsides^ it is but twelve 
mikt^ol&^A^ine «aai go thnre in the morning, aii4 
wiiig]i(.|inek<to domer witihi dll the eaae in Ati 
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The Coiaitefls was not in a c&poritieii ta jeon^ 
ttofett the exhartation of FIowiQe; tmd aecoidiDii^' 
Ijr 1^ poBi-eliaifle was ordered, aad tbe Lady,, jal^* 
tfisded oiily by her waitiiig^g«iitleroiniiii,.8et fff 
to lidt the chfld of the Rose and Csoviu . 
. The sde at tbo Castle had k»l«laei'e«ll days, 
hut it iras aH oret befixre th^ atitved, :a»d th^ 
Bymgioii shut up. 

A&et anHKkig herself for a fev nuMtotirithr 
die infint Maniniia, whoar beauty, ocarlably.^: 
not appear to have been eouiggerated hf JiamsM^ 
the Couttless strayed iiato the Caatld^airk akMb» 
ksnag. Fbunoe to gossip mtk Mrs Peony. Thif 
di^ was lemarhaUy fine ibr the seaaon, and the 
spis^vit8infii&Terdine;bat4hei3ewa8 tk90kn^ 
mtyin the woods^ $0. miokedfin? theaiseefihft 
ftUer^-and a siknce m theTepc»riikmaiii«eB,.ev»iy; 
window hebg .dbsed*HliAt touched ibe heaat.of 
liie adlitary with iaeMpreasittrgadnese^ Sbe.waHl*! 
ed roimd the walja, sond looked Stt soBsetiaoieat^ 
waaber of swallows^ whidhy as jf nfemed thaidfe 
house w«dd he long iitttepaated^j hadAat mewfrr 
nuig begun to biald their nests m seresnd e£ Aw 
window eomem. 
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As slie was indulging the train of reflections 
irineh tibis littie incident awakened, i^ke saw a gen* 
tlemanpass hmriedly across the btwny and enter a 
small gate in the garden-wall, which she had noi 
befinre noticed. His figure was familiar to her ; 
but the raptcBty of his pace, and the intervention 
of the boughs of the shrubbery, prevented hev 
from sedng him distinctly. 

There was something in his air and haste whick 
stKrUed hear ; and a santiment tnore deserving the 
name of interest than curiosity, led her to fiUow 
him to the gate which he had left open. Qnlook- 
ing iiai, she was surprised at the beauty of the gaiw 
den, but her eye speedily searched aro^md tn the 
stranger ^— he was, however, nowhere to be seen* 

As she was standing with the door m her hand^ 
she observed a puff of smoke rise from bdbind ib^ 
earner of a conservatory ( and innnediately fifter^ 
Ae stHttAger zudr 6^ die same place, with a pis« 
tAin his hand His appeiranee left h^ in no 
dmdnthai he meditated a deqperate deei againsi 
hiMMilf ;. imd piwoipled by theirreBistible impidBe 
of llieiniavicnt, die darted forward and mafidMd 
the weapon frbin his hand. In the same instant 



828 CHAPTER XXXIII. 

she recognized in him Mr Ferris, the unfertunailei . 
owner of the Casde. He also knew her, imd «a;^. 
claimed, ^^ Gracious Heaven !— Lady Sandyfbrd 
herer 

. A brief conversation followed. He deidared 
hiihself utterly ruined-*-«ll his fiiends had desert* 
ed him, and he had none left but deathf— <iio I^me 
but the grave. Her Ladyship was exeesskrcly 
dibcked; she trembled from head to foot; and 
still holding the pistol, implored him to cLe»istlbank 
Iris dreadfiil intent 

• ^^ Alas, madam T cried the frantic man, ^ you 
may as well tell him i#ho is expiring of a &ver, 
not to die. . Despair is my disease ; and I am aff 
much its victim as the laaar that pmshes of ma- 
lady in an hosfttt'd. I have stooped to be^^iy 
•^I liave scarcdy refrained' from crime ; biitraB 
has been of no ava3« .A ciMe is upon me, and 
miaeryinmyblood. It is inhmnaiii, Lady, tobgeafc 
thus upon die seeret honms of i dying imtetbSti^ 
Leave miO— O leave me^ Laiify. Sandyfcsd^ to my 
jGlte f'-^And he made asi effnrt to feasethe^piilidl- 
again; butdiehad tfaepnesenceofiiuady^lftuMif^ 
agitated fa^nd the powar of ^eakingi, to phuige 
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k into a pond, where the gaideners filled theif wa^ 
termg-pans. 

Ferrers, on seeing this action, started bade, and 
said in a voice that was seemingly cahn, but aw- 
ftflly CTsphatic, " I have heard or read, that, 
sometimes in those black moments whenaLt ehonoe 
of help deserts the hope and reason of man, Pro^ 
vMlenceis pleased to manifest its power and watcb- 
fafaiess— «Has it salt you to save me from perdi-^ 
tion ?^— ^Aj&d in sa3dng these words, be knelt and' 
kissed her hand with the r^verenee and awe of 
adoration. • 

In this crisis, the Dowager Lady Sandyford, 
leaning on the arm of Dr Trefoil, entered the 
gindai; but, on seeing this scene, immediately 
withdrew. The old Lady recognized her daugb- 
tcnMBr-law, and, without uttering a word, hurried 
htick to her carriage, which stood at the entrance to 
the park. The Doctor,who was unacquainted with 
thie Countess, made several attempts^ aer they ha^ 
tened back, to break the consternation of the Dow-^ 
ttger, by joking on their mal-intrusion ; but she 
fearfu&y dlenced him by wildly shaking her head. 
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faim;'" andsbe added^ with a sigh, '^ Can he be on 
hifl way to Chastington ?^ She then relapsed into 
her melancholy reflections, thinking it probable the 
Earl was entertaining conqmny, and had invited 
Andrew to amnse them. ^^ In what,^ thought she 
to herself, ^^ is this singular solitariness of mine 
to end ? Can it be possible that some one has poi- 
^ned the ear of Sandyford, and that he has con- 
verted his mother to beUeve the suspicion. That 
vile paragraph he seemed to think true. Has 
the author of the malignant invention had access 
to him ? Can Sandyford condemn me without a 
hearing, without proof, without investigation ?->^ 
J^fo matter, I will droop my head in isecret ; and 
whatever may have been my faults hitherto— for 
all that heardessness with which I have been so 
jOften taunted^ perhaps justly — ^I may yet die of a 
broken heart. I feel that I can." 

Wbile these painful reflectieni^ were vibrating 
in her mind, the carriage arrived at Elderbower. 
On ali^tlng,. she walked directly to the D^wa- 
gc^^s parlour, where dinner was immediately ser- 
ved up. She felt herself, however, so much in- 
disposed, that, instead. of silking down to table, 
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she retired to her-own room, snd suireBdered her^ 
self to the most desponding reflections. Bred up in 
ihe preserves of dignified opulence, she had never 
before seen the anguish of mental distress in any 
undisguised fojtai, nor coidd she till then compre- 
hend the horrors which mini and poverty present* - 
ed to a mind of such a feverish temperament 9S 
that of Fecrars. Her life, till the bccorfences 
arose of which we hate be^ treating, had been 
cm^. continued series of the most ordinary tfansr 
actions that be&ll persons of her rank and condi^ 
tion. She h^ passed from the fondfing embraces 
of the nursery, to the measured and dxcumispeet 
regulations of her governess, and from these to. the 
incense of pul^o admiration, under the auspioes 
of her accomplish^ husband. She had never till 
now come into actual contact with the world, nor 
been once obliged to dmw on those xonate re- 
sources which ^he po^sessed wthin h^rsdf, agaiiist 
its malice, or the vicissitudes of fortuxie. She had 
heard of suffering and of sorrow ; had wept over 
affictions described in iiovels, and sighed over son- 
rows jdeplored in. poetry ; but the reaj nature of 
either she had never known ; and what she felt finr 
13 
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the cfistreifl of the wretched Ferrers, was «« neir 
in aensatioii as it was difngreeable. 

While she was thus indulging her feelings, a 
messenger anived from Burisland Abbey, her fii- 
ther's seat in that neighbourhood, with a letter 
from the Marqpns, in whidh his Lord^p ex- 
pressed his regret, that she should have exposed 
herself to the mortification of being abandoned by 
the Dowager Lady Sandyford ; helped she was in 
gDod health; informed her that l^s own seat, 
Bretonsbeild Castle, was in readiness to receive 
her ; advised her to xonove thither immediately, 
and to write him what she wished done ; for that 
he was obliged to return to London on public bu« 
sihess of the utmost consequence, the second read* 
ing of the County Prism Bill bring fixed for the 
day following. 

The mind and feelings of the Countess were BO 
modi occvq^ned with her own a^tsted reflections^ 
that the style and contents of this palesnal ep^e 
did not at first make any particular impression, 
and she read it as Hamlet did the words. She 
saw the forms of the alphabet, the outline of the 
page ; she knew the hand-writing, and the sense 
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floated before her; bat when she laid the paper 
on the table, the whole was forgotten, and she re- 
mained for some time ruminating and abstracted, 
till a flood of tears came to her relief. 

Wheft the emotion of weeping had subsided, 
lier eye aeddfentaly fell on her father's letter, 
and i^he immediately took it up, and read it agaii. 
The C(ddnes8 of the language smote her heart, 
'attd 'she felt as if the barb of an icy arrow had 
penetratted her bosdm, on reading the estpression, 
*** Abandoned by the Dowager.'* 

Sh^ !rung the bell %ith an eager hand, and ot- 
dered the carriage to be instantly ready for the 
-Abbey. She drove thither in a state little short 
of cKstraction ; but, on arriving at Ae gate, was 
informed that the Marquis had three hours before 
set off for London. She had still his letter in 
her hand, and her first thought was to proceed 
immediately to Chastington ; but, changing her 
determination, she unfoirtunately went on through 
the park to the Abbey, where she alighted, and 
requested that one of the servants might immedi* 
ately prepare to go to the Hall for her, on busi- 
ness of the utmost consequmee* Having given 
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these orders, she wrote a note to the Dowager, in- 
closing the Marquises letter, and simply request- 
ing an explanation of its contents. 

The groom was in readiness with his horse at 
the door, almost as soon as this brief note was 
sealed, and he instantly set off. He reached the 
Hall while the Dowager was dressing for dinner, 
after her retom from the excursion with the Doe- 
tor, and the note was delivered to her in her own 
room. She read it hastily, and idso that of the 
Marquis, and immediately folding fhem tip in the 
aj^tation of the moment, and with a tremUing 
lumd, she wrote two lines, simply saying, that the 
occasion of Lady S^ndyford^s visit to Ci^tleBoohs- 
borough, and: her <^lande9tine interview with Mr 
Ferrers in the garden there, would sufficiently 
elzplain the reason of her abandonment 
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